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An important new book for everyone who cares about nature and the out-of-doors— 
Illustrated with 46 plates in full color by Allan Brooks and others, plus 4 pages of 


identification silhouettes 


NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS OF PREY 
By ALEXANDER SPRUNT, Jr. 


of the National Audubon Society Staff; 
Fellow of the American Ornithologists’ Union 


Here is the only complete and up-to-date work on 
the subject—the first in twenty years. The book grows 
out of the urgent need for public knowledge and 
understanding of our hawks, eagles, and owls whose 
numbers have been steadily dwindling across the 
country. For although the birds of prey have been 
highly prized through the course of history, and have 
served as symbols of power and valor on many 
national emblems, in recent years they have been 
aggressively destroyed by hunters and farmers. The 
book makes clear that these birds in fact serve as a 
valuable friend of man by controlling rodents and 
other animals, and helping to maintain a healthy 
balance in the wildlife community. 

The beauty, grace, and prowess of the Birds of 
Prey are presented here in words and pictures. In 
his account of each species the author describes the 
bird as it may be seen in its natural habitat, in flight 
or in pursuit of prey. The descriptive history is pre- 
ceded by a detailed summary of the bird’s local 
names, its characteristics for recognition, nesting 
habits, and range. 


Copies may be purchased from: Service Department, National 
New York 28, N. Y. 


ROGER TORY PETERSON says in the Foreword to this 
book: 

“The raptores, of all birds the finest, are like 
masterworks of art—yet they are subjected during 
their fall migration, and at other seasons too, to a 
barrage comparable to that directed at the clay 
pigeons in a shooting gallery. . . . It is a miracle thot 
our hawks, owls, and eagles have hung on as well as 
they have, but how long can they continue to do so? 

. . This new volume meets the times by presenting 
the magnificent but maligned birds of prey in the new 
light shed by ecological research.” 
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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Nesting Season 


Ludlow Griscom 


ja T IS SOMETIMES hard for human beings to 

realize that their reactions to the weather are 
very different from those of birds. Few people 
living in the eastern half of the country will soon 
forget the dreadful, long-continued and _ record-shat- 
tering heat of the summer of 1955, now happily over. 
There is no evidence that the birds reacted unfavor- 
ably. Indeed reports of nesting losses were rife in the 
North Atlantic States where June was notably cool. 
Here high winds damaged heron nests and caused 
high tides which proved disastrous to Clapper Rails, 
gulls and terns. In the Northern Plains high winds, 
heavy storms and hail did some damage to the first 
nesting, but when the heat arrived the second nesting 
was a notable success! On the Pacific Coast cool, 
foggy weather, after a late spring, stimulated plant 
growth and caused a longer nesting season. Locally 
there were some very serious fires in southern Cali- 
fornia, and in parts of Ontario. 

Several editors revert to the wrecked spring migra- 
tion and report the belated arrival of various ‘‘miss- 
ing’’ summer residents. It is, therefore, most interest- 
ing to read in the Texas report that northern migrants 
were “common’”’ to June 17 and last noted on June 
30 for reasons unknown. Land birds and shorebirds 
were reported southbound very early in Florida and 
coastal Texas. 

Hurricane ‘Connie’ hit the North Carolina coast, 
doing untold damage on August 12 and deluging the 
Northeast with rain on August 13. Least Terns were 
blown inland in the District of Columbia, Maryland 
and Virginia. There was an invasion inland of Sooty 
Terns to Ontario, New Hampshire, Vermont, Pitts- 
field, Mass., West Point, N. Y., and Pennsylvania (at 
least 17 reports from the Hudson Region); Royal 
Terns (twice on Long Island, N. Y.) and Wilson’s 
Petrel inland in Maryland. But Ontario took the prize 
with a Black-capped Petrel (never previously men- 
tioned in Audubon Field Notes), a Leach’s Petrel and 
a Wilson’s, all found dead and the specimens pre- 
served; also a Black-necked Stilt. 

Grebes——The Red-necked Grebe nested at Coch- 
rane, Ont., 200 miles north of Georgian Bay—a not- 
able range extension. 

Shearwaters and Fulmars—Audubon’s Shearwater 
was found dead in Florida. There were at least 50 
Fulmars on Georges Bank in July. 

Herons.—Again there was no real flight east of 
St. Louis, Missouri, and Wisconsin. First nestings were 
reported for the Snowy Egret at Cape Cod, Mass., and 
the Yellow-crowned Night Heron in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. The Least Bittern was found in Arizona 
and the Cattle Egret reported from Rhode Island, 
New Jersey, Virginia, South Carolina and 200 nests 
in South Florida. 

Storks and Ibises——There was the first real north- 
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ward invasion of Wood Ibises in history: inland jp 
northwestern Florida; influx in North Carolina, up to 
200 in a flock; also at Norfolk, Va., in Maryland 
(over 20), at Carlisle, Pa., 3 records from Cop. 
necticut, 3 birds at Cape Ann, Mass., and 2 birds ip 
Ohio. A White Ibis was collected in North Carolina, 
The Glossy Ibis is still on the move northward; there 
was a flock of 63 in South Carolina, and 2 nests at 
Cape May, N. J. 

Swans.—In Ontario, after a gale on March 22, 
many Whistling Swans put down on ponds and lakes 
and remained all summer. 

Ducks.—A good nesting season was reported in 
most of the United States; reports of poor success 
came only from Minnesota: Gadwall broods were 
found again on Long Island, N. Y., and 43 broods in 
North Carolina. There is a fine discussion of the 
depredation problem in central California. 

Hawks.—The nesting of the Pigeon Hawk in 
Michigan has apparently been confirmed. 

Rails.—Nesting of the Yellow Rail was recorded in 
Wisconsin. 

Shorebirds —There was a continual increase of the 
Hudsonian Godwit in Massachusetts and Long Island, 
N. Y.; also a first report for Colorado. It is good to 
read of 150 Am. Oyster-catchers in Virginia. A Ruff 
was collected at Hudson Bay, Ontario. 

Gulls and Terns —A Skua was seen on Georges 
Bank. There was a nesting colony of Ring-billed Gulls 
on the lower St. Lawrence. Herring Gulls nested in 
southern New Jersey and, for the first time, Maryland, 
The Bridled Tern was found dead in Florida. The 
Elegant Tern staged another invasion in southern 
California. 

Auks.—There was a fine breeding census in the 
lower St. Lawrence: 9000 Razor-billed Auks, 6000 
Common Murres, and 25,000 Atlantic Puffins. 

Swifts —There is a fine account of the Black Swift 
in central California. 

Land Birds —The Mockingbird is again nesting 
200 miles north of normal limits in Ontario. The 
Cerulean Warbler is nesting near Philadelphia, Pa., 
and north in summer to the Adirondack Mountains, 
N. Y. The Hooded Oriole is increasing in the Middle 
Pacific Coast Region. The Western Meadowlark is 
moving eastward in Ontario and Michigan. The 
Brewer's Blackbird is moving eastward in Ontario 
and Wisconsin. The Blue Grosbeak is apparently 
nesting in southern New Jersey, Ohio, Illinois, and 
Iowa. The Evening Grosbeak is increasing as a nesting 
bird in the Province of Quebec, northern New 
Hampshire, Vermont and the mountains of northern 
New York. The House Finch is increasing on Long 
Island, is spreading north to northwestern Connetti- 
cut and has been recently reported in adjacent Massa- 
chusetts. 
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REGIONAL REPORTS 


Nesting Season 
June | to August 15, 1955 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—The 
weather at Boston during the first half of June was 
cool and wet, but changed abruptly on June 15 to 
dry and hot. The final 
averages of temperature, 
precipitation, and amount 
of possible sunshine were 
almost exactly normal by 
the end of the month. 
Heaviest rainfall oc- 
curred on the 11th and 
12th when a_ thunder- 
storm produced 2.10 
inches, and the highest 
temperatures were at the 
very end of the month 
— 91° on the 29th and 
92° on the 30th, an in- 
dication of the hot 





















\ met weather to follow in 
Sent July. July temperatures 
{ were most uncomfortable, 


with high humidity and 
no less than fourteen days on which the temperature 
exceeded 90° at Boston, a new record for the state. 
Boston received 78 per cent of the total possible sun- 
shine, and on twelve days the temperature at Boston 
never went below 70°. Precipitation was somewhat 
above normal but does not represent a true picture 
due to the fact that over half of the total occurred 
during one severe thunderstorm at Boston on July 10 
(2.39 inches). Elsewhere rainfall was spotty and 
light. The fall shorebird migration normally is under 
way by July 10 to 15, and the first definite landbird 
movements occur soon thereafter. Two migrant war- 
blers (Blue-winged and Canada) on July 4 at New- 
port, Rhode Island (Baird) following a mild ‘‘cool 
front’ are quite early. The first really pronounced 
cold front of the fall migration occurred on the 28th 
through the 30th and produced a real movement of 
warblers at Newport, with the Northern Water-thrush 
on the 28th; many Yellow Warblers on the 29th; and 
Black and White, Am. Redstart, and Blackburnian on 
the 30th (Baird). August for the first two days con- 
tinued the cool period from the end of July and 
brought additional landbird migrants to eastern 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, including the Bay- 
breasted Warbler to Wayland, Mass., Aug. 2 (Mor- 
gan), and Newport, R. I., Aug. 3 (Baird), both dates 
very early. In one and one-half hours of watching, 
Baird at Newport counted 30 birds crossing the moon 
headed directly out to sea, Aug. 3. A scorching heat 
wave sent the temperature at Boston up to 100° on 
the Sth—the highest for the year. There were no 
other waves of birds up to the 15th of the month, 
although Baird at Newport reported a continuous 
movement of warblers throughout the heat wave, in- 
cluding a very early Cape May on the 9th of 


August. Harrison Lewis, at the southern tip of Nova 
Scotia, reported a very moderate summer season as 
far as weather was concerned, without any extremes, 
and with birdlife much the same—normally plentiful 
with few noteworthy records. 

Grebes, Fulmars—A Horned Grebe spent the sum- 
mer at Devereux Beach, Mass. In early July, Grayce 
found an estimated 50 Fulmars on Georges Bank, off 
Newfoundland. 

Herons.—There was no real flight of southern 
herons and egrets this year. The Am. Egret nested 
again at South Hanson, Mass., and a pair of Snowy 
Egrets was found in the Quivet Neck, Cape Cod, 
Black-crowned Night Heron rookery. Further search 
revealed a nest with 2 young egrets (LeBaron), and 
although no one actually saw the adult Snowies at 
the nest this must certainly represent the first nesting 
record for the state. The drastic loss in numbers of 
the Least Bittern reported in the spring summary 
was unfortunately confirmed throughout the summer. 
A Cattle Egret was reported again from South King- 
ston, R. I., and a Glossy Ibis from Barrington, R. I. 
A Little Blue Heron at Bar Harbor, Me. (Ernst and 
Mann) is noteworthy. Perhaps the outstanding bird 
of the entire summer was an immature Wood Ibis 
found at Rockport, Mass., on June 28 (William Rob- 
inson). It remained in the general area through the 
first week in August, allowing literally crowds of 
people to approach closely and watch it by the hour. 

Geese and Ducks —An Am. Brant at Manchester, 
Mass., on June 20 and 21, is most unusual. Ring- 
necked Ducks nested at Lisbon, Me., and 5 adults 
were seen near Caledonia, Nova Scotia. A male Ruddy 
Duck in the Sudbury Valley of Massachusetts in mid- 
June (Drury, Miller) is without precedent and was 
seen only once. Clara deWindt reported an adult and 
5 young Hooded Mergansers at West Newbury during 
July. 

Vultures and Hawks.—A Black Vulture at Marble- 
head and Devereux Beach, Mass., July 26, 27 and 
30 (Hogg, Tierney and Searle) is only the third 
July record for the state. An adult Golden Eagle was 
observed at Fundy National Park, New Brunswick, in 
early July (Morgan). 

Rails and Shorebirds —Careful study of one small 
area of marsh in the Sudbury Valley during June and 
July (Drury, Morgan) revealed four nesting pairs of 
Florida Gallinules—far more than had been expected. 
This is perhaps an indication that this shy bird is far 
more common here in New England than we think. 
The early migration of adult shorebirds was gener- 
ally good but no outstanding rarities were reported. 

Hudsonian Godwits continued their remarkable July 
numbers as in recent years on Cape Cod—up to a 
dozen or more at Monomoy, Mass. 

Jaegers through Terns.—There were apparently 
very few jaegers off Cape Cod through mid-August. 


’ Grayce reports a Skua on Georges Bank in July. Two 
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Koseate Terns were reported in Nova Scotia on 
August 2 by Lewis, where the bird is rare. There was 
one Caspian Tern on the Outer Cape, July 2 (Free- 
land), and a few Black Skimmers appeared at scat- 
tered points along the Massachusetts coast, but the 
real prize was a Sooty Tern picked up alive in Han- 
cock, N. H., Aug. 16, by C. Walcott. 

Alcids, Cuckoos, Woodpeckers—aA_ Razor-billed 
Auk off Cuttyhunk, Mass., through July apparently 
could not fly, and a Black Guillemot was found in a 
similar condition on the beach at Monomoy. Cuckoos 
were universally scarce throughout almost the entire 
area. In the Sudbury Valley both species were en- 
tirely absent during June and July, where normally 
several birds are found on any casual birding trip. 
A Three-toed Woodpecker was reported from Eustis, 
Me., by O. Root. 


Land Birds.—As outlined previously, the summer 
nesting season was apparently successful, but there 
are few unusual reports. Two pairs of Purple Martins 


nested successfully at Plum Island, the first successful 
nesting in many years in Essex County, Mass. Gray 
Jays nested near Harrison Lewis’s home at the south- 
ern tip of Nova Scotia. The Eastern Bluebird and 
the House Wren both are apparently seriously down 
in numbers. The Lawrence's Warbler reported in 
May in Essex County was seen well into June. Baird 
reported a fine late July and early August movement 
of Northern Water-thrushes at Newport, R. I., in- 
cluding one Grinnell’s (collected). Bobolinks were 
reported in good numbers and Harrison Lewis re- 
ported a male at Sable River, Nova Scotia, June 28. 
In marked contrast to a year ago, both species of 
crossbill were almost totally absent from the entire 
area.—ALLEN MorGANn, Wayland, Mass., and RUTH 
P. EMerY, Massachusetts Audubon Society, 155 New- 
bury St., Boston 16, Mass. 


HUDSON-ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—The early 
summer was dry and hot throughout most of the 
Region. Many of the wet bogs which normally are 
the nesting grounds of 
waterfowl and = marsh 
birds were either dried 
completely or were so re- 
duced in size that nesting 
was not successful. Some 
heavy rain occurred in 
early August and, on the 
13th of that month, Hur- 
ricane ‘‘Connie,”’ whirling 
up from the West Indies, 
struck the southern part 
of the Region with gales 
of nearly 60 m.p.h. at 
New York City. These 
were accompanied by 
heavy rain. The effects of 
the hurricane were 
evinced chiefly by the 
many reported  occur- 
rences of Sooty Terns far 
from their normal habitat. Not only were these found 
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along the coast but far inland as well, a widespread 
scattering that might well have been expected of this 
very numerous and highly oceanic species, The 
storm’s effect was also seen in the large number of 
shorebirds, normally coastal in migration, that were 
found feeding in rain pools in open fields far remote 
from the sea; these were the species that migrate 
early. 

Loons through Cormorants—A Common Loon in 
winter plumage spent the summer on a reservoir at 
New Canaan, Conn. (H. G. and A. A. Bristow). As 
in spring the Sooty Shearwaters were still found jp 
numbers off southern Long Island. On June 4 a count 
of 287 was made between Moriches and Shinnecock 
Inlets (G. Raynor and D. Pulleston); another Sooty 
was seen at Great Hills, Staten Island, N. Y,, on 
August 15 (C. Redjives). The only other shearwater 
reported was a Cory’s at Jones Beach on July 29, 
Gannets were present off Jones Beach as late as June 
15. A colony of about 350 nests of European Cor. 
morants was reported on St. Marys Island, Que., as 
well as several colonies of the Double-crested Cor. 
morants along the north shore of the St. Lawrence 
east of Seven Islands (R. Cayouette). 

Herons. —Thirty nests of the Great Blue Heron 
were found recently in a new heronry near Lafayette, 
Sussex Co., N. J. (G. Johnson); 20 nesting pairs 
were near Swanton, Vt. (R. H. Minns). This species 
has definitely decreased in the Connecticut Lakes area 
of New Hampshire (F. T. Scott). There were at 
least 22 nests of Am. Egrets in the heronry at Sandy 
Hook, N. J. (G. D. Stout) and 8 active nests were 
on Fishers Island, L. I. (H. L. Ferguson, Jr.); on 
August 9 one nest still contained 2 downy young. Out- 
side of the nesting colonies but few of these egrets 
were seen, the highest count being 21 at Moriches, 
L. I, on August 6 (GR and others). The pair of 
Snowy Egrets that nested in this same heronry at 
Sandy Hook brought 5 young to maturity (GDS). 
Few Louisiana Herons were seen—2 at Oak Beach, 
L. I., on July 10 and 1 that remained for 10 days at 
Jones Beach in late July are the only records (J. J. 
Elliott). Green Herons were more numerous than 
usual on the New York side of Lake Champlain 
(T. Lesperance); an adult and 2 young were at 
Ulverton, Que., in late July and early August but 
they were not known to nest in the vicinity (L. M. 
Terrill). The number of Black-crowned Night Herons 
has increased about 25 per cent in the Sandy Hook 
heronry (GDS). Yellow-crowned Night Herons 
nested in at least 4 locations on Long Island; on 
Fishers Island the species was seen at the heronry 
but no nests were found (HLF, Jr.). The same is 
true of the Sandy Hook colony. In early summer 
Wood Ibises were reported seen far north of their 
usual range; they extended into this Region, all 
records being from Connecticut: Bloomfield, 1 from 
July 8 to 28; Portland, 1 on July 16 and Somers, 1 
in mid-July (L. J. Whittles). 

Ducks —In his wildfowl preserve at Litchfield, 
Conn., an Indian Spot-bill Duck was reported by 
S. D. Ripley, the duck remaining there from May 
26 to June 5. At Jones Beach, L. I., where the Gad- 
walls nest, 2 broods of 6 ducklings each were 
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hatched (JJE). A family of Blue-winged Teal with 8 
young was seen near Pittsfield, Mass. This teal was 
present in some numbers in the Champlain Valley of 
Vermont—7 at Swanton and 5 at St. Albans on July 
24 (Elizabeth Ball); the species is reported as in- 
creasing along Dead Creek at the southern part of the 
Lake (R. W. Fuller). A project to attract nesting 
Wood Ducks at Portland, Conn., was very successful ; 
out of 65 nesting boxes erected 61 were occupied 
and 1040 eggs were produced, an average of about 
17 eggs per box (LJW); at Mill Neck, L. I, a 92 
with 6 flightless young was seen on August 14 
(P. D. Skaar). This late date might indicate a 
second brood. In northern Vermont the nesting Wood 
Ducks have definitely increased in the Missisquoi 
Refuge (RHM). Two broods of Ring-necked Ducks 
were seen on Mirror Lake at Whitefield, N. H., on 
July 8; one brood consisted of aQ and 6 young, the 
other of a @ and 8 young (T. Richards); adults 
and young of this species were reported on Lake 
Champlain near Keeseville, N. Y. (TL) and also in 
the Connecticut Lakes area of New Hampshire 
(FTS). On July 13 at least 75 ¢ Common Eiders 
were on the shore rocks at Ste. Flavie, Que., along 
the lower St. Lawrence but no 2 2 were among them 
(L. M. and E. E. Terrill); on the north shore 3800 
nests were counted in early June (RC). A Hooded 
Merganser at Royalston, Mass., took over a nesting 
box erected for a Wood Duck and there raised 6 
young (Lovely). 

Vultures, Hawks.—There were reports from 4 
localities in the Connecticut River Valley in Massa- 
chusetts of Turkey Vultures but no records of breed- 
ing birds. A Black Vulture was again seen in Massa- 
chusetts, this at the Arcadia Sanctuary, Northamp- 
ton, on June 1 (E. A. Mason). Few Goshawks have 
been seen, 2 in Kilkenny Twp., N. H., on July 7 
and 11 (R. McC. Hatch); 1 adult at Monroe, Mass., 
July 9 (Weeks) and only 1 active nest seen in the 
Adirondacks (G. T. Chase). There were 2 active nests 
of Broad-wings near Cold Spring Harbor, L. I. 
(PDS); this latter species was more plentiful in 
northern New Hampshire than in several preceding 
years (RMcCH). There was a very noticeable reduc- 
tion in the numbers of Bald Eagles around Quabbin 
Reservoir in central Massachusetts; there were a few 
of this species seen in the central Green Mountains 
of Vermont (A. M. Decker); and also in the Con- 
necticut Lakes area of New Hampshire (Edith M. 
Halberg). Reports of Peregrine Falcons have been 
few; none nested on the New York side of Lake 
Champlain where they were formerly common breed- 
ers. In this area the nests suffered from predation 
and the eggs and young were either destroyed or 
removed (TL). 

Grouse, Rails, Coots —Spruce Grouse were scarce 
around the Connecticut Lakes (FTS); in the Adiron- 
dacks of New York a few were seen during the 
summer at Kildare Park in St. Lawrence Co. (R. 
Friedmann). There was a moderate decrease in the 
numbers of Ruffed Grouse; in the central Adiron- 
dacks the broods were larger but fewer in number 
than in recent summers, the number of adults being 
down (GTC); the numbers of this grouse were low 





in St. Lawrence Co., N. Y. (RF) and in the Green 
Mountains of Vermont (AMD); in northern Ver- 
mont there seemed to be no reduction in numbers 
(Elizabeth and Alison Macdonald). A Yellow Rail 
was heard calling at Coin du Banc on the lower St. 
Lawrence from July 15 to 17 (LMT, EET); a Black 
Rail was seen at Lawrence, L. I., on June 4 (Mayer 
and Rose). Adult and immature Am. Coots were 
seen in the Hackensack Meadows, N. J., on June 25 
(F. Wolfarth); 1 at Holyoke, Mass., on August 4 
(Stone) was the first August record for the Con- 
necticut River Valley in Massachusetts. 

Shorebirds—A pair of Piping Plover was seen 
with 2 young, not yet ready to fly, near Coin du Banc, 
Que., being the first breeding record for the Percé 
area (LMT, EET, PH, Mrs. Boulay); this species 
also nested at Sandy Pond, N. Y., on eastern Lake 
Ontario (F. Scheider). A casual Black-bellied Plover 
was seen at the sewer beds near Pittsfield, Mass., on 
July 28. There was an unusual shorebird flight there 
on that day; this included 7 Ruddy Turnstones 
which are also casual (Ruth Schumacher); 2 other 
turnstones were at South Egremont, Mass., on 
August 7 and 4 at Lake Onota near Pittsfield on 
August 13. A Ruddy Turnstone at Piermont, N. Y., 
on August 14 is the first-known record for Rockland 
County (R. F. Deed). On July 31 three were seen 
at Cornwall in Orange County, N. Y. (E. D. Tracey). 
Near Burlington, Vt., on July 30 three were seen 
(Marian L. Smith). Two Marbled Godwits, rare on 
Staten Island, were seen at Travis on August 15 
(Amelia M. Weingartner and CR). Each year the 
reports of Hudsonian Godwits have increased; during 
the past summer the maximum count at one time on 
Long Island was 14 at Moriches Inlet on July 31 
(R. Grant). The description of an immature Ruff, 
seen at East Hampton, L. I., on August 16 is con- 
vincing (Sheppard, fide J. T. Nichols). What is prob- 
ably the first record of an Am. Avocet on Staten 
Island was made on August 15 when 3 were seen at 
a pond at Travis (L. A. Ellison). 

Jaegers through Alcids—Both Pomarine and Para- 
sitic Jaegers were identified offshore prior to Hurri- 
cane “Connie” (Alperin) and, on August 14 from 
Rockaway, L. I. (G. Carleton and others). In excep- 
tion to the expected ratio the Pomarine outnumbered 
the Parasitic. About 100 young Herring Gulls were 
banded at Captree, L. I. (R. Arbib, Jr.); at the colony 
at Four Brothers Island in Lake Champlain the num- 
ber of Herring and Ring-billed Gulls banded was 
786 (TL). Numbers of Bonaparte’s Gulls were re- 
ported inland; a flock of “white birds’ was reported 
at Canaan, Conn., and 2, presumably of that flock, 
were identified on Sept. 1 as Bonaparte’s (A. A. 
Saunders); on Lake Champlain at Burlington, Vt., 
6 of these gulls were seen on Aug. 28 (MLS). On 
the north shore of the St. Lawrence, 150 nests of the 
Black-legged Kittiwake were counted in the vicinity 
of Seven Islands, Que. (RC). Common Terns are 
rare on the Hudson River in the vicinity of West 
Point; 13 appeared there on August 15 (EDT), prob- 
ably driven by the storm. 

Not since the hurricane in September 1938 have 
Sooty Terns been numerous in the Region; in fact, 
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one report in two years is about normal. After 
Hurricane ‘Connie’ there were 17 well-authenti- 
cated occurrences reported and several other records 
that were considered “probable.” Four of the re- 
ports were from Long Island and there will be addi- 
tions to these as dead terns are washed ashore; 2 
reports are from the New Jersey coast and 1 from 
Staten Island, N. Y. All of the other records are from 
inland points, some far from the ocean. Near Prince- 
ton, N. J., on August 14 a Sooty Tern, resting on the 
ground, permitted close approach before flying (L. V. 
Silvester, fide C. H. Rogers); also on August 14 a 
Sooty was seen near Chatham, N. J. (S. Hopkins) ; on 
the Hudson River near West Point, 1 was seen on 
August 15 (EDT). Occurrences still farther from the 
coast were 1 at Pittsfield, Mass., on August 13, cap- 
tured and taken to the Lenox Bird Sanctuary; 1 at 
Bennington, Vt., on August 14 (C. Wallcott, Jr.) and 
4 on the Connecticut River above the Hinsdale-Vernon 
dam in New Hampshire; another was picked up at 
Hancock, N. H., on August 15 (TR). Most of the 
birds were so exhausted that they permitted close 
approach and even submitted to being picked up by 
hand. The 6 Least Terns on the Hudson River near 
Piermont, N. Y., on August 14 gave the first record 


of the species for Rockland Co. (RFD); 3 Royal ' 


Terns were seen at Moriches, L. I., on July 16 (RG); 
2 others were on Long Island on August 14; 1 at 
Riis Park (Restivo and others); and 1 at Jones 
Beach (Bull and Eisenmann), these probably being 
wind-blown vagrants. 

Nearly 40 nests of Caspian Terns were found 
on June 10 in a colony of Ring-billed Gulls on Fog 
Island on the north shore of the lower St. Lawrence 
(RC) ; between 30 and 40 pairs of Black Terns nested 
on northern Lake Champlain in the vicinity of Swan- 
ton, Vt. (RHM). A trip along the north shore of the 
lower St. Lawrence in mid-June resulted in very sat- 
isfactory counts of nesting alcids—about 9000 nests 
of the Razor-billed Auk; approximately 6000 nests 
of the Common Murre; 500 pairs of Black Guille- 
mots (but no young were seen) and over 25,000 
nests of the Atlantic Puffin (RC). On July 16 at 
Coin du Banc, Que., a Dovekie was seen about 100 
feet offshore (LMT, EET, and PHDuB). 

Doves through Woodpeckers —Reports indicate 
that Mourning Doves were present in usual numbers 
throughout the Region but they seem to have been 
markedly scarce on the northern shore of Long 
Island (PDS). Yellow-billed Cuckoos were generally 
down in numbers and Black-bills were locally scarce, 
a number of the latter being seen on the lower St. 
Lawrence but very few in other parts of Quebec 
(LM, EET). Very few owls were reported but there 
is a late May record of a Saw-whet calling on Mount 
Monadnock, N. H. (TR). There was a general in- 
crease in Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, particularly in 
northern Vermont (EM, AM). Four Arctic Wood- 
peckers were seen about the Connecticut Lakes in 
late June (EMH) and a Three-toed was in the same 
vicinity on May 29 (H. C. McDade, Jr.). 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—The Traill’s Flycatcher was 
numerous near Schenectady, N. Y., where virtually all 
sang a “‘fitz-cheu’’ song instead of the expected 


368 


“way-be-o” (J. K. Meritt). An interesting incident 
occurred at Stockbridge, Mass., where on July 30 an 
Eastern Wood Pewee sang along with the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra as it rehearsed a Beethoven cop. 
certo (AAS). A colony of Bank Swallows, nesting 
in a cut bank at Ulverton, Que., was pillaged during 
the nesting season and over half of the hundred nests 
were destroyed, probably the work of foxes or fac. 
coons as both are numerous there; the Rough-winged 
Swallows at Ulverton were feeding young on June 25 
(LM, and EET). Six colonies of Purple Martins were 
reported in western New Hampshire (TR) but the 
colony of 1952 to 1954 at Longmeadow, Mass., has 
been abandoned. Two Purple Martins, rare birds on 
Fishers Island, L. I., were seen on Aug. 20 (HLF, 
Je}. 

Ravens through Mockers.—Several common Ravens 
were along the north shore of the lower St. Lawrence 
throughout June and a nest with young was located 
on Greenly Island on June 10 (RC). Brown-capped 
Chickadees were scarce in northern New England: 
the only records came from the Pittsburg and Cole. 
brook areas in New Hampshire. The species was 
found nesting commonly at Lac Trois Saumons, 
L’'Islet Co., Que. (RC). 

Throughout the Region the House Wrens have 
been scarce and locations where they have usually 
nested have been abandoned; this seems to be par: 
ticularly true in southwestern Connecticut (AAB), 
Carolina Wrens are increasing, 6 being seen at 
Greenport, L. I., on June 19 (R. Latham) ; through. 
out the summer they were present at Conway, Mass. 
A Short-billed Marsh Wren, singing at Colebrook, 
N. H., on July 7 is a new northern record for the 
state (TR); 1 at Topsham, Vt., sang until Aug. 3, 
probably unmated (EM, AM). A Mockingbird was 
reported on Staten Island, N. Y., in late June 
(AMW); near Rutland, Vt., a pair of these birds 
nested successfully and 2 young were raised. The pair 
attempted a second nesting in a nearby apple orchard 
but, after 1 egg had been laid, the nest was destroyed 
(EB). On the lower St. Lawrence at Father Point, 
Que., a Catbird was found on July 20, being the most 
northerly point where this species has been found 
along the river (LMT, EET). 

Thrushes through Starlings—Hermit Thrushes 
were still singing on August 21 at Topsham, Vt, 
young Hermits being seen there as early as the first 
week in June (EM, AM). Olive-backed Thrushes 
have been very numerous in the “black woods” of 
northern New England; 20 on Stratton Mountain, 
Vt., on June 22 and 27 on Mount Mansfield, Vt., on 
July 2 and 3 (EB). Thirty Gray-cheeked Thrushes 
(Bicknell’s) were counted on Mount Mansfield on 
July 2 and 3 (EB); a pair was seen on July 7 and 
11 in Kilkenny Twp., N. H., at 3500 to 4000 feet 
elevation and another pair was found nesting on 
Mount Cabot near E. Lancaster, N. H., at about 3500 
feet (RMcCH). Golden-crowned Kinglets were found 
in the dense spruce woods above Indian Pass in the 
Adirondacks in late July (Ilse Dunbar) and Ruby- 
crowned were singing at Stewartstown, N. H., on 
July 7 (TR). The only Blue-gray Gnatcatcher re 
ported was at Wood-Ridge, N. J., on August 17 
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(Dorothy C. Pallas). There has been a continued 
‘acrease of Loggerhead Shrikes as summer residents 
in the Watertown, N. Y., area (J. B. Belknap). On 
the lower St. Lawrence at Blanc Sablon, Que., 5 Com- 
mon Starlings were found on June 5 (RC). 

Vireos and Warblers——A Philadelphia Vireo was 
reported at North Ferrisburg, Vt., on July 16 
(Staples) and several were heard singing in early 
July in the vicinity of Pittsburg, N. H. (EMH). At 
Ashley Falls, Mass., 2 singing Warbling Vireos were 
seen, probably being a mated pair with both sexes 
singing (AAS). Two Worm-eating Warblers were 
reported from western Massachusetts at about the 
northerly limit of their range—1 at Egremont on June 
6 (Bailey); the other on Mount Tom on June 26 
(Stone). A Parula Warbler was heard singing on 
July 1 at Great River, L. I., near the spot where the 
species nested several years ago but nothing indi- 
cates that this warbler has returned as a breeder to 
Long Island (JJE). An unusual warbler was seen 
on Mount Greylock, Mass., on June 11. The bird 
was very carefully studied and figured in crayon by 
Miss Schumacher, the characters most resembling a 
hybrid of the Magnolia and the Black-throated Green. 
t sang from the top of a conifer the swift song of 
the Black-throated Green in a buzzy Magnolia voice 
(SAE). A Cerulean Warbler, ¢, was found in Kil- 
dare Park, N. Y., probably the first record for the 
species in the Adirondacks (RF). The Chestnut-sided 
Warbler has been reported as common throughout 
the southern part of the Region and very numerous 
around Canaan, Conn., where singing ceased on July 
11 (AAS); this species is increasing Iccally in north- 
ern Vermont (EM, AM). A Bay-breasted Warbler 
was picked up dead on Anticosti Island, Que., on 
June 4 (RC); this species was seen through late 
July at Indian Pass in the Adirondacks (ID). The 
counts of Black-polls on the Vermont mountains were 
high: 30 on Mount Stratton on June 22; 70 on 
Mount Mansfield on July 2 and 3 (EB). 

Two pairs of Northern Water-thrushes took up 
territory on a pond near Norfolk, Conn., and were 
seen into early June, presumably nesting there 
(RMcCH); 1 pair nested on this pond in 1953. 
Louisiana Water-thrushes continued to push north- 
ward, 1 was seen feeding young at Granby, Mass., 
on July 29 (Ballman); 1 was at Northampton, Mass., 
on August 3 (SAE) and in New Hampshire 1 of 
this species was heard singing at Claremont, while 
others were found in Gilsum and Chesterfield, Che- 
shire Co., in late May (TR). On July 28 or 29 a 
Connecticut Warbler was killed by flying against 
a window in West Woodstock, Vt., the identification 
being confirmed by Prof. Bowen to whom the speci- 
men was presented by Mrs. C. A. Williams for the 
collection at the Dartmouth College Museum (T. S. 
Fillebrown). The earliest date formerly accepted for 
the fall arrival of this warbler in Vermont has been 
August 21. Four pairs of Mourning Warblers were 
seen at East Lancaster, N. H., in early July (RMcC 


H), and several pairs were found nesting at Lac 
Trois Saumons, Que. (RC). 





Blackbirds, Tanagers, Finches—An accidental Yel- 
low-headed Blackbird was seen near Vishers Ferry, 
N. Y., in the Mohawk Valley, appearing on June 
5 and being seen again on June 9 (R. Underwood 
and others). Very few Orchard Orioles were reported 
but the Baltimore was more common than usual, par- 
ticularly so on the New York side of Lake Cham- 
plain (TL); at Canaan, Conn., the song of this 
species ceased on July 9 and was resumed on July 22 
and was heard to the end of this period (AAS). Cow- 
birds have been increasingly plentiful throughout the 
Region. At Piopolis, Frontenac Co., Que., a Scarlet 
Tanager was seen on July 12 (L.-A. Lord). In ever 
increasing numbers the Cardinals are pushing north- 
ward; it is so reported in New York state at Pough- 
keepsie (Mildred J. Van Riper) and at Schenectady 
(JKM); there is an increase in southwestern Con- 
necticut (AAB) and there are scattered reports from 
farther north in New England. The Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak is now rather rare on Long Island; the 
only reports were of 1 Q at Great Neck on July 4 
feeding young (J. Terres) and 1 @ at Seaford with 
young on July 15 (E. Morgan). Years ago this 
grosbeak was not uncommon on the Island. The 
Evening Grosbeaks bred in increasing numbers in 
northern and central Vermont; a pair was seen at 
Sherburne on June 8, and 5 at Mendon on July 9 
(EB); at Woodstock 2 adults were feeding young in 
early July (TSF); the species was seen throughout 
the summer in the central Green Mountains and 
adults and young were common in some localities 
there (AMD). Evening Grosbeaks were present all 
summer in the Connecticut Lakes area in New Hamp- 
shire, feeding principally on Pin Cherries (FTS). At 
Indian Pass in the Adirondacks, Evening Grosbeaks 
were seen daily in late July (ID). A small flock of 
this species was present through the summer at 
Charlesbourg and large flocks were reported at Lac 
Edouard, Portneuf Co., both in Quebec (RC). 

Purple Finches were unusually common in the 
Green Mountains (AMD) but less numerous than 
usual in northwestern Connecticut (AAS) ; they again 
bred in the vicinity of Ramsey, N. J. (Eleanor Dater). 
The colony of House Finches on Long Island grows 
larger each year (JJE): a ¢ was singing into early 
July at New Canaan, Conn. (Bailey) and a pair was 
at Canaan, in northern Connecticut in late June 
(AAS). The European Goldfinch, introduced years 
ago, shows a marked decrease; only 1 was reported 
this summer from Long Island, its last stand (JJE). 
White-winged Crossbills were found singing in the 
spruces at East Lancaster, N. H. (RMcCH). On Wolf 
Island on the north shore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
a 9 Eastern Towhee was seen on June 12, appar- 
ently a new northerly record (RC). A Lark Sparrow 
on Fishers Island on August 19 is the first record for 
that locality (HLF, Jr.). A few White-crowned 
Sparrows were found scattered along the north shore 
of the Gulf of St. Lawrence east of Seven Islands in 
early July (RC). Above 1800 feet in the Shaw- 
angunk Mountains in Ulster Co., N. Y., a few White- 
throated Sparrows were found at the end of June 
(F. N. Hough and others). At least 2 pairs of Lin- 
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coln’s Sparrows were seen at the East Inlet Bog, Pitts- 
burg, N. H., where they have been found for several 
years (TR); this sparrow was a common nester at 
Natashquan on the north shore of the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence (RC).—CHaRLES K. NICHOLS, American 
Museum of Natural History, New York 24, N. Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—June 
was abnormally cool, even cold at times; July and 
early August produced one of the hottest and driest 
summer periods on 
record. Hurricanes 





“Connie” on Au- 
gust 12 and 
“Diane” on Au- 
gust 18 brought 


torrential rains all 
over the Region. 
Richmond, Va., 
had 14 inches in 
August, with 9 
inches of it during 
the passing of 











in June and again 
during the hurri- 
canes were disas- 
trous to nesting beach and marsh birds. Clapper Rails 
had an almost fruitless season. July re-nestings were 
successful for some species, but not for Laughing 
Gulls. In the northern section high winds in June 
destroyed many heron nests. 

Grebes—A Pied-billed Grebe’s nest at Chinco- 
teague Refuge, Va., with 7 eggs on July 9 seems 
late (F. R. Scott, C. C. Steirly, Gertrude Prior). 

Petrels —Paul Sykes had good views of 12 Leach’s 
Petrels at Little Creek, Norfolk, Va., August 15. A 
Wilson’s Petrel was found dead on the Chesapeake 
shore of Calvert Co., Md., after Hurricane ‘‘Connie”’ 
(R. E. Stewart); and 111 were counted from the 
Kiptopeke-Little Creek Ferry, Va., on July 11 (FRS, 
CCS). 

Herons.—Jackson M. Abbott investigated a newly- 
discovered heronry on Hollis Marsh Island, in the 
Potomac in Westmoreland County, Va., on June 25, 
with the following minimum estimates of pairs: 
Great Blue Heron, 30; Am. Egret, 300; Snowy 
Egret, 2; Little Blue, 200; Green Heron, 15; Black- 
crowned Night Heron, 30. On July 10, he, John 
Terborgh, and the I. C. Hoovers banded about 70 of 
the young Am. Egrets, Little Blue Herons, and 
Black-crowned Night Herons. A Louisiana Heron in 
Albemarle Co., Va., August 5 to 13, is the only 
upper Piedmont, Virginia, record (C. E. Stevens, Jr.). 
Cattle Egrets have been present at Cape May, N. J., 
all summer, 5 adults being noted on July 24 (Frank 
McLaughlin). Four were on the Refuge at Chinco- 
teague, Va., on June 12 (JT); one or two during 
July with the pony herds; and 5 with the cattle on 
Piney Island, near the Refuge in early August (Jacob 
M. Valentine, Refuge Manager). A Yellow-crowned 
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Connie. High tides : 


Night Heron was found nest building at Westville 
N. J., on May 1 (Edward Manners). 

Ibises—Wood Ibises moved northward in num. 
bers this season. Several were seen in the Norfolk 
Va., area: one at Stumpy Lake through most of 
July; and 4 at Sigma on July 9 (Richard Peake, John 
Withrow, PS). In Maryland, Captain George Fisher 
saw 18 or 20 arrive at Gibson Island on June 24. 
15 immatures were seen there on June 26 (Mrs, Gail 
Tappan, Mrs. W. L. Henderson), and 8 or 10 were 
seen daily through mid-August. Two immature birds 
were found at Tilghman’s Island, Md., August 19 
(Jimmy Cumming, fide R. L. Kleen); and 2 were 
reported from the Patuxent River Marsh, near Bris. 
tol, Md., July 12, and one from Patuxent Refuge, 
July 24 (R. E. Stewart). Three Wood Ibises, observed 
near Carlisle, Pa., on June 29 (F. C. Grimm), lin. 
gered about a wet meadow and were photographed 
by the observer. We can find no recent Pennsylvania 
or Maryland records. W. B. Wright, who has sus. 
pected the nesting of the Glossy Ibis in Cape May 
County since 1953, at last detected a bird carrying 
nesting material on May 17, a nest later being dis. 
covered on July 3 by Russell Fowler. The nest con- 
tained 3 eggs, from which two young hatched and 
successfully left the nest. This constitutes not only 
the first breeding record for New Jersey, but the 
first nest found anywhere in this area north of south- 
eastern North Carolina. On July 31 Fowler found 
another nest in the same location, with 3 young 
about ready to fly. Four Glossy Ibises were seen at 
Chincoteague Refuge on June 6 (JMV); 5 on June 
11 (JT); and one or two until late June. 

Geese and Ducks.—Feral Canada Geese continue 
to be reported in the Philadelphia area. Five young 
were raised from a nest found in a quarry hole in 
June (R. J. Middleton). An Egyptian Goose, no doubt 
an escape, came to a small pond at the Audubon 
Shrine, Audubon, Pa., June 8 (J. d’A. Northwood). 
A Redhead which summered in Albemarle County, 
Va. (CES) and a male, evidently a cripple, with a 
female on July 10 at Hollis Marsh Island (JMA, 
JT, Mr. and Mrs. ICH) are the first mid-summer 
Virginia records. A pair of Canvas-backs at Hollis 
Marsh Island on July 10 also form a first Virginia 
mid-summer record. 

Vultures, Hawks—Two Black Vultures, rare on 
the Virginia Eastern Shore, were seen at Oyster on 
July 16 (JT). A pair of Bald Eagles brought off 
two young near Leesburg, Va., as they did last year 
(J. V. Dennis). An Osprey built its nest on top of 
some trash lying above high water line on the beach 
at Stone Harbor in late June. A full set of eggs was 
laid but was destroyed. While Ospreys have nested 
in the salt marshes of the state, this seems to be the 
first record for a New Jersey beach. 

Pheasants —Four Ring-necked Pheasants were seen 
on Cobb Island, Va., June 13 (JT). None have been 
liberated here. 

Rails —Two Black Rails were seen at Chincoteague 
Refuge on June 10 (Ellsworth Knudsen), and one 
on July 27 (JMV). 

Shorebirds —Terborgh counted 150 Am. Oyster- 
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catchers and found 3 nests at Cobb and Wreck 
Islands, Va., June 13 and 14. Marvin Hewitt flushed 
an Am. Woodcock three times at Henderson, Md., on 
July 11. At Parramore Island, Va., P. A. DuMont and 
a D. C. Audubon Society party saw 158 Hudsonian 
Curlews and 350 Western Sandpipers, but only 30 
Semipalmated and 10 Least Sandpipers, on August 
20. Terborgh made an estimate of 150 nesting pairs 
of Willets and found 35 nests (half the eggs 
hatched) at Cedar Island, Va., June 12. Reports of 
Willets nesting on the ocean side of the New Jersey 
coast indicate a further spread in that area. E. and 
V. Wisner found several nests with eggshells in the 
salt marshes back of Ocean City, N. J., on July 15. 
Eight Upland Sandpipers were observed at Oceana 
Naval Air Field, Norfolk, Va., on the unusual dates 
of June 25 and July 4 (F. C. Richardson, PS). Scott 
found 115 Pectoral Sandpipers in a wet meadow at 
Curle’s Neck, near Richmond, Va., July 31, prob- 
ably a record number for inland Virginia away from 
the Washington area. 

Omitted from the June report: Ruff in full breed- 
ing plumage, was spotted among shorebirds feeding 
on an exposed mud flat at Kirkwood, N. J., on May 
15 (Bob Cotton, Dick Wright, Dale Sanville). 

Gulls, Terns.—Stanley Quickmire found a Herring 
Gull’s nest containing 3 eggs on May 25 at Stone 
Harbor, N. J. It was placed, as on previous occasions, 
in a well-known Laughing Gull colony. The colony 
was washed out by the storm of June 11 and all nests 
destroyed. Three nests of the Herring Gull, one with 
two eggs and two with one, were found on a sand 
flat off the shore of Tilghman’s Island on July 24, a 
first record for Maryland (R. L. Kleen, Russell Dize, 
JC). Kleen photographed a nest. Nesting terns had 
a poor season on the Maryland coast (C. S. Robbins). 
The big Forster's Tern colony in Robins Marsh, Chin- 
coteague Bay, Md., was washed out by the June 
flood tide. Only 50 pairs re-nested, their young 
being probably too small to survive Hurricane ‘‘Con- 
nie.’ Common Terns had the poorest production in 
years in Maryland. Least Terns fared somewhat bet- 
ter. Royal Terns produced 76 young on an island off 
South Point at the northern end of Chincoteague Bay, 
the first known to be raised in Maryland, although 
eggs were found there several years ago. The young 
were banded on July 18, as were 144 young Laughing 
Gulls, the first of that species to be banded in the 
state (RES, CSR). At Cobb Island on June 13, Ter- 
borgh saw 50 Gull-billed Terns, a species which 
seems to be steadily increasing on the Eastern Shore 
of Virginia. Four Royal Terns were seen at Tappa- 
hannock, Va., August 13 (CSR). “Connie” brought 
Least Terns to unusual inland points on August 13: 
to Goldsboro (R. B. and A. J. Fletcher), Emmits- 
burg (J. W. Richards), Unity (Seth H. Low), and 
Patuxent Refuge (RES) in Maryland; to the District 
of Columbia (E. G. Davis); and to Albemarle 
County, Va. (CES). At Hollis Marsh Island, Va., 
about 25 pairs were beginning to nest on July 10 
(JMA, JT, Mr. and Mrs. ICH). Black Terns were 
seen at Chincoteague Refuge, Va., through June and 
early July, on dates that are puzzling, even for so 
erratic a bird. There were 4 on June 14, and 25 on 





June 25 (JMV); 21 on the Assateague Island part of 
the Refuge on July 9, and 16 on Chincoteague Cause- 
way on July 11 (FRS, CCS), with adults and im- 
matures in all groups except the first. 

Hummingbirds to Flycatchers—The frequency of 
reports of nesting Ruby-throated Hummingbirds sug- 
gests that they have been unusually abundant in the 
northern part of the Region this year. Miss Ethel 
Brady had a Red-headed Woodpecker under observa- 
tion several times between March 18 and May 15. A 
continued increase of Traill’s Flycatchers in the north- 
ern part of the Region is quite evident, the many 
reports including 16 singing males found near Thoro- 
fare, N. J., June 7 (EM). Nine Acadian Flycatchers 
and a nest with 3 eggs were found along the Maurice 
River south of Vineland, N. J., June 8 (EM, A. 
Sexauer). Another nest with 3 eggs was found at 
Cape May Court House, N. J., on June 20 (SQ). 
We know of no previous records at these places. 

Swallows.—Five Bank Swallows were seen near 
Sanford, Accomack Co., Va., on the early date of 
July 11 (FRS). William Reid reported that at Camp- 
town, Pa., several former nesting sites of Cliff Swal- 
lows were abandoned in 1955, only one bird being 
seen, on April 28. Purple Martins had a good year 
in the Philadelphia area; and at Leesburg, Va., a 
marked increase filled the boxes in town (JVD). 

Warblers —A Cerulean Warbler’s nest was found 
at Wissahickon, Philadelphia, May 14, by Mrs. Evelyn 
Kramer. A Yellow-throated Warbler was observed at 
Middletown, Del., on May 8 (EB). Eight Louisiana 
Water-thrushes were counted along the Maurice River, 
south of Vineland, on June 8 (EM, AS), doubtless 
nesting birds, although no nests were found. In fact, 
there seem to be no nesting records for this species 
in southern New Jersey. The finding of 6 Prothono- 
tary Warblers on this same trip indicates a growing 
population of these birds along the pine barren 
streams of southern New Jersey. 

Grosbeaks —A pair of Blue Grosbeaks was seen 
below Port Penn, Del., on June 4 (Miss Phyllis Hur- 
lock). A singing male Blue Grosbeak was seen 
near Downer, Camden Co., N. J., on July 31 (Dick 
Wright, P. J. O’Brien). 

Sparrows.—Two Lark Sparrows were found at the 
Parramore Island Coast Guard Station, Va., August 
20, and one on Assateague Island, Va., August 21 
(PAD, D. C. Aud. Soc.). Dennis reported a notable 
increase of Vesper Sparrows, coincident with a series 
of dry summers, around Leesburg, Va. Sharp-tailed 
Sparrows were observed at Lynnhaven Inlet, Norfolk, 
Va., to June 25, which is a further indication of pos- 
sible nesting of the species in that area (FCR, PS, 
W. F. Rountrey). A late White-throated Sparrow 
was seen at Solomon’s Island, Md., on June 28 
(K. Stecher).—JULIAN K. Potter, 437 Park Avenue, 
Collingswood, N. J., and J. J. Murray, 6 White 
Street, Lexington, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
The period opened in the lower Piedmont areas with 
the coolest June in the past half-century. Elsewhere 
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had been in 
years. June was 
also dry. The 
lush growth of 
vegetation fa- 
vored by the 
two preceding 
warm months 
was slowed 
somewhat but 
there was no lasting effect. July was wet again and 
temperatures were normal. Nesting dates were behind 
schedule for some species and strangely ahead for 
others. At the southern tip of Georgia, Kuerzi found 
breeding conditions about as usual. Farther north in 
the Region, some retarded nesting was noticed. 

The coastal refuges showed fair production. At 
Pea Island, near the Virginia state line, the breeding 
ducks did well. Brood counts were 20 to 25 per cent 
above the 1954 crop but not quite so good as during 
1953. A large and most unusual flight of Wood 
Ibises penetrated upper North Carolina and beyond 
during the latter part of June. Besides several scattered 
reports of individuals, groups totaling about 200 
birds turned up at Elkin, in middle North Carolina 
near the Virginia line. Several were shot and parts 
salvaged were from young birds. Cattle Egrets were 
found again on the South Carolina coast. Dickcissels 
nested near Winston-Salem. Nesting pairs of all 
species at Critter Hill (eleven acres, Matthews, N. C.) 
were definitely fewer than usual. Hurricanes ‘““Connie”’ 
and “Diane” in mid-August were too late to affect 
coastal nesting colonies appreciably. Unusual species 
brought in by the high winds will be included in 
the fall report. 

Cormorants through Egrets——Richard Kuerzi_ re- 
ported a group of 30 Double-crested Cormorants in 
southward flight high over St. Marys, Ga., June 18. 
Presumably these were the Florida race but the ob- 
servation of any cormorant there is very unusual in 
mid-June. No connection with a breeding colony was 
established. A single Anhinga was seen, July 18, near 
Hallsboro, Columbus Co., N. C. (John Funderburg) ; 
up to 18 nests with eggs were plundered by crows 
at Penny Dam, Charleston County, S. C. In this same 
breeding colony, visited by Ernest Cutts, May 1 and 8, 
there were about 150 nests of Little Blue Herons, 30 
nests of Black-crowned Night Herons, and 15 nests 
of Am. Egrets. Total destruction by crows was esti- 
mated at 600 eggs. A return visit, May 25, showed 
that only the Anhingas were rebuilding. Three Cattle 
Egrets were found in two widely separated pastures 
in Charleston County, July 13, providing the first 
proof of the existence of more than one of that 
species in the state (John Henry Dick, Alexander 
Sprunt, Jr., Francis M. Weston, and Ellison A. 
Williams). 

Ibises —A flight of Wood Ibises in groups totaling 
some 200 birds came down into pasture lands a few 
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miles from Elkin, N. C., June 23rd. (Linville Hep. 
dren). They were promptly fired upon and sever 
were killed. The flocks left in a northwesterly direc. 
tion. Movement of young ibises northward in summer 
or early fall is customary. They seldom reach upper 
North Carolina, however, and it is odd that a record 
penetration would take place during a month of 
record low temperatures. Three Wood Ibises were also 
seen near Southern Pines, N. C., July 13-15 (Mrs. 
A. W. Evans); they were late in appearing in the 
Georgetown area of South Carolina (June 29—Mrs 
Clyde Sisson). There were numerous reports of the 
Glossy Ibis. One concentration of 63 individuals was 
counted at Winyah Bay (Georgetown, S. C.) by 
Francis Schakleford, June 23; twelve were seen on 
July 13 in the rice fields of the nearby Santee Gun 
Club (FMW, ef al.); and at St. Marys, Ga., Kuerzi 
found a wanderer, July 22nd. An immature male 
White Ibis was collected, July 18, at White Swamp, 
Hallsboro, N. C. Stomach content: grasshoppers 
(JF). 

Ducks.—Forty-one broods (287 young) of Black 
Ducks and 93 broods (681 young) of Gadwall were 
counted at the Pea Island Refuge (L. B. Turner, 
Mgr.). Blue-winged Teal raised 2 broods (9 young) 
there this summer. Two Ring-necked drakes remained 
on a small lake near Clemson, S. C., and were stil] 
present, August 4. They flew the length of the lake 
and were not cripples. A hen that was present earlier 
in the summer disappeared from the lake (Gaston 
Gage). 

Gallinules, Stilts —At the Savannah River Refuge, 
FE. O. Mellinger noted a particularly good breeding 
population of Purple Gallinules—exceeding that of 
the Florida Gallinule. Francis Weston (visiting boy- 
hood haunts) and party saw about 50 Black-necked 
Stilts on lands of the Santee Gun Club, July 13. A 
good many stilts nested in the Bull’s Island area. 

Gulls, Terns, Skimmers—Some 2000 Laughing 
Gulls were raised at Pea Island this year. The tern 
production was estimated at 400 to 600, all species. 
There were perhaps 40 per cent fewer Royal Terns 
than usual. No Black Skimmers nested on the Refuge 
but they moved to the banks above the island. At 
Charleston, Ernest Cutts reported young Gull-billed, 
Royal, and Cabot’s Terns on nearby beaches, June 20. 
Nesting Gull-billed Terns were also observed at the 
mouth of the Cape Fear River: 2 nests with eggs, 
June 15. Across the inlet from Wrightsville Beach, 
3 nests with eggs were found on June 16 (JF). On 
July 27, Funderburg also located 2 Common Tern 
nests with eggs near Beaufort, N. C. The population 
of Least Terns was up at Pea Island. A few of these 
small terns were reported inland at Clemson, S. C,, 
July 31 (GG). E. S. Jaycocks, at the Romain Refuge 
(McClellanville, S. C.) found the year about normal 
as to broods. On June 10 he estimated the Royal Tern 
breeding population there to number 10,000. Brown 
Pelicans were the next major breeders at Romain. 
Some 700 pairs were on the islands of Bull's Bay. 
At Beaufort, Black Skimmers nested late due to in- 
terruptions by dredging operations there. 

Doves.—A rather early record, in view of the com- 
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paratively cold weather, was made at Raleigh when 
Murray Allen found a Mourning Dove nest with 2 
eggs, March 7. Ground Dove nests were recorded at 
Charleston: 2 eggs, June 2; young being fed, out of 
the nest, August 12 (EC). 

Flycatchers, Swallows——A Least Flycatcher sang 
regularly throughout the period at Wilkesboro, N. C. 
(Wendell P. Smith). On May 29, at St. Marys, Ga., 
a fully-fledged young Barn Swallow was watched 
while it was being fed by an adult that appeared to 
have abnormally light under-parts (RK). These swal- 
lows nested again in the boat house at McClellanville, 
S$. C., where Weston noted about 12 nests, one of 
which contained young, July 13th. 

Nuthatches, Wrens —Brown-headed Nuthatches 
raised 2 of a brood of 4 in a painted nestbox meas- 
uring 4 by 5 by 8 inches, at Raleigh. The nestlings 
left the box, June 25, 23 days after hatching (T. L. 
Quay). That date is very late for this area—suggest- 
ing unsuccessful first attempts, if not a second brood. 
At Clemson, S. C., a brood of young Carolina Wrens 
“went to bed” June 30, in a Wood Thrush nest from 
which young thrushes had flown on May 25 (Gaston 
Gage). A colony of about 25 pairs of Long-billed 
Marsh Wrens was studied on June 28 and 29 at New 
River Inlet, just above the South Carolina state line. 
Two of these nests contained 3 eggs. Several were 
empty. At Charleston, a nest of this wren contained 
5 eggs, July 18; another had 4 eggs, August 10 
(EC). 

Thrashers —Maxwell Anderson reported an early 
nest of Brown Thrashers at Charleston, April 1, 3 
eggs; and at Clemson, Gage observed a pair of thrash- 
ers feeding 2 broods simultaneously, May 30. One of 
the broods was on the ground, the other still in the 
nest in a Pyracantha bush. 

Finches, Sparrows —J. W. E. Joyner at Rocky 
Mount, N. C., reported a female Indigo Bunting 
feigning injury while he stood within ten feet of one 
of its young that was on the ground. Near Winston- 
Salem, N. C., predators removed the 4 Dickcissel eggs 
that had been found by Stephenson and reported in 
the spring summary. Seaside Sparrows were found 
nesting in good numbers from the mouth of the 
New River south to Fort Fisher, near Wéilming- 
ton. No nests were found south of that point in a 
study that extended to the South Carolina state line 
(JF). Again this summer Song Sparrows were found 
nesting within the city limits of Charlotte. Joseph R. 
Norwood watched 2 young in the vicinity of his 
home, June 7.—B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, Matthews, 
mn. ¢. 


FLORIDA REGION.—Summer was comparatively 
mild in Florida, with temperatures seldom exceeding 
95° or 98°. June was particularly cool, the tempera- 
ture averaging subnormal at all mainland stations re- 
porting and with minima below 60° on_ several 


nights in North Florida. A near-record 49° was re- 
corded at Jasper on the 3rd. Temperatures in July 
were closer to normal, but typical hot weather did not 
appear until August. Heavy local showers, which 
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water level in many lakes 
and ponds is still near an all-time low. 

Inland Occurrence of Coastal Species —For reasons 
not fully understood, several species of coastal birds 
made unprecedented appearances at Lake Jackson 
(Leon County). Three of these had not been re- 
corded in the county before, two others had never 
been found there in summer, and one was recorded 
nesting for the first time. The coincidence of these 
records with a very low water level is especially 
puzzling. 

Early Fall Migration—The number of record- 
breaking arrival dates of fall migrants was unusual, 
especially so for shorebirds. Many of these species 
probably began to arrive early on their breeding 
grounds during the mild weather last March. 

Shearwaters, Pelicans, and Cormorants —A dead 
Audubon’s Shearwater found by Mrs. A. T. Knight 
on Singer's Island (near Palm Beach), July 2, is 
one of about 10 state records for this marine species. 
White Pelicans, notably erratic summer visitors in 
Florida, were found in numbers (200) at inland 
Myakka State Park, July 8, by Allen Crowley and 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Brace (fide Charles P. Preston). 
The first Brown Pelican ever to be recorded in Leon 
County was found at Lake Jackson on August 14 
(William D. Reese and Jack Fehon) and 16 (WDR 
and Henry M. Stevenson). A Double-crested Cor- 
morant (subsp.) seen there on the former date by 
the same observers was one of the few summer 
records for the county and the first for August. 

Wading Birds and Waterfowl —Cattle Egrets again 
showed an increase, with almost 700 nests counted 
at Lake Okeechobee, mostly at Halifax Shoal, June 7 
ff. (Samuel A. Grimes, H. L. Stoddard, and L. A. 
Stimson). An unusually large roost of waders for 
North Florida was observed at Lake Iamonia, June 1. 
Of almost 800 birds counted, 491 were Snowy Egrets 
(HLS and Leon Neel). A high count of Little Blue 
Herons was that of 210 east of Tallahassee, June 25 
(HMS, e¢ al.). Wood Ibis, typically scarce in Leon 
County, numbered 100 or more at Lake Jackson in 
July and August (JF, WDR, HMS, ef a/.). On the 
contrary, Yellow-crowned Night Herons have been 
scarce in this part of the state judging by the almost 
complete absence of immatures along the coast. In- 
creased numbers of Roseate Spoonbills were reported 
at Myakka State Park, July 8 to 16 (17 by AC and 
the Braces, fide CPP), and Key West, August 10 (9 
by Margaret Hundley). Two exceptionally late Blue- 
winged Teal remained near St. Marks Light until 
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June 7 (HMS and George Stevenson). 

Kites, Hawks, and Falcons —Two Swallow-tailed 
Kites were seen on the Wacissa River (Jefferson 
County), July 26 (HLS); and Mississippi Kites were 
encountered more frequently than usual in the Talla- 
hassee Region. Inasmuch as there are few actual 
records of Short-tailed Hawks in summer, one in the 
black phase on Windley Key, July 24 (LAS), is of 
interest. A Sparrow Hawk which had reappeared 
on Alligator Point (near Panacea) by August 6 (Ben 
and Sylvia Berkowitz) set a record arrival date for 
the Tallahassee Division. 

Plovers—A new extreme for the Southern Penin- 
sula was established by the arrival of the Piping 
Plover at Key Biscayne, July 22 (Joel Abramson). 
A Snowy Plover at St. Marks Light, July 16, con- 
stitutes the first definite record there (HMS, ef al.). 
An early Ringed Plover appeared at Lake Jackson, 
August 4 (HMS), but some on Key Biscayne, July 2 
(JA), and singles at Key West, June 22 and July 4 
(MH), may have summered. The southernmost sum- 
mer occurrence of Killdeer in Florida was established: 
1 in southern Dade County on July 17 and 2 on the 
23rd (William G. Atwater); 1 feigning injury on 
Plantation Key in May (Herbert S. Zim). 


Sand pipers.—Record-breaking arrival dates for the‘ 


respective divisions of the state were set by the fol- 
lowing species: Upland Sandpiper, Lake Jackson, 
August 4 (HMS); Spotted Sandpiper, Key West, 
July 13 (MH); Solitary Sandpiper, near Panacea, 
July 16 (HMS, e¢ al.); Lesser Yellow-legs, 25 at 
Key West, July 12 (MH); Pectoral Sandpiper, 
Clewiston, August 10 (JA), and Key West, July 26 
(tie) (MH); Least Sandpiper, Key West, 30 on 
July 12 (MH); dowitcher (sp.), 2 in breeding plum- 
age at Key West, July 15 (MH); Stilt Sandpiper, 
Lake Jackson, August 4 (HMS), and Key West, 
August 10 and 13 (MH); Semipalmated Sandpiper, 
10 at Key West, July 26 (MH); and Sanderling, 22 
at Key West, August 13 (MH). Other significantly 
early records were those of 15 Greater Yellow-legs at 
Key West, July 12 (MH); Least Sandpiper at Lake 
Jackson, July 18 (HMS); and Western Sandpiper 
at Key West, July 4. The outstanding rarity during 
the period was the Baird’s Sandpiper, identified both 
near Perrine, July 16 (Mr. and Mrs. B. J. Kincaid, 
LAS), and at Lake Jackson, August 4 (HMS). A 
dowitcher (Long-billed?) at Lake Jackson, August 
4, provided the first fall record for Leon County 
(HMS). At the same time and place 140 Pectoral 
Sandpipers were found on the small portion of the 
lake covered, and 35 Western Sandpipers was a high 
count for inland waters (HMS). 

Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers —A Laughing Gull at 
Lake Jackson, first seen on June 12 and collected on 
July 1, was a new species for Leon County; two 
other gulls occurred there in summer for the first 
time—1 Herring on June 12 only, and Ring-billed 
Gulls dwindling from 6 on that date to 1 on August 
4 (HMS). With these gulls on June 12, but not 
seen subsequently, was the first Black Skimmer ever 
to be reported in Leon County. Finally, a colony of 
20 or more Least Terns was found nesting there (2 
nests with eggs found) on July 1 (JF and HMS)— 
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possibly the only inland nesting record of the species 
in northwestern Florida. A perplexing problem is the 
appearance of Ring-billed Gulls in August—far ahead 
of the normal fall migration—in areas where they 
were not present in early summer. This year such 
records were made at Miami and on the Keys, August 
10 to 14 (LAS, MH). Rarities included a dead 
Bridled Tern at Palm Beach, July 10 (Mrs. Knight 
and Ellen Adie); a Caspian Tern at East Point, June 
11 (HMS); and Gull-billed Terns near St. Marks 
Light, June 7 (HMS and GS), and in southern Dade 
County, July 2 to August 12 (up to 13 seen by 
WGA, JA, et al.). Ten Black Terns, flying south past 
Key West on July 3 (MH), mark the earliest fall date 
for the Lower Keys. 

Kingfishers through Swallows.—Two phenomenally 
late Belted Kingfishers were seen frequently at Key 
West until June 14, but with no later records and 
no evidence of nesting (MH). The Red-cockaded 
Woodpecker, now thought to be rare in South 
Florida, was found nesting south of the Tamiami 
Trail (Monroe County) on June 4 (WGA). The 
following records attest to an early swallow migra. 
tion: Tree, Clewiston, August 10 (JA); Bank, Alli- 
gator Point, August 6 (BB and SB); Rough-winged, 
Lake Jackson, 1 immature flying south on June 10 
(HMS); Barn Swallow and Purple Martin, southern 
Dade County, July 2 (WGA). The Barn Swallows 
were the earliest of record for the Southern Pen. 
insula. 

Thrushes, Gnatcatchers, Warblers—The unprece- 
dented occurrence of Am. Robins in South Florida in 
early summer was first reported by Mr. and Mrs. 
R. L. Thompson, into whose yard they were coming 
to feed from June 23 well into August. The identifica 
tion was confirmed by Stimson and others. Taken in 
conjunction with August records for previous years, 
this indicates the possibility that a few may nest 
occasionally in Miami, even though the only known 
breeding station in Florida to date is at Pensacola, 
600 miles distant. A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at Lake 
Worth, July 18 (Hazel Bradley, et al.), is the earliest 
ever reported from the Southern Peninsula. Record- 
breaking arrival dates for warblers were set by the 
Yellow at St. Marks Light, July 16 (HMS, ef al.) 
and the Northern Water-thrush (tie), near Talla- 
hassee, August 6 (HMS). Unusually early also were 
the Yellow-throated, southern Dade County, July 23 
(WGA) and a Black and White near Tallahassee, 
July 19 (HMS), whereas an Am. Redstart at Sarasota, 
June 3 (CPP), was the latest spring record for the 
Southern Peninsula. 

Cowbirds, Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows.—Fatly 
Brown-headed Cowbirds were encountered near Tal- 
lahassee on July 19 (15 females and/or immature 
males), and at St. Marks Light, August 8 (HMS, 
et al.). The possibility suggests itself, however, that 
some of these may have hatched from eggs laid in 
spring by cowbirds now farther north. A male Sum- 
mer Tanager south of Miami on June 18 and July 2 
was at the southern extremity of the species’ breeding 
range (WGA), and an increase of this bird was 
noted at Sarasota (CPP). The earliest Painted Bunt- 
ings of record in South Florida appeared in Hialeah 
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on July 22 (Paul Garritson, fide LAS). Although the 
beginning of fall migration in the Blue Grosbeak is 
imperfectly known, 3 at Alligator Point on August 
6 (BB and SB) are believed to be abnormally early. 
The Field Sparrow, a rare breeder in Florida, was 
heard in full song at two points east of Tallahassee, 
June 25 (HMS, ef al.) —HENrY M. STEVENSON, 
Dept. of Zoology, Florida State University, Talla- 
hassee, Fla. 


ONTARIO-WESTERN NEW YORK REGION.— 
From the Finger Lakes to the head of Lake Superior, 
the summer just past was one of the hottest and 
driest on record. 

Creeks and pastures 
’ dried up, lake levels 

dropped, and_ the 

prolonged drought 
seemed to be the 
chief topic of con- 
versation. Forest 
fires burned over 

373,029 acres of 

bush in Ontario 

(worst summer in 

the long history of 

forest protection in 

the Province), many 

farmers in agricul- 

tural areas had to 
turn their cattle into the grain fields or feed them 
next winter's silage, grain ripened prematurely and 
did not reach normal height, and the rate of flow 
of water in the Ottawa River (only two-thirds nor- 
mal) reduced to the danger point the energy required 
to operate the Hydro turbines at the power plants. 
All through June and July it was illegal to use lawn 
hoses in the writer's section of suburban Toronto, and 
old-timers in the Sudbury District claim water-levels 
by August had reached an all-time low by 20 inches. 
Strong easterly winds of Aug. 12-13-14 (Hurricane 
“Connie”) brought several seabirds, rare in this 
Region, into Ontario. 

Grebes—The discovery of a breeding station for 
the Red-necked Grebe at Cochrane, Ont., was reported 
on July 12 by Dr. W. W. H. Gunn, Field Secretary 
of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists. He saw 15 
adults and 3 young on that date on Lillibelle Lake, 
more than 400 miles north and east of the nearest 
known nesting places at Burlington, Sioux Lookout 
and Whitefish Lake. 

Petrels— The first Black-capped Petrel to enter 
this Region since the great storm of August 28, 1893, 
was a specimen found dead by Alice Ulrich at Mor- 
gan’s Point, on the north shore of Lake Erie, 30 miles 
west of Buffalo, on August 21. Its presence may be 
directly attributed to Hurricane “Connie,” spawned in 
the West Indies. Two were picked up along the Tor- 
onto shoreline after the 1893 blow. Also ‘‘Connie- 
borne,” apparently, was the Leach’s Petrel Mrs. 
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Harold Patry picked up alive on August 16 (died 
same day) at Loughboro Lake, near Kingston, Ont. 
The only previous record for the Province was one 


picked up after a severe storm at Cornwall, July 19, 
1939. The third specimen attributable to “Connie” 
was the Wilson’s Petrel Glen Meyers found dead at 
Long Beach, south of Wainfleet, Ont., August 14. 
It, too, was the second record for the Province, one 
having been picked up dead by some boys after a 
severe storm at Gull Lake, Beaumaris, in the spring 
of 1897 or 1898. All seven birds mentioned in this 
paragraph are in the ROMZP. 

Whistling Swan.—During the spring flight of this 
species in March (westward through the Lake Erie 
district) the worst gale in 25 years hit the lake from 
the southwest on March 22. That day and the next 
there were many reports of Whistling Swans on 
inland ponds in Middlesex (Dougald Murray), in- 
cluding 300 on Fanshawe Lake on the 23rd (Scotty 
Laughton). This displacement appeared seriously to 
disrupt the species’ northwestward flight, for there 
were Whistling Swans in small numbers scattered all 
through this Region throughout the summer, when 
they ought normally to be in the far northwest. A 
quick run-down shows that there were 2 at Kettle 
Point, May 19; 6 at Port Britain, May 21; at North 
Cuba marsh, N. Y., until May 22; at Binghampton, 
N. Y., until May 25; at Park and Canoe Lakes, Al- 
gonquin Park, about June 1 (first Algonquin 
records); 25 at Pigeon Lake, north of Omemee, June 
4 to 14; 17 at Meta and Kenogamisis Lakes and at 
Caramat, in the Geraldton district, in early June; 2 
at Port Credit, June 14; 2 at Sundridge, about June 
16 to 18; 1 at Kettle Point, June 18; 3 at Monte- 
zuma National Wildlife Refuge, N. Y., June 19; 2 
at Stokes Bay, June 26; 2 at Wasaga Beach, until 
July 5; 5 at Burnt River, 25 to 30 miles northwest 
of Lindsay, the first few days of July; 1 at Kaga- 
wong, in mid-July, and 1 caught at the mouth of the 
Wolf River, Thunder Bay District, about August 15. 
All these places are in Ontario, unless marked N. Y. 

Brant.—There was another good late spring flight 
of Brant through the eastern portion of our map, as 
the following records from southeastern Ontario 
show: large flocks at the Sandbanks, May 21 (Art 
Bell, Walter Lamb); 75 to 100 on Lake Lavielle, 
May 22, the first Algonquin Park record (Fred Bods- 
worth); 800 near Nicholson’s Island, during the 
week ending May 28 (Lands and Forests Office: 
Winters); 150 at Oshawa, May 28 (Alf Bunker), 
and two flocks of 50 and 100 at Mallorytown, June 
4 (David Hurrie, Albert Dutly). 

Ducks.—Due to the prolonged drought this sum- 
mer, marshes around Lake Simcoe became relatively 
dry, and there was a below-average production of 
these birds, according to District Biologist Hugh 
McCrimmon, Department of Lands and Forests. 
Around the head of Lake Superior (“The Lakehead” 
in these summaries), the Pintail is increasing nicely 
as a summer resident, and a nest with 7 eggs found 
at Port Arthur, May 29, was the third definite breed- 
ing record for the area, according to Dr. Albert E. 
Allin. In the Escanaba area at the north shore of Lake 
Michigan (beyond-our Region), Dr. Miles D. Pirnie 
found “more broods than ever’ of Pintails this sum- 
mer. 

Grouse.—An interesting experiment was the intro- 
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duction of 21 Blue Grouse at Sibley Provincial Park, 
on the north shore of Lake Superior, by the Depart- 
ment of Lands and Forests. The birds were provided 
by the British Columbia Game Commission, flown 
to Fort William, and released in Sibley Park (which 
most closely resembles the habitat of the species in 
the west) through the cooperation of the local Game 
and Fish Association. Sibley Park, of course, is a 
game preserve. Sixteen young and 5 adults were 
banded and liberated, according to the Newsletter of 
the Department of Lands and Forests, District of Port 
Arthur, for the week ending August 21. 

Shorebirds —The dry summer seemed to expose 
mudflats in many parts of this Region which are 
normally under water. At Ashbridges Bay, Toronto, 
there were 18 species of waders present, August 
11-12-13 (Dr. R. M. Saunders). A new northern 
occurrence for the Upland Sandpiper (in eastern On- 
tario) was established by Ed Seeber and Art Schaffner 
when they saw one in June, 8 miles south of Latch- 
ford, in the extreme northern part of Nipissing Dis- 
trict, 100 miles north of the most northerly previous 
summer occurrences at Gore Bay and Lake of Two 
Rivers. In western Ontario, the species has bred at 
the Lakehead. A specimen of Ruff, taken at Fort 
Severn, on Hudson Bay, June 9, was presented to 
the ROMZP by Biologist Harry Lumsden, Department 
of Lands and Forests. Previous Ontario specimens 
were two taken at Toronto in the 1880's; and George 
North had one under observation at Hamilton, June 
30 to July 3, 1936. New for Ontario, and likely 
carried here on the winds of Hurricane “Connie,” 
was the Black-necked Stilt Frances Bourne and Rita 
Seccombe saw at Frederickhouse Lake, Timmins, Sept. 
1. It was the “size of [Common] tern perched upon 
red legs to twice the height of the Ring-billed Gulls; 
solid black mantle, white tail and front, and long, 
straight bill.’’ There is a record of one found dead 
near Cleveland, Ohio, August 15, 1941. 

Jaegers—There are only two or three records of 
the Long-tailed Jaeger south of Hudson Bay in this 
Region, yet Dr. Robert Stewart feels sure the jaeger 
he saw at Snake Island, Kingston, June 10, was of 
this species. 

Gulls —Herring Gulls are now nesting at Port 
Hope, according to Ted McDonald and Peter Landry, 
likely an overflow from Scotch Bonnet Island, to the 
east (where they have nested for years). These 
places are on the north shore of Lake Ontario, east 
of Toronto. Landry also photographed a flying Little 
Gull at Port Hope, July 3, a further indication that 
this gull is fast becoming an annual visitor (among 
Bonaparte’s Gulls) around the lower Great Lakes. 

Terns.—The fifth “Connie-blown” bird was the 
Sooty Tern Hurrie watched carefully for ten minutes 
through binoculars on August 14 on Lees Pond, about 
7 miles northwest of Brockville, Ont. Although never 
before recorded from Ontario, this species has been 
hurricane-blown in the past, north to Nova Scotia 
and Maine and inland to West Virginia. Mr. Hurrie’s 
detailed report is a model of perfection and is, of 
course, filed at the ROMZP. 

Cuckoos.—Black-billed Cuckoos seem certainly to 
be on the northward move in this area and in July 
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Fred Helleiner considered them to be “more plentify| 
than around Toronto” at Cochrane, while Dr. Gunp 
and D. A. Garrity noted 2 or 3 at Moosonee, July 
14. The CNR transcontinental line, on which Coch. 
rane is located, marks the northern limits of occur. 
rence for this bird. Moosonee is about 135 miles 
farther north. 

Goatsuckers—Helleiner noted the Whip-poor-wil| 
on June 18, six miles north of Kirkland Lake. The 
only occurrence north of that (in ROMZP files) was 
from the country east of Matheson (Dr. Jack Sat. 
terly), about 35 miles north of Helleiner’s observa. 
tion. 

Flycatchers—At Point Pelee (1941) and at Pelee 
Island (1950), Traill’s Flycatchers uttering unfamiliar 
notes (to the Ontario listener) were recorded. These 
utterances could be best described as a colorless, 
beady, persistent, ‘witzeeoo’, quite unlike the well. 
known ‘waybeeoo’ or ‘wheebee’ heard commonly 
throughout the Province. The conclusion that the 
Pelee population represents a more southerly race 
of the species appears justified. Now the unfamiliar 
southerners appear to be moving their range north- 
ward, and the compiler has heard them in three 
places in the neighborhood of Toronto (Richmond 
Hill, 1953; Oshawa and Highland Creek, 1954), 
where he never heard them before in 35 years observ- 
ing. Pelee Island specimens prove to be grayed olive 
dorsally; those from the rest of Ontario are olive 
(L. L. Snyder, Contrib. ROMZP, 35, 1953, p. 21). 
Mr. Snyder, in his able paper, suggests that the east- 
ern Traill’s Flycatchers be divided into two races, the 
more southerly (including Pelee Island) to be traillii 
and that from the rest of Ontario alnorum. 

Swallows —In eastern Ontario, the Purple Martin 
has been found nesting north to Sault Ste. Marie. 
First nesting in the Lake Nipissing area (on the same 
latitude) was reported in June by M. G. Gould at 
North Bay (birds entering and emerging from hole 
in electric-light standard on Algonquin Avenue). The 
species nests in western Ontario from the Lakehead 
to Kenora. 

Mockingbird —In our report for last winter we 
mentioned the nesting of the Mockingbird (in 1954) 
at Kagawong, on Manitoulin Island, and suggested 
that some confirmation would be desirable as this 
species has never bred north of the Essex-Lambton- 
Haldimand-Wentworth-York line, far to the south of 
Manitoulin. This summer (1955) Dr. Miles D. Pirnie 
saw a pair and their nest with 4 eggs one mile east 
of Spring Bay, just 12 miles south of Kagawong. In 
our last report (for the spring) we commented on 
the fact that the first occurrences of this bird in the 
Bruce Peninsula and at Lake Nipissing had been 
made. Evidently, then, the species is on the north- 
ward move, and has now nested more than 200 miles 
beyond its previous northern breeding limits in this 
Region. 

Vireos, Warblers—A rare breeder in the Ithaca 
area, the Solitary Vireo was this summer _photo- 
graphed at its’nest by Dr. Arthur A. Allen. And 
somewhat south of its normal nesting grounds in 
Ontario was the Myrtle Warbler that Professor T. F. 
MclIlwraith and Harold Reeve watched feeding a 
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youngster on July 1 at Presqu’Ile, on the north shore 
of Lake Ontario. 

Blackbirds—First breeding of the Bobolink at the 
Lakehead was reported by Allin (young seen by Mrs. 
M. Knowles in the township of Paipoonge). Hel- 
leiner, Gunn and Garrity noted three Eastern Meadow- 
larks (two singing), July 9 to 12, six miles south of 
Cochrane, and 100 miles north of Gogama, the most 
northerly previous summer occurrence. Western 
Meadowlarks continue to spread into this Region, 
with increasing frequency, each year. In our spring 
report we recorded individuals as far east as Ottawa 
(Carleton Co., Ont.), and the Finger Lakes of New 
York. This summer one was noted at Batavia, N. Y., 
(July 3, Emerson, et al.), three summered around 
Toronto (Agincourt, Brampton and Scarborough 
Junction), one was heard singing near Thessalon 
(June 17), and Helleiner located another singing 
(June 26 to July 8) at Val Gagne, 7 miles north of 
Matheson (first evidence of its presence in summer 
north of the Soo-Peterboro line). There were two 
observations of the Yellow-headed Blackbird—pair 
at Ovid, N. Y., July 1, by Mrs. Ruth Fitchen; and 
male at Buckhorn, Ont., August 10, by John Reddick. 
Brewer's Blackbirds are expanding their breeding 
range around the Lakehead. This summer, Allin re- 
ported them in five areas ‘round the twin cities of 
Fort William and Port Arthur. A six-storied nest of 
the Yellow Warbler seems worthy of note. Found at 
London, Ont., by Dr. William Judd, it had an 
imbedded egg of the Brown-headed Cowbird in each 
layer (except the top?). The cowbird finally gave 
up, and the warbler reared two of its own young 
from the top (6th) story. Friedmann’s volume on the 
cowbirds (1929) refers to five-storied nests, but the 
only six-storied nest of this warbler recorded, appar- 
ently, was by Forbush, in his Birds of Massachusetts 
(1929). 

Finches —Gerry Bennett's observation of a Car- 
dinal feeding young at Cobourg, June 14, was the 
most easterly record of this bird breeding in Ontario, 
except for Dr. W. A. Paul’s record of a pair with 
3 or 4 young at Tweed in the summer of 1953. The 
known-breeding range of the Indigo Bunting was 
extended approx. 200 miles northward (from the Soo 
and Lake Nipissing latitude) on July 10 by Gunn, 
Garrity and Helleiner, when they saw a pair with 
at least two young in Calder township, 12 miles 
northwest of Cochrane. Indigos, however, have been 
steadily moving northward from Lake Nipissing, and 
there are records of summer occurrence at Kirkland 
Lake, within 70 miles of Cochrane. An Eastern Tow- 
hee at Devonshire, 15 miles south of Cochrane, on 
June 22 (Schaffner, Seeber) also marked a 200 mile 
northward extension in the known-summer range of 
it (from the Soo and Lake Nipissing)—JAMEs L. 
BAILLIE, Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology and 
Palaeontology, 100 Queen's Park, Toronto. 


APPALACHIAN REGION.—The “law of compen- 
sation’” seems still to be in force. After the great 
“northern” bird flight during the winter of 1954-55, 











and the highly aberrant migration 
last spring, we have had, in the 
Appalachian Region, a spectacularly 
unspectacular summer in the bird 
world. Of their summer observa- 
t, tions, a number of correspondents 
¢ ee simply replied, “Nothing to re- 
port.” Others sent interesting, but 
much shortened accounts of the 
season. Even negative findings, 
however, may be of value. 

The pattern of several past sum- 
mers was followed during late June 
and July—severe and protracted 
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drought was the rule throughout 





much of the Region. Coupled with 
dry weather was a heat wave that 
approached or broke all modern records. At Morgan- 
town, W. Va., we had a period of 39 days during 
which the thermometer failed only once to reach 
85° or higher. This excessive heat and drought 
affected garden vegetables and flowers, delaying their 
maturity or blossoming by as much as three weeks. 

During August there was more rain, although heat 
continued. The early part of September has been very 
hot and dry, temperatures on several days exceeding 
90°. Although heavy rains accompanied and followed 
“Connie” and “Diane,” major effects of these hurri- 
canes were felt to the east of the Appalachians. All 
observers were on the lookout for storm-swept birds, 
but only one really unusual record was made. Mrs. 
Southgate Hoyt, of Ithaca, N. Y., reported that a 
Sooty Tern was found near Athens, Pa., on August 
17. The bird is now in the Cornell University col- 
lection. 

After a spring migration during which almost all 
species were late, many were extraordinarily scarce, 
and some failed to appear, this observer at least had 
difficulty in making sense of the summer birding. I 
did not see or hear an Eastern Kingbird during June 
in the Morgantown area; then suddenly in July there 
were family groups as usual in the apple orchard and 
on the telephone wires. Next to Yellow Warblers, 
Yellow-breasted Chats and Common Yellowthroats 
are normally the most abundant wood warblers near 
my home; this year both were exceptionally late and 
relatively scarce. Even Eastern Phoebes were missing 
from many spots where they usually nest. 

The peak of the late-summer swallow migration 
was two to three weeks early. Purple Martins reached 
their greatest abundance (on TV aerials) on August 
12; last year’s peak came on Sept. 3. Certain shore- 
birds—Pectoral Sandpipers, Greater Yellow-legs, and 
Black-bellied Plovers were notable—arrived in late 
July, much before their usual dates. 

Grebes, Herons.—Pied-billed Grebes showed up in 
numbers unusually early near Morgantown. On 
August 31 there were 8 on Field’s Park Reservoir. 
Scattered Great Blue Herons spent the summer, al- 
though we have no positive evidence of their having 
nested. It was a poor year for ‘‘white’’ herons, con- 
tinuing the pattern of the past few summers. Cur- 
iously, ““white’’ herons were much more common in 
West Virginia during their post-breeding flights 
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before they began to establish rookeries northward. 
An immature Black-crowned Night Heron on June 
16 near Wardensville, W. Va. (George Hall), sug- 
gested the possibility of a nearby rookery. Another 
immature of the same species showed up near Mor- 
gantown in late August. Adults and young in north- 
eastern Ohio also suggest local nesting, although no 
nests were found (Vincent McLaughlin). 

Geese, Ducks —As a belated spring note, Allen 
Souder reported that two Canada Geese on Spruce 
Lake, W. Va., on April 14 had their under-tail coverts 
dyed red. Birds were marked in this way by Paul 
Kraeger on the St. Marks, Fla., Refuge during the 
winter. McLaughlin wrote that few dabbling ducks 
were raised in the northeastern Ohio section. A 
Blue-winged Teal near State College, Pa., on June 19 
was noteworthy (H. B. Curry). On June 28 a male 
Gadwall, able to fly, appeared on the Carrie Dam, 
near Butler, Pa. (F. W. Preston). At the McClintic 
Wildlife Station, Mason Co., W. Va., J. C. Appel 
counted 24 separate broods of Wood Ducks, with a 
total of 198 young, on May 14. J. J. Murray believes 
that Wood Ducks nesting in the Lexington, Va., 
neighborhood raised abnormally small broods. 

Hawks.—Now that the “vermin” extermination 
contests, so popular and widespread a few years ago, 
have tapered off, Broad-winged Hawks may be making 
a small, but encouraging, comeback. Through much 
of the northern Appalachian Region, these useful 
buteos were the most frequent hawk victims of the 
hunters. This past summer I found Broad-wings in 
areas where I had not previously seen them. Gener- 
ally speaking, hawks of any species are far too un- 
common in summer. Marsh Hawks were present at 
Cranesville Bog (Larry Schwab). The Brooks Bird 
Club group noted an Osprey along the Cacapon 
River, Hardy Co., W. Va., on June 18. These sum- 
mer Ospreys in the West Virginia mountains are 
still pretty much of a mystery. 

Gallinaceous Birds—If the Ruffed Grouse popula- 
tion is down (there have been some indications of a 
decline) this condition is still only local, since 
grouse appeared to be in about usual numbers in 
many places. On June 3, Wayne Bailey found, near 
Cranberry Glades, W. Va., a hen grouse with 15 
young, the largest brood he has ever seen or heard of. 
Bob-whites were unusually successful in  north- 
eastern Ohio (VM). At Morgantown a_ Bob- 
white whistled his full three-phrase call near my 
home each evening during August until the 29th. 
I had never heard this full call being regularly given 
so late in the season. Wild Turkeys, while definitely 
reduced by last winter's heavy snows, seem to have 
had a fair season. Raymond Hawse reported 41 birds 
in 8 flocks on the Nathaniel Mountain, W. Va., 
Refuge, but says that he knows of four more large 
flocks on nearby lands. 

Rails, Gallinules, Coots.—Virginia Rails and Soras 
were found in comfortable numbers in northeastern 
Ohio (VM). Howard Heimerdinger found a King 
Rail at Mosquito Lake, Ohio, on July 30, the only 
summer record for the Region. Florida Gallinules 
raised young on these Ohio lakes, and Merrill Wood 
photographed a nest with 10 eggs near State College, 
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Pa. Am. Coots remained at Evans Lake, Ohio, until 
June 10, but none was seen after that. 

Shorebirds —A Piping Plover at Mosquito Lake, 
Ohio, on August 14 was noteworthy (VM and 
others). Remarkably scarce were Killdeers. After the 
interrupted spring migration, they have not built y 
to anything like normal numbers. A Black-bellied 
Plover at State College, Pa., on July 28 was €Xcep. 
tionally early (Merrill Wood). Murray thinks that 
two Black-bellies near Lexington, Va., on August 1g 
may have been turned inland by “Diane.” Hall, with 
the B.B.C. group, found Am. Woodcocks “positively 
abundant” along the Lost and Cacapon Rivers, Hardy 
Co., W. Va., in June. This is the first such summer 
report on woodcocks in W. Va., since some Cran. 
berry Glades records in 1914. Upland Sandpipers 
apparently did not nest at the Morgantown airport 
this year, although two individuals appeared there on 
July 31 (Earl McCue). Max Carpenter found a pair 
of these birds near Lilly, Va., on May 29, and another 
pair west of Harrisonburg, Va., on June 7. Greater 
Yellow-legs were unusually early and common, 
Heimerdinger found two groups of 12 each at Mos. 
quito Lake, Ohio, on August 5. Three birds of this 
species were at Scotia Pond, Center Co., Pa., on July 
11 (MW). On August 14, 7 White-rumped Sand. 
pipers were found in northeastern Ohio. All observ- 
ers report “peep” sandpipers very scarce. 

Gulls, Terns —An adult Bonaparte’s Gull at Black 
Moshannon Lake, Pa., on July 26 marks the first July 
record for this species in the area (MW). Mrs. E. M. 
West found Bonaparte’s for the first time in May near 
Chattanooga, Tenn. A Common Tern on June 11 near 
Lexington, Va., is the only local summer record for 
this species (JJM). A few Black and Common Terns 
appeared in northeastern Ohio on August 6. 

Other Non-Passerines—Cuckoos, of both local 
species, came late and were scarce until late June. 
Then they became common, Yellow-billed unusually 
so. A Long-eared Owl's nest in late May at Oglebay 
Park, Wheeling, W. Va., was the first ever found in 
the neighborhood. Fred C. Brooks and the writer 
heard a Saw-whet Owl calling in a spruce-balsam 
thicket near Cheat Bridge, W. Va., on the evening 
of June 3. The first heavy flight of Common Night- 
hawks at Morgantown came on August 29, when over 
100 were counted in 20 minutes (FCB, MB). Mrs. 
West found a Red-cockaded Woodpecker near Chat- 
tanooga on August 18. 

Flycatchers.—As might be expected, flycatchers were 
widely affected by spring freezes of such intensity as 
to upset whole generations of some insects. Several ob- 
servers noted an unusual scarcity of Acadian Flycatch- 
ers..No one, so far as the writer knows, found Olive- 
sided Flycatchers in the West Virginia mountains this 
year. The late-migrating Least Flycatchers were, how- 
ever, unusually common. Comments on Traill’s Fly- 
catchers are interesting. McLaughlin quotes Dressel 
as deciding, after a period of study, that this is now 
the most abundant of the flycatchers in northern Ohio. 
W. S. Clarke, Jr., finds Traill’s moving into the State 
College, Pa., area. Schwab found them very common 
at Cranesville Bog this year, and Clark Miller found 
them locally abundant in Jefferson Co., W. Va., at 
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elevations of about 500 ft. Only a few years ago we 
thought this species was restricted to a few high 
mountain bogs in West Virginia. 

Swallows.—Like the flycatchers, swallows seemed 
to follow unusual behavior patterns during late spring 
and summer. Build-up to normal populations was 
slow in some species, and didn’t occur in others. Cliff 
Swallows were scarce all summer in areas where they 
usually nest commonly. Late July and August migra- 
tion flights were very early, and in the case of Barn 
and Cliff Swallows, never reached normal proportions. 
Carpenter found a large migration of Cliff Swallows 
near Dayton, Va., on July 14, almost a month earlier 
than they usually congregate in the mountains. 

Nuthatches, Wrens, Kinglets—Red-breasted Nut- 
hatches, so common last winter, remained to nest in 
many areas where they are normally scarce or absent. 
Every observer commenting remarked on the scarcity 
of Bewick’s Wrens. Early arrivals came before the 
March freezes; then, save for a few scattered migrants, 
they simply disappeared. If Winter Wrens were pres- 
ent in some of their usual Spruce Belt haunts in early 
June, they were keeping strangely silent. John Ter- 
borgh reported a singing male Ruby-crowned King- 
let in the West Virginia Cheat Mountains on July 
2 and 3. 

Vireos, Warblers —Vireos and wood warblers, as 
insect-eaters, shared the profound early disturbance to 
insects caused by freezing weather. It would be easy 
to fill this entire report with accounts of warbler 
species which were locally abnormally scarce or abun- 
dant. For example, Schwab was unable to find any 
Nashvilles at Cranesville Bog, but did find Mournings 
at elevations considerably lower than their normal 
breeding range. Prothonotary Warblers were locally 
common in some parts of eastern West Virginia, and 
one bird remained near State College, Pa., until June 
(Clarke). McCue noted the first sizable warbler mi- 
gration flights at Morgantown on August 24 and 28. 

Tanagers, Finches —Summer Tanagers were calling 
just south of Morgantown in August, my first Monon- 
galia County records. A pair of Dickcissels occupied 
a clover field near Dayton, Va., during June (MC). 
Purple Finches nested farther south, and at lower 
elevations than has been usual. Hall found Red Cross- 
bills at Gaudineer Knob, W. Va., on July 30.— 
MauricE Brooks, Division of Forestry, West Vir- 
ginia University, Morgantown, W. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—The early 
spring gave summer a head start, and summer really 
poured on the heat! From Seney came this, “The 

weather this 
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was recorded on May 3. Temperatures for May, June, 
and July averaged above normal, with July’s tem- 
perature 5.0° above normal, the hottest July since 
1921 at Marquette. Precipitation was slightly above 
normal, but with the heat, gardens and grass suffered 
considerably (Mrs. Mary Spear Ross). In the Kala- 
mazoo area the weather picture was the same. ““Add 
to this the use of herbicides along roadsides and 
under power and telephone lines and you have a 
burned looking countryside’’ (Mrs. Gladys Hall). 
The Detroit Weather Bureau reported the average 
temperature for June was near normal, but cooler 
than for the Junes of the past three years! But July 
was the hottest on record with 17 days when maxi- 
mum temperatures were over 90°. August had nine 
days of the first twenty with temperatures over 90°. 
Precipitation was way below normal in the Detroit 
area. Wisconsin's weather conditions were a repeti- 
tion of Michigan's, as were Minnesota’s. In Minnesota 
(Minneapolis Weather Bureau) it was the warmest 
July since 1936 and the warmest August since 1947. 
Precipitation was slightly above normal. 

Loons, Pelicans, Cormorants —At Seney National 
Wildlife Refuge at Seney, southern Michigan, there 
was an estimated 25 percent decrease in breeding pairs 
of the Common Loon. A lone White Pelican was first 
observed on June 14th at Horicon Marsh in Wiscon- 
sin (R. Labisky) and was last reported on August 
23 (Tom Soulen). Eleven nests of the Double-crested 
Cormorant were found at Horicon Marsh this year 
(Lloyd Gunther and R. W. Poulter). Only three 
were found in 1954. 

Herons.—Am. Egrets were first reported nesting 
(in modern times) at Horicon Marsh in Wisconsin. 
in 1943. In 1954 a second rookery was established 
which increased in size this year (Dick Hunt). Post- 
breeding records of Am. Egrets in southern Wis- 
consin indicated the greatest flight since 1952 (G. W. 
Foster, Jr.). There also seemed to be a flight of 
Little Blue Herons in southern Wisconsin with a 
peak number of 14 on August 13 in Horicon Marsh, 
Wis. (Tom Soulen). Of more than usual interest 
were two nesting records of the Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron. A nest containing half-grown young 
was reported from Winona County, Minn., on July 2 
(Brother Theodore). Photographs of this nest were 
later obtained by W. J. Breckenridge and W. J. 
Wilkie. In the southwest corner of Racine County, 
Wis., a nest of the Yellow-crowned Night Heron 
was found on June 27, 1955 (Judge J. Allan 
Simpson). The nest was apparently unaffected by a 
nesting Cooper's Hawk some fifty feet away. 

Waterfowl—At Mud Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge, Marshall Co., Minn., Canada Goose produc- 
tion was about the same as last year (J. C. Carlsen). 
At Seney Refuge, Mich., there was a slight increase 
in nesting pairs, but nesting success dropped from 
76 percent to 65 percent, so the total production fell 
a bit below the two previous years. At Seney and 
Mud Lake Refuges there may have been a slight 
increase in production of ducks. At Mud Lake some 
species, such as Gadwall, Redheads and Canvas-backs 
showed an increase, but Blue-winged Teal decreased 
by half. The breeding waterfowl census in Minnesota 
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showed a dismal decline, 1.66 pairs of ducks per 


square mile as against 3.17 in 1954 (Forrest Lee).° 


Hawks.—Two Pigeon Hawk nests were found in 
Marquette County, Mich. One was abandoned and in 
the other nest there were 4 eggs on June 13. These 
hatched about June 23 or 24; the young were 
banded on July 1, and left the nest on July 19 
(Richard Gysendorfer). They were also seen by 
Mary Spear Ross and Mr. Thoren. In Birds of Michi- 
gan by Norman A. Wood (1949) is the statement, 
“But positive proof of breeding in Michigan is lack- 
ing.’ Unless there have been other records since this 
publication, Mr. Gysendorfer’s is the first nesting 
record of the Pigeon Hawk in Michigan. He also 
took pictures but these were not developed at the 
time of writing. 

Rails.—The first record of the Yellow Rail nesting 
in Wisconsin was that of C. H. Richter in 1940 when 
he found the nest in Oconto County; he is reported 
to have found it nesting there again (per Ray Lound). 

Shorebirds —Two Willets (Western) were re- 
ported from Horicon Marsh, Wis., on August 11 
(Peggy Brooks Hickey). Three Ruddy Turnstones 
were observed continuously from June 20 to July 
10 on an island in Lake Winnebago, Wis. (Jack 
Kaspar). In the period July 17 to 28 a concentration 
estimated in excess of a thousand Wilson’s Snipe ap- 
peared along the edge of the Federal Dike Road at 
Horicon Marsh, Wis., with the number dropping to 
less than half that figure by August 11 (Dick Hunt). 
A Stilt Sandpiper seen near Imlay City, Lapeer Co., 
Mich., on July 30 is the first record for that county 
(Dale A. Zimmerman). In Minnesota the returning 
shorebird migration began in July. Yellow-legs and 
Pectoral Sandpipers were first to appear (Mary 
Lupient). 

Owls.—There were no breeding records (nests or 
young) for any species of owls in Lapeer County, 
Mich., this year, and the Long-eared Owl was notice- 
ably absent for the first time in several years (Zim- 
merman). A successful nesting of the Barn Owl was 
reported from Ozaukee County, Wis. (Mary Donald, 
et al.). 

W axwings—In Minnesota this seemed to me to be 
a Cedar Waxwing year. Flocks (5 to 15) were seen 
in Itasca, St. Louis, Lake, Cook, Carlton, Pine, Chi- 
sago, Winona, Kandiyohi, Rock, Pipestone, and 
Murray Counties between June 8 and August 17 
(Harvey L. Gunderson). 

Blackbirds and Orioles —yYellow-headed _ Black- 
birds, first recorded for Chippewa County, Wis., in 
1954, were much more numerous this year and 
Brewer's Blackbird numbers had also greatly in- 
creased (Charles A. Kemper). In the Kalamazoo, 
Mich., area Brewer's Blackbirds and Western 
Meadowlarks continue to extend their range (Hall). 

Warblers —There were two new county nesting 
records for warblers in Michigan this year. In Kala- 
mazoo County, Mich., the Prothonotary Warbler was 
first recorded as nesting this summer (Hall). The 
first nesting record for Lapeer County, Mich., of the 
Chestnut-sided Warbler was that of a nest found 
on June 25. The nest had 2 warbler eggs, one cow- 
bird egg (Zimmerman). Golden-winged and Blue- 
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winged Warblers nested again this year in the same 
area in Macomb County, Mich., where they were 
first found last year (Bette Johnson and Douglas § 
Middleton). The nest of a Palm Warbler (Western) 
was found on June 16 at Seney Refuge, Mich. (John 
Bunnell, C. J. Henry, and L. H. Walkinshaw). Wood 
(Birds of Michigan) lists only one other nesting 
record for the state. 

Gnatcatchers—An occupied nest of the Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher was found in Macomb County, Mich. 
on June 26 (Johnson and Middleton). The second 
and third nesting records for this species in Lapeer 
County, Mich., were found on June 9 (L. Binford) 
and June 18 (M. A. Zimmerman). 

Finches and Sparrows——A male, female and jm. 
mature Red Crossbill were seen in Marquette, Mar. 
quette Co., Mich., on June 15 (Mrs. Mary Spear 
Ross). On August 21 a young Purple Finch was 
banded in Springfield Twp., Oakland Co., Mich. The 
fledgling, although able to fly, evidently had been 
reared in the vicinity. This is the second survey 
report of breeding evidence of this species in the 
Detroit Region (Ralph A. O'Reilly, Jr.). The nest 
of a White-throated Sparrow with 4 young several 
days old was found in Arcadia Twp., Lapeer Co,, 
Mich., on June 12. This is the first county breeding 
record and probably the southernmost for Michigan 
(Binford, M. A. and D. A. Zimmerman). In the 
Birds of Michigan by Norman A. Wood is this 
statement concerning the White-throat, “The species 
apparently nests in Crawford and Oscoda Counties.” 
—Harvey L. GUNDERSON, Museum of Natural His. 
tory, Minneapolis, Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.— 
Nothing in the weather during the summer of 1955 
had any perceptible unusual effect on the birds breed- 

ing in the mid- 





west. Following 
a warm spring, 
June _ tempera- 
tures were some- 
what below aver- 
age; rainfall was 
heavy except in 
northern Illinois 
save and Iowa, where 
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shed =<] extreme dryness 
prevailed. A 
month-long heat wave beginning in early July brought 
a succession of 90° thermometer readings, until relief 
came in the second week of August. In this same hot 
period occurred several rains heavy enough to raise 
precipitation figures above normal. But there were 
no dramatic weather events, deviations from the aver- 
age were slight, and for the most part reports from 
correspondents depict a typical nesting season. 
Herons.—For the second straight year, Am. Egrets 
and Little Blue Herons drew almost no comment 
from observers. An exception is J. Earl Comfort's 
statement that the St. Louis area had an incursion of 
egrets in June in numbers unprecedented for that 
month. Snowy Egrets reached as far north as Magee 
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Marsh, off Lake Erie in Ohio (July 7, Karl Bednarik, 
fide Alta Smith), and Rock Island, Ill. (7 on August 
7, A. Lang Baily). 

Black-crowned Night Herons attracted attention at 
2 points in Ohio. Milton Trautman found the colony 
on Lake Erie’s North Bass Island still growing in 
size, as it has done regularly in recent years; this 
season there were several hundred nests. Laurel Van 
Camp had the opposite experience with a large rook- 
ery in Ottawa County: In 1954 there were many night 
herons, but large numbers of young were noted dead 
in their nests. This year the birds were almost totally 
absent, leading Van Camp to suggest that parasites 
may be responsible for the desertion of the site. Four 
pairs of Yellow-crowned Night Herons again nested 
in Hamilton County, Ohio, using some of the struc- 
tures that they first built last year (Sven Sjodahl). 
Four Yellow-crowns summered at Forsyth, Ill. (1 seen 
by Jerry Chaniot in early May carrying a stick into 
a Black-crown rookery); and near Davenport, Iowa, 
Baily saw 4 birds of this species on July 25 and later. 

A most interesting record was of the appearance in 
the Region of the Wood Ibis, which reportedly en- 
gaged this summer in one of its rare northward 
wanderings. Two birds, arriving in a field in Ashta- 
bula County, Ohio, on July 1, remained for nearly 
24 hours and were photographed by Ann Sheehan 
and seen by many others (fide Paul A. Savage). 

Ducks —Van Camp and Trautman found Wood 
Duck totals about normal, with the rest of Ohio hav- 
ing a slight increase; T. E. Musselman reports a de- 
cline around Quincy, Ill. As usual, 2 pairs of Ruddy 
Ducks nested on Lake Calumet south of Chicago 
(Karl Bartel). In Ottawa County, Ohio, Van Camp 
found a Hooded Merganser nest with 10 eggs on 
April 10, located in a Wood Duck box; the box was 
afterwards used by the latter species, when the mer- 
gansers had hatched and left. 

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles—Two Black Vultures 
were observed throughout the summer near Utica in 
central Ohio (Mrs. C. R. Wagner). Van Camp dis- 
covered 14 Red-tailed Hawk nests in Ottawa County; 
in the 8 he could reach were 11 young, which he 
banded. The same observer's annual count of the Bald 
Eagles in his county revealed 6 pairs; of these, 2 
raised a single young each, 2 incubated but brought 
off no young, 1 lost a nestling when the nest blew 
from the tree, and 1 repaired 2 old structures but evi. 
dently failed to lay. A Peregrine Falcon was seen by 
Richard Brewer in Union County, IIl., on the unusual 
date of July 17; it may be worth mentioning that in 
the locality are high bluffs of the sort on which the 
species often nests. 

Shorebirds—Upland Sandpipers had a good year in 
Iowa (Scott County, Baily; Iowa City, Fred W. 
Kent) and Illinois (Sibley, William B. Robertson, 
Jr.), where increasing numbers were noted. 

Terns.—Least Terns bred again on their Ohio River 
sandbar near Shawneetown, Ill., after having been 
absent in 1954. On August 6, Brewer and Hardy 
counted some 40 adults, 11 young of the year on the 
wing, and 1 bird not yet able to fly. (Compare these 
data with those for 1952 and 1953, in Audubon Field 
Notes, Vols. 6 and 7, Nos. 5.) Other Least Tern re- 








ports were of several nests with eggs photographed 


(date?) on a Missouri River island near %:. Louis 
(Comfort) ; several pairs on June 19 at Lake Odessa, 
Scott County, Iowa (Baily) ; and 5 birds on Aug. 4 at 
Lake Decatur, Ill. (Chaniot and Richard Sandburg). 

Doves, Cuckoos——Mourning Doves had an excel- 
lent nesting season in every state in the Region. The 
warm, relatively stormless spring may have been a 
factor in their success. While Larry Hood found 
Yellow-billed Cuckoos nesting in good numbers at 
Bushnell, Ill., most other observers commented on 
the scarcity of both species. 

Owls.—Van Camp noted about the same number 
of pairs of Screech Owls as in 1954 (57), but brood 
sizes were down in an unspecified degree from the 
high of last year. Also located were 19 Horned Owl 
nests; 9 that were accessible held a total of 17 young. 

An unusual report from Cincinnati (Sven Sjodahl) 
tells of a group of scouts that in early May discov- 
ered an owl's nest in a pine planting in Hamilton 
County Park; a leader, Joseph Dipong, returned the 
next day and photographed the well-grown nestlings. 
A month later Ronald Austing heard about the epis- 
ode, examined the picture, and saw that the birds 
were Long-eared Owls using a crow’s nest. Although 
the woods was one where Long-ears are frequent 
winter residents, this is the county's first breeding 
record and one of the southernmost known for this 
part of the country. 

Wood peckers.—Each year is marked by a number 
of accounts of Pileated Woodpeckers extending their 
local ranges a few miles, sometimes more. It would 
be meaningless to all but those in the immediate area 
to treat those reports here, but their regularity sup- 
ports other indications that the species is doing very 
well. 

Nesting records of the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker are 
rare in the Region, which is at the southern limit of 
the bird’s breeding range. But on June 19 Petersen 
and Sheets (fide Baily) discovered 3 nests in living 
oak and maple trees along a backwater slough in 
Henderson State Forest, Henderson County, Ill. 

Swallows.—Several observers believed Purple Mar- 
tins to be less numerous, and Bartel in his census of 
the nesting population of Blue Island, IIl., found 178 
pairs; it was only the third year in 20 in which the 
count has fallen below 200 pairs. 

Nuthatches, Wrens —At Kansas City, Mo., far 
south of its normal nesting range, a Red-breasted Nut- 
hatch was observed by many people as it fed newly- 
fledged young; no nest could be found (fide Com- 
fort). Noticeably high numbers of House Wrens bred 
in Iowa and Illinois. Trautman, on the other hand, 
found the species considerably below both the 15- 
year average and last year’s total for South Bass 
Island. Interestingly, the competing Tree Swallow, 
too, was less common on the Island; in past summers 
a low occupancy of nest sites by the wren has been 
correlated with a high occupancy by the swallow, 
and vice versa. 

Thrushes.—The recovery of Eastern Bluebirds since 
the heavy losses of the winter of 1950-51 may have 
been checked and in any event made no great 
progress. Declines over last year were reported from 
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Blue Island and vicinity (Bartel), and Des Moines, 
Iowa (Woodward H. Brown); and at Carey, Ohio, 
Robert G. Hayman found not a single successful nest- 
ing in the 9 boxes he maintains along country roads. 
While Baily at Davenport and Musselman at Quincy 
feel that bluebirds held their own or increased some- 
what, Musselman continues to estimate the current 
population at 60 to 65 per cent of that in 1950. 

European Tree Sparrow.—On June 24, Robertson 
revisited a bluegrass pasture near Berlin, Sangamon 
County, Ill., where in 1953 he had seen 2 European 
Tree Sparrows; this year at least 7 pairs were nesting 
in woodpecker holes and natural cavities in tall trees, 
no more than 1 nest to a tree. Within 100 yards a 
small breeding colony of House Sparrows occupied a 
site under a bridge over a creek; no contact of any 
kind between the 2 species was observed. 

Icterids —Bobolinks were more common than in 
recent years around Davenport, where Baily learned 
of 3 new breeding areas. At Sibley, near the southern 
limit of the Illinois breeding range, the species 
nested in numbers in hay and oats fields. Although 
flocks of as many as 50 young birds were congregat- 
ing by early July and many adults had left the area 
by mid-August, Robertson found a nest with 4 eggs 
on July 8. He believes that this was a second or 
subsequent nest attempt and that hay mowing may 
cause a considerable loss early in the season. Robert- 
son also noted Wes'.:. Meadowlarks almost as com- 
mon as the Eastern at Sibley; a Western nest with 4 
eggs on August 4 is a late date. 

Grosbeaks, Sparrows.—Blue Grosbeaks are always 
rare in the Region, and their appearance this year was 
especially noteworthy. The first occurred at Quincy 
on May 22 (Musselman); the second, an immature 
male, in Jackson County, Ill., on June 6 (Brewer and 
Hardy). Then on June 9 Brown found a pair nest- 
ing at Des Moines, the first report of the species there 
in 50 years. When discovered, the male was singing 
near a nest placed in a thistle; no eggs were present, 
but the female was on the nest. A week later the 
situation was unchanged—there were still no eggs. 
Before an inspection could be made next week, the 
field was mowed; the pair remained and the male 
continued to sing, but there was no further evidence 
of nesting. The final Blue Grosbeak record is of two 
adult males, one singing, at Hueston’s Woods State 
Park, 5 miles north of Oxford, Ohio, on August 28 
(R. A. Hefner). 

Dickcissels failed to return in 1955 to many 
localities where last year they appeared in large 
numbers. Marion Clow found none in the fields near 
Lake Forest, Ill.; Mrs. Wagner located no nests at 
Utica; and at Mooresville, Ind., R. S. Gregory could 
find but one pair where previously there had been 5. 

There are scattered indications that the Lark Spar- 
row may be gaining in numbers from Illinois to 
Ohio. A search for this species, formerly much more 
numerous, might well reward observers next summer. 
—VaL NOLAN, Jr., R.R. 10, N. Fee Lane, Bloom- 
ington, Ind. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—June was a 
bit cooler than normal, July and August a bit hotter. 
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Rainfall varied from place to place. At Pensacola June 
and August 
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port, registered 
strikingly dissimilar patterns of summer rain. But 


weatherwise the interest of most observers still fo. 
cused on a feature of the winter period—the late 
March freeze. This unseasonable polar front had 
threatened birds in three ways. Each of these will be 
briefly reviewed in the light of ensuing events. 

Damage to Food Sources.—Many early-bearing 
plants whose flowering is restricted to season, such 
as the wild black cherry, have failed to produce any 
fruit at all in the northern part of the Region. But 
spring and summer showers have made the cover 
thick and green again; late-bearing shrubs are coming 
into fruit; and, insects now abound in areas where 
there was a dearth of them in April and May. The 
only evidence of adult mortality even partly attribu- 
table to starvation remains the list of dead Ruby. 
throated Hummingbirds given in the winter report. 
The losses suffered by this species are reflected in 
comments from Little Rock, Ark., that hummingbirds 
have been notably scarce there this summer. The 
breeding bird population at El Dorado, Ark., was 28 
per cent lower than last year in the bottomland study 
area and 24 per cent lower in the upland study area 
(A. J. Hoiberg). Both habitats showed noticeable 
deterioration; but whether the critical factor was the 
spring freeze or last season’s severe drought re- 
mained undetermined. 

Nest Mortality —The destruction of eggs and young 
is equally difficult to evaluate. In the Rosedale area, 
M. G. Vaiden paid special attention to the fortunes 
of early-nesting species. He concluded that, while the 
successful rearing of broods was delayed, most of the 
birds have already made up for lost time. Mourning 
Doves and Bob-white are present in great numbers, 
and pairs of Mockingbirds with their young are to be 
seen at every corner of every woodlot. 

Destruction of Migrants at Sea—Near the Gulf 
coast, where the drop in temperature was less severe, 
neither food shortages nor nesting losses have been 
noted. Yet it is in northwest Florida, an area close to 
the coast, that the decline in summer residents has 
been really alarming. Since his return to Pensacola 
on July 20, F. M. Weston has seen 1 Black Vulture, 
1 Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 1 Crested Flycatcher, only 
a few Eastern Kingbirds, 2 Prothonotary Warblers, 
and no Orchard Orioles at all—this in spite of the 
fact that he has spent more time than usual afield! 
All the specits mentioned, except the vulture and 
the cuckoo, are birds that were due to arrive in num- 
bers there at the very time when the March cold 
front swept out over the Gulf and imposed a barrier 
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to the northward progress of sea-borne migrants. Al- 
though two of the species do not fit the theory, it is 
not unreasonable to suppose, as Weston does, that 
many of the March migrants drowned at sea. During 
his summer field trips in the Memphis area, Ben B. 
Coffey checked the status of species whose migratory 
flights at Pensacola had been sub-par. He found the 
Orchard Oriole uncommon, while the Red-eyed Vireo 
was numerous at only one locality, near Hickory 
Flat, Miss. Neither condition, however, appears to be 
a very recent development. In contrast, flights of 
Eastern Kingbirds along the levee near the Memphis 
Penal Farm were exceptionally good this spring; on 
May 15, Coffey counted 322, including one flock of 
g0. The failure of observations inland more clearly 
to support Weston’s hypothesis is hardly surprising. 
If, as believed, the first migrants to arrive on 
the northern Gulf coast are the ones that will breed 
in the southernmost part of the Region, then the 
northwest Florida ‘populations would have been 
among those decimated in the March disaster. Birds 
of the same species bound for destinations farther 
nutth would have come later, at a time when the 
trans-Gulf crossing was not so perilous. 

Grebes through Magnificent Frigate-bird—On July 
22, at Lacassine Refuge in Cameron Parish, R. R. 
Rudolph and C. F. Lard discovered a nest of the 
Pied-billed Grebe containing four or more eggs. This 
is the first nest of the species ever found in Louisiana, 
though birds too young to fly have been observed on 
at least three occasions. Other interesting Pied-bill 
reports include 2 immatures seen with adults at 
Pensacola, July 19 (FMW) and 9 nests with eggs 
found in an 80-acre flooded field at Grady, Ark., May 
31 (D. A. James, R. G. Leonard). A single Gannet, 
the second June bird for the Region in 40 years, was 
noted at Pensacola on June 19 (FMW). In the first 
week of June, along sloughs of the Tombigbee River, 
a few miles north of Demopolis, Ala., J. E. Keeler 
and W. W. Beshears found 2 Anhinga colonies, con- 
taining an estimated 35 pairs—the first good evidence 
that the species breeds in large numbers in that state. 
Extremely unusual, because it was not associated with 
stormy weather, was the report of an adult Magnifi- 
cent Frigate-bird 90 miles inland at St. Francisville, 
La., May 26 (J. H. Bruns). 

Herons through Spoonbill_—Breeding records of 
the Least Bittern were obtained at Anrep, Ark. (nest 
with eggs, June S—DAJ), Lonoke, Ark. (4 nests 
with eggs, June 7—W. Shepherd, Mrs. W. P. Scarlett, 
Mrs. C. Springer), and Fairfield, Ala. (2 pairs and 
at least 2 young throughout June—T. A. Imhof). The 
Wood Ibis, characteristically a late summer bird in 
the Region, arrived early at several localities. Forty 
to 50 were seen soaring over a sandbar 9 miles south 
of Rosedale on June 3, more than 3 weeks earlier 
than ever before (S. Danna, Jr., and others); an im- 
mature was noted at Hayneville, Ala., June 25, 
equalling the earliest previous date for the state 
(J. M. Rice, TAI); and 4 appeared at Wheeler 
Refuge, Ala., June 27 (E. Byford). Subsequent checks 
of the site in Calcasieu Lake where Roseate Spoon- 
bills were believed to be nesting failed to disclose a 
single bird (RRR). 





Waterfowl—A lone Canada Goose, possibly a 
cripple, suddenly appeared at the Sabine Refuge, near 
Cameron, La., on August 5 (RRR, J. R. Walther). A 
surprising variety of ducks lingered until June 9 at 
Lonoke, Ark. (WS, Mrs. Scarlett, Mrs. Springer). 
Included were the Mallard, Gadwall, Am. Widgeon, 
Pintail, and Lesser Scaup. Other belated waterfowl 
were a 6 Ring-necked Duck on East Lake, Birming- 
ham, Apr. 24 to June 17, a unique summer record 
for Alabama (TAI), and 12 Lesser Scaup, largest 
flock ever for Alabama on so late a date, at Lock 8 
on the Warrior River, June 2 (JEK). Three records 
of the Hooded Merganser all probably involved 
breeding birds: a 2 with 5 young about 20 days old 
in a barrow pit 8 miles south of Rosedale, June 2 
(R. Flowers, B. Murdogh); an adult 2 and 3 full- 
grown immatures at Anrep, Ark., June 5 (DAJ); a 
6 at Florence, Ala., June 10 (TAI). Five. Blue- 
winged Teal at Wallace Lake near Shreveport on 
August 13 were 7 days earlier than the previous 
earliest date for southbound transients in Louisiana 
(H. H. Jeter, J. R. Stewart, Jr.). 

Hawks.—Last summer's report contained the first 
Alabama record of the Swallow-tailed Kite in 23 
years (mistakenly represented as the first in 33 years). 
Another bird of this species seen at Finchburg, 
April 26 (W. Colin) furthers the suspicion that this 
kite may be a rare summer breeding resident in the 
state. Both this year and last, E. C. Mahan has noted 
Peregrine Falcons in apparent courtship activity at a 
700-foot cliff along the Tennessee River in Madison 
County, Ala. This is the same spot where, back in 
1913, Howell made one of the few previous published 
observations of this species summering in the state. 

Gallinules and Coots.—A sleeping Purple Gallinule 
captured by frog-hunters near Grady, Ark., May 27 
(N. Priest, RGL) proved to be a 2 in breeding con- 
dition, and another individual was seen in the same 
area 4 days later (DAJ). If these records were of 
nesting birds, they mark the second known breeding 
locality in the state. Though the only recorded nests 
of the Am. Coot in the Central Southern Region have 
been in Arkansas and Tennessee, summer records of 
the bird in the other states are a recurrent phenome- 
non. This year there were more than ever. A pair was 
discovered at Legion Lake, Miss., on June 2, and one 
of them was still present on July 10 (Mr. and Mrs. 
Vaiden); an individual was noted at Whitesburg, 
Ala., June 11 (TAI); a flock of 7 at Fairfield, Ala., 
that remained intact until June 20 was still repre- 
sented by at least 3 birds on August 10 (TAI); 
counts of 3, 4, and 5 respectively were made at Pen- 
sacola on June 19, June 26, and July 11, giving 
Weston his first June records in 40 years’ experience. 

Shorebirds —The partial break in the perennial 
drought was attended by a long succession of shore- 
bird records: a Piping Plover at Shreveport on July 
31, the first ever seen in north Louisiana (HHJ); 2 
Semipalmated (Ringed) Plovers at Pensacola on June 
19 and another on June 26, the only ones Weston has 
ever found in June; 3 Am. Golden Plovers (bird with 
injured wing collected) near Lake Beulah, Miss., on 
the unprecedented date of June 4 (MGV), 3 others 
at Memphis Penal Farm on July 27 (H. Landis), and 
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4 southbound migrants near Legion Lake, Miss., on 
Aug. 3, exactly 3 weeks earlier than ever before in 
that area (MGV); a Hudsonian Curlew at Pensacola 
on the very early date of July 29 (FMW); an Upland 
Sandpiper at Mamou, La., on July 15, earliest ever for 
a southbound migrant in Louisiana (B. M. Meanley) 
and another at Ft. Morgan on July 29, about the 
third record for the Alabama coast (Henry M. Steven- 
son); 2 Solitary Sandpipers at Wallace Lake on July 
10, the earliest date ever for southbound migrants in 
Louisiana (HHJ); 3 Willets near Caroline’s Lake, 
Miss., on August 14, Vaiden’s first record in 9 years; 
a Greater Yellow-legs at the Lake Porter rice field, 
12 miles north of Rosedale, July 12 (W. A. Wel- 
shans, Jr.) and one at Wheeler Refuge, Ala., on 
August 10 (E. Cypert, R. Helle), both the earliest 
southbound migrants ever in their respective locali- 
ties; a Red Knot in mixed plumage on August 6 at 
the northeast corner of President's Island in Memphis, 
the same spot that produced the first Tennessee record 
of the species on Sept. 11, 1954 (G. Peyton, Jr., R. 
Gill, Jr.); a Pectoral Sandpiper at Wallace Lake on 
June 4, the first June date for Louisiana (HHJ); 5 
dowitchers (sp.) at Caroline’s Lake on August 14, 
the first seen in the Rosedale area in 5 years (MGV); 
a Long-billed Dowitcher at Wallace Lake discovered 
on July 30 (HHJ) and collected on July 31 (J. P. 
Everett), an unprecedentedly early date for a fall 
migrant of this species so far south; 4 Semipalmated 
Sandpipers at Pensacola on June 19, the only regular 
northbound migrants ever noted there later than June 
1 (FMW); a Hudsonian Godwit at Mamou on 
August 6 (BMM), only the second of the species 
seen in Louisiana in the present century and the only 
one ever seen there in midsummer. Thus, with 4 
northbound “‘latest evers’’ and 7 southbound “earliest 
evers,”’ the shorebirds once again displayed their pen- 
chant for “meeting themselves coming back.” 

Gulls and Terns.—A probable example of the 
Franklin’s Gull, an uncommon Arkansas transient, 
was observed resting on a bank of goldfish ponds 
near Lonoke, June 7 (WS and others). The bird was 
in immature plumage and therefore not certainly sep- 
arable from the Laughing Gull, but the latter species 
is unknown in Arkansas. An unusually large colony 
of Least Terns, with 100 nests, was discovered at 
Middlebar in the Mississippi River on June 20 
(Vaidens and others). On this date, the colony con- 
tained 2 Black Terns. Though any inland record of 
a tern in Alabama is rather unusual, the following 
counts were made at Decatur and in its vicinity on 
June 10: 5 Forster's, a Least, 3 Caspians, 9 Blacks, 
and 42 unidentified Sterna (TAI). Two Caspian 
Terns at Pensacola on June 25 were the first Weston 
has ever noted there in June. 

Road-runners through Flycatchers—Two Road- 
runner nests were discovered in Arkansas this spring, 
both on Mt. Petit Jean, the one in May, the other in 
June (fide DAJ). Rumor last year of Whip-poor- 
wills summering in Winston County, Ala., 5 miles 
south of Double Springs was verified on June 9 of 
this year by Imhof. He heard 3 birds calling. The 
record marks a 45-mile westward extension of the 
breeding range of this species in Alabama, into an 
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area already occupied by the Chuck-will’s-widow. 
The Gray Kingbird was present at Ft. Morgan, Ala, 
for the third breeding season of record in that state 
(1 bird seen, July 29—HMS). An adult Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher 214 miles north of Holly Springs, June 19 
(Coffeys) seems to be only the second for Mississippi 
(first: 1 at Rosedale, May 11, 1952—MGV). The 
Eastern Phoebe continues to spread as a breeding 
bird, in part as a result of the construction of new 
highways with additional bridges and culverts. Al. 
though this flycatcher is still considered an uncommon 
summer resident in northern Mississippi, Coffey found 
6 nests along 7 miles of highway extending south 
from Ashland; and along U. S. 11, between Whitney 
and Ft. Payne, Ala., at sites checked in 1954, six 
new pairs were noted this year (TAI). Tardily tre. 
ceived notice of an Eastern Phoebe collected at Bains, 
La., April 7 (JHB) provides the latest spring date 
for the so-called ‘Baton Rouge area’ but is far ex. 
ceeded by the observation at Shreveport on May 2g 
included in the last report. 

Swallows —lIn marked contrast to other members 
of its family, the Bank Swallow is reputed to be a 
species that does not adapt well to changes wrought 
by man. Now Imhof sends word of single pairs ob- 
served on June 10 at both Wheeler and Wilson Dams 
along the Tennessee River in Alabama. The latter 
pair was seen to enter an inaccessible hole in the 
dam itself; the birds were carrying something in their 
bills. This is the first evidence of the breeding of this 
species in the state since 1895. Even more impor- 
tantly, it suggests that the Bank Swallow may at last 
be turning to a way of life that has contributed to the 
success of the Rough-winged Swallow. This develop- 
ment may have been a factor in the arrival of 20 
southbound Bank Swallows at Bay Minette in coastal 
Baldwin County on the unprecedented date of July 
14 (Mrs. A. L. Whigham). Meanwhile, the Barn 
Swallow seems to be consolidating its foothold in 
northern Alabama. A colony near Wheeler Refuge 
headquarters held 5 pairs this year in contrast to 1 
pair in 1953, none in 1952; and a census of sites in 
the Tennessee Valley on June 10 and 11 brought the 
total to 21 birds (TAI). An estimated 15 pairs of 
Cliff Swallows nesting in a transformer tunnel of 
the dam at Guntersville, Ala., on June 11 (TAI) 
constitute the first definite nesting record for the state 
since 1913, when a large colony existed along the 
same river 5 miles downstream. 

Vireos and Warblers —A singing Warbling Vireo 
in shade trees along the Tennessee River near Whites- 
burg, Ala., on June 11 (TAI) represents the third 
breeding season record for the state. A Northern 
Water-thrush at Foley, Ala., on July 30 (HMS) is 
the earliest southbound migrant of the species ever 
recorded in Alabama. A Louisiana Water-thrush with 
a nest that contained no eggs was observed at Bay- 
wood, La., on April 22 (J. F. Roe). This is the first 
recorded nest in the Baton Rouge area, although the 
species has long been known as a rare summer resi- 
dent there. 

Meadoularks through Sparrows—A Western 
Meadowlark that sang regularly from an airport 
boundary marker at Perthshire, Miss., remained until 
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the record-breaking late date of June 5 (MGV). No 
less than 5 6 Scarlet Tanagers were located in north- 
ern Mississippi in June and July: 2 southeast of 
Hickory Flat, June 19 (BBC); 1 three miles east of 
Ashland, June 26 (R. D. Smith); 2 ten miles east of 
Ashland, July 5 (RDS). Breeding Blue Grosbeaks 
were found in Shelby County, Tenn., for the fifth 
time in 28 years (2 singing 4's, Y% mile apart, 9 
miles east of Memphis, July 16—GP, BBC); and 
another 6 in song 3 miles southwest of Elberta, Ala., 
July 30 (HMS), indicated an extension of breeding 
range to within 3 miles of salt water. Observation of 
adult Lark Sparrows feeding young out of the nest 
at El Dorado, June 15 and 16 (AJH) supplied the 
first breeding record for that area, and there were 
several breeding-season reports of the species from 
Mississippi (BBC, MGV). Song Sparrows have been 
seen at Ft. Payne, Ala., during the past two Junes, 
and this year a pair was present throughout July, the 
4 singing constantly (Mrs. H. H. Wright). Ft. Payne 
is 13 miles southwest of Valley Head, site of last 
year's first breeding record of the species in the 
Region ROBERT J. NEWMAN, Maseum of Zoology, 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—This 
Region, with its wide range in latitude, had a corre- 
sponding wide range in weather conditions. Southern 
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portions had a warm, dry spring and early summer, 
with a subsequent deficiency of surface water and 
decrease in habitat for water and marsh birds. North- 
ern portions had average to above average tempera- 
tures and precipitation and abundant surface water. 
Only in the western areas was spring somewhat cold 
and late. June brought unusually high winds to 
many areas. On the Upper Souris National Wildlife 
Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak., heavy storms destroyed 
many Bank Swallow nests along the east shore of 
Lake Darling. At the Bowdoin National Wildlife 
Refuge, Malta, Mont., high winds and severe wave 
action resulted in loss of Canada Goose (Common) 
nests. Severe local hailstorms resulted in some damage 
to nests and birds in North and South Dakota in 
June and early July. A 2-inch rainfall in a 45-minute 
period in the Kenmare area in early June resulted 
in some losses of ground nests. Throughout the 
Region July and August were generally warm with 
precipitation near average. Conditions for late nest- 





ers, and second attempts of the earlier species, were 
favorable and success was high. 

Grebes.—Red-necked Grebes nested in normal num- 
bers at Lower Souris National Wildlife Refuge, Up- 
ham, N. Dak. (Donald V. Gray). Waubay National 
Wildlife Refuge, Waubay, S. Dak., reported unusual 
numbers of this species for that area, with 25 to 30 
nests visible from shorelines (Carl E. Pospichal). 
Horned Grebes were down in numbers in the Lost- 
wood National Wildlife Refuge area, Lostwood, 
N. Dak. (Kermit D. Dybsetter); they were scarce at 
Lower Souris Refuge. The Bowdoin National Wild- 
life Refuge, Malta, Mont., again reported a high 
production of Eared Grebes (Leon C. Snyder) ; Lost- 
wood Refuge noted a slight decrease from the esti- 
mated population of 1500 birds in 1954. Western 
Grebes were present in greater numbers and had a 
successful nesting season at Lower Souris Refuge. A 
sharp decrease was reported from the Upper Souris 
and Des Lacs in North Dakota, and from the Medi- 
cine Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Medicine Lake, 
Mont. (Elmo G. Adams). Recently hatched Western 
Grebes and nests containing eggs were noted near 
Waubay, S. Dak., on July 16 (J. S. Findley). 

Pelicans. —The nesting colony of White Pelicans at 
Lacreek National Wildlife Refuge, Martin, S$. Dak., 
brought off about 250 young. On May 29 the hatch 
was well under way in stages from egg to one-third 
grown young; 100 young were banded on July 4 
(Kenneth Krumm). At the Upper Souris Refuge in 
North Dakota the population of non-nesting birds 
increased to 1800 this year (Frank R. Martin). At 
Last Mountain Lake, near Regina, Sask., the White 
Pelicans were again unsuccessful due to flooding of 
their new island location (C. Stuart Houston). 

Herons and Bitterns—Great Blue Herons were 
present in normal numbers in most areas. Snowy 
Egrets were seen off and on during the season at 
Medicine Lake and Bowdoin National Wildlife 
Refuges in Montana, and at Lacreek National Wild- 
life Refuge in South Dakota; no nesting occurred. 
Black-crowned Night Heron nests at Rush Lake, near 
Waubay, S. Dak., contained young ranging in size 
from very small to nearly grown on July 16 (JSF). 
A Least Bittern observed on July 27 at Lacreek 
Refuge, Martin, $. Dak., by Merrill C. Hammond was 
a new record for the Refuge. At Bowdoin Refuge, 
Malta, Mont., a Flamingo, probably an escapee from 
a Portland zoo, appeared on June 9 and was still 
present on August 17 (LCS). 

Waterfowl—North Dakota and Montana Refuges 
reported good Canada Goose (Common) production. 
At the Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak., the 
best nesting success in 3 years occurred, with the first 
broods observed on May 16 (DVG). The Upper 
Souris Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak., had a 50 per 
cent increase over 1954. Two nests resulted from the 
mating of full-winged ganders and pinioned females 
in the captive flock pen (FRM). Duck production 
for the Region as a whole was the best in years, 
comparable to, or better than in 1952. The loss of 
some early nests from adverse weather was more 
than compensated for by the success of late and 
second nesters. Only in the southern areas, where sur- 
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face water was scarce, was production down. First 
broods in most areas were observed in late May and 
the peak hatch occurred in late June and early July. 
Redhead production was above normal on the Bow- 
doin Refuge (LCS) and the first Redhead brood in 
6 years was observed on the Long Lake Refuge, 
Moffit, N. Dak. (Homer L. Bradley). Diving ducks 
made up about 30 per cent of the estimated total 
production of 12,000 young on the Lostwood Refuge, 
Lostwood, N. Dak. (KDD). Of particular interest 
on the Lostwood Refuge was the brood of 6 White- 
winged Scoters, about 6 days old, observed on August 
15 (KDD, Harold Duebbert). 

Upland Game Birds—Commonly observed broods 
of Sharp-tailed Grouse indicated good nesting on the 
Souris Loop Refuges in North Dakota, and on Medi- 
cine Lake Refuge, Medicine Lake, Mont. A Sage Hen 
with 4 young was seen in late July in Theodore 
Roosevelt National Memorial Park, Medora, N. Dak. 
(Ebba Brooks). A_ successful nesting season was 
reported from Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont. Ring- 
necked Pheasants had a good nesting season on Medi- 
cine Lake and Bowdoin Refuges in Montana. There 
was an increase noted on most North Dakota Refuges 
where they had been rare for several years. A locally 
abundant population existed at the Lower: Souris 
Refuge. The southern portions of North Dakota had 
good reproduction. 

Coots.—Am. Coots were reported as scarce at Long 
Lake Refuge, Moffit, N. Dak.; Sioux Falls, $. Dak.; 
and at Waubay Refuge, Waubay, S. Dak. No broods 
were found at Waubay. There was a decrease in the 
breeding population at Des Lacs Refuge, Kenmare, 
N. Dak. They were abundant at Bowdoin Refuge in 
Montana and at Lower Souris Refuge in North 
Dakota. During the last half of July it was not un- 
common to count up to 15 broods per mile across the 
marshes at Lower Souris. 

Doves through Owls.—An upward trend in Mourn- 
ing Dove populations was noted in many areas. Fort 
Peck Game Refuge, Fort Peck, Mont., reported them 
as abundant (Dallas Carlson). On Bowdoin Refuge, 
Malta, Mont., the early nests were destroyed by high 
winds and driving rains. There was an upward trend, 
however, and nests containing eggs were still under 
observation in late August. Several observers reported 
ground nests. Black-billed Cuckoos were seen feeding 
young on July 26 in the North Dakota Turtle Moun- 
tains. Short-eared Owls were abundant in the vicinity 
of Malta, Mont. Young Burrowing Owls were ob- 
served on the wing, August 2, near Saskatoon, Sask., 
the northern edge of their range (CSH). 

Swallows through Longspurs.—Tree Swallows were 
unusually scarce in the Des Lacs Refuge area, Ken- 
mare, N. Dak. A colony containing several hundred 
Cliff Swallows nested under the eaves of the buildings 
at Lacreek Refuge headquarters, Martin, S. Dak.; 
the young birds were flying by July 11 (KK). Am. 
Magpies were rare, and only a few pairs of Am. 
Crows nested at Medicine Lake Refuge, Medicine 
Lake, Mont. (EGA). Pifion Jays were seen feeding 
young near Rapid City, S. Dak., on June 11 (N. R. 
Whitney). Rock and Cafion Wrens were heard sing- 
ing frequently at Strato Rim in the Black Hills of 


386 














































South Dakota on May 31. A Townsend's Solitaire was 
seen feeding 3 recently hatched young near Lead, §, 
Dak., on June 2 (NRW). Many Yellow-breasted 
Chats were found nesting in thickets along Paddock 
Creek in Theodore Roosevelt National Memorial Park 
(EB). Both Western and Eastern Meadowlarks were 
found at Lacreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. Several 
hundred pairs of Easterns nested on the lowland 
meadows surrounding the lake (KK). Forty pairs 
of Chestnut-collared Longspurs were counted in a 
large pasture 6 miles north of Lakota, N. Dak., on 
June 12 (Chandler S$. Robbins) —ANN M. Gam. 
MELL, Kenmare, N. Dak. and Howarp S. HUENECKE, 
Des Lacs National Wildlife Refuge, Kenmare, N, 
Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS.—The weather was 
quite variable. Most localities reported one to several 
heavy rains but the total summer rainfall was gen- 
oT _ a erally well below aver- 
En ——-* TOWA age. June and July tem- 
vy Jeena | NEBR. }— peratures from southern 
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and wind storms caused 
heavy losses to nesting birds, but most observers re- 
ported a successful nesting season. 

Grebes, Pelicans, Cormorants.—For the first time 
an Eared Grebe spent the summer at Midland, Tex. 
(Mrs. F. Williams). A White Pelican spent the 
summer on a reservoir near La Salle, Colo. (Mrs. 
C. N. Collister). This species was recorded at Den- 
ton, Tex., on June 11 and again on August 26 (R. 
Rylander). White Pelicans are normally only mi- 
grants in the Region. The Double-crested Cormor- 
ant was observed for the first time at Weldona, Colo., 
on June 27 and again on June 29 (H. Rollin). 

Herons, Hawks.—The nesting colonies of egrets 
and Little Blue Herons in Oklahoma apparently did 
not produce many young. At Oklahoma City a violent 
wind storm accompanied by heavy hail destroyed 
over. 200 young and adults. The colony of Little Blue 
Herons near Owasso contained about 100 active 
nests but was smaller and the nesting period seemed 
shorter than last year. Many of the trees were killed 
by the drought last year which may account for the 
decrease in size (J. S. Tomer). The fourth-known 
nesting colony of egrets and Little Blue Herons in 
Oklahoma was found near Wakita on July 14. This 
rookery contained more than 100 adult birds, including 
Am. Egrets, Snowy Egrets, Little Blue Herons and 
Black-crowned Night Herons (Mr. and Mrs. L. By- 
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field). Herons appeared to be moving westward into 
Colorado. Five Little Blue Herons were seen near 
Boulder on June 25 and a Green Heron was seen 
in the same locality on July 1 (CNC). Another new 
locality record was the occurrence of four immature 
Black-crowned Night Herons found roosting in 
trees in Guymon, Okla., August 15-25 (A. Felkel, 
Mrs. A. J. Hilty). A pair of Swainson’s Hawks appar- 
ently nested near Tulsa where they were seen on 
several dates during the summer (Mr. and Mrs. 
O. W. Letson). This area is east of the known nest- 
ing range of the species. 

Coots through Terns —Two Am. Coots spent the 
summer at Midland, the first record for this season 
(FW). Snowy Plovers seen near La Salle on August 
12 represented a new locality record (CNC). The 
Upland Sandpiper apparently nested at Tulsa where 
young birds were heard on May 30 (L. Johnson, 
Mrs. B. Reynolds). The Hudsonian Godwit seen at 
Jackson Lake Reservoir in Morgan Co., Colo., on 
May 22 is believed to be a first state record (Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Douglass). The California Gull was 
observed near Greeley, Colo., on May 22 (JD) and 
near Denver on July 30 (D. M. Thatcher). This 
species is rare on the eastern slope. The Franklin's 
Gull was seen at Stillwater on July 21 (F. M. Baum- 
gartner) and on Lake Dallas during July and August 
(RR). This species is rarely reported on the southern 
Plains during the summer months. A flock of 26 
Black Terns stayed at Midland from June 6 through- 
out the period. This added another species to the 
list of birds known to summer in that locality (FW). 

Cuckoos through Mimic Thrushes—A Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo seen near Wray, Colo.. on July 10 
was near the western edge of the range of the species 
(A. S. Hyde). A Chimney Swift was observed near 
Denver on May 17 (T. Marsh); another was seen 
at Julesburg on May 22 (JD). This species is un- 
usual in eastern Colorado. The first nesting record of 
Lewis's Woodpecker was made at Clayton, N. Mex. 
(W. W. Cook, A. J. Krehbiel). Western Kingbirds 
showed a marked increase at Midland (FW). The 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher appeared to be spreading into 
northeastern Kansas. The first nest was found at 
Council Grove on May 29 (Mrs. H. Adams); there 
were several nesting pairs at Topeka (L. B. Carson); 
and nesting pairs were reported near Olathe (R. 
Wackly) and near Edgerton (I. L. Boyd). An East- 
tern Wood Pewee seen and heard at Berthoud, 
Colo., June 19-22, was definitely west of the normal 
range of the species (J. Arnold). The Carolina Wren 
seen at Weldona on May 26 was a new locality 
record (HR). Two Mockingbirds spent the summer 
at Cheyenne, Wyo. (Mrs. R. Hanesworth, Mrs. 
Pearce). 

Vireos, Warblers —Bell’s Vireo has shown a 
definite decrease at Baldwin, Kans., during the last 
several years probably due to a loss of habitat caused 
by brush spraying along roadsides (ILB). A Pro- 
thonotary Warbler seen near Stillwater on June 10 
was a new locality record (Mrs. FMB). Oven-birds 
observed near Bartlesville, Okla., from June through 
August 14, probably represent a new nesting locality 
(Mrs. T. Jessie). A Northern Water-thrush was seen 





and heard near Stillwater on July 8, a puzzling date 
(FMB). A Common Yellowthroat seen at Denton on 
July 4 constituted one of the few summer records 
in that locality (W. W. Pulich, RR). The Yellow- 
breasted Chat is also decreasing at Baldwin. Brush 
spraying is thought to be eliminating suitable nesting 
habitat (ILB). The Am. Redstart was seen near 
Lyons, Colo., on June 30 and 2 males were observed 
near Boulder on July 1 (Mrs. A. H. Bivens, CNC). 
This species is seldom reported in those localities. 

Orioles, Finches, Sparrows—Orchard Orioles 
were reported in two new localities in Colorado. One 
was seen near Fort Morgan on June 19 (DMT) and 
6 were seen near Crook on May 22 (JD). On the 
same date 6 Baltimore Orioles were also noted (JD). 
A severe hail storm at Amarillo on June 18 de- 
stroyed several nests of the Bullock’s Oriole and 
those pairs apparently did not renest (DA). A male 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak was seen on June 26 near 
Borger, Tex., a new locality record (Mrs. Duncan, 
Mrs. Waddill). A pair of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 
found east of Colorado Springs on June 24 was an- 
other interesting distribution record (du Bois). Two 
pairs of Dickcissels were seen and heard near Buffalo 
Lake from July 4 to August 7. This species is rarely 
found in that part of the Texas Panhandle (DA). 
The Am. Goldfinch was seen at Denton on July 4, 
the second record in mid-summer (WWP, RR). Sev- 
eral pairs of Lark Buntings nested at Clayton, where 
this species is seldom found in the summer (WWC, 
AJK). A nest of Cassin’s Sparrow was located near 
Norman, Okla., on June 30. This locality is about 
100 miles east of the known breeding range of the 
species and may reflect the influence of the drought 
(J. C. Johnson, Jr.) —F. M. BAUMGARTNER, Okla- 
homa A and M College, Stillwater, Okla. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—For purposes of dis- 
cussing this season’s weather the South Texas Region 
can be divided into two segments. The first section 
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Mexico was a rapid im- 
provement in the 
vegetation and a 
heavy insect population. The combination provided 
ideal conditions for nesting birds. The drought-break- 
ing rains did not come soon enough to overcome all 
conditions caused by the prolonged dry spell. Many 
large trees have died and most overgrazed pastures 
grew up to weeds rather than to their native grasses. 
The second section includes the Edwards Plateau and 
the South Texas “brush country” from Rockport 
south and west. In this section rainfall continued 
below normal. Mrs. Conger N. Hagar reported Rock- 
port hot and dry the entire season. Mrs. A. H. Geisel- 
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brecht wrote from Bee County that “cultivated grain 
crops were an absolute failure and native grass seed 
was scarce.” Species less common this summer in the 
Beeville area, apparently as a result of the drought, 
were Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Eastern Bluebird, Painted 
Bunting, and Cassin’s Sparrow. From Laguna Atas- 
cosa Refuge, Luther C. Goldman observed that al- 
though Willets and Wilson’s Plover nested quite 
successfully, the Am. Avocet and Black-necked Stilt 
produced few young due to drying up of fresh-water 
areas. In the same vicinity Bob-white nesting was 
much delayed and young were fewer in number, due 
to dry conditions. Blowing dust, particularly in June, 
hampered normal refuge work. 

Pied-billed Grebes, Anhingas.—Prior to this year 
there had been no evidence of the nesting of the 
Pied-billed Grebe in the Austin area. Fred S. Webster 
noted that the heavy wintering population of this 
species had left by late April. There were, however, 
repeated observations of one or two individuals at 
Zilker Park on the Colorado River from May 3 until 
August 25 on which date Mr. Webster saw an adult 
with two young at this spot. The young were notice- 
ably smaller than the adult and had the white striping 
and other characteristics of young Pied-billed Grebes. 
This same group was seen daily until August 29. On 
August 31 and almost daily until Sept. 11 a single 
young bird, with an adult, was seen. By Sept. 12 it 
was apparent that fall migrant Pied-billed Grebes 
were arriving, seven being counted in the vicinity of 
Zilker Park that day (FSW). A. K. McKay reported 
that the Anhinga was less common than usual in the 
wooded swamps of Chambers County. 

Wood Ibises and Spoonbills —A flock of 10 Wood 
Ibises was noted at Cove on June 17, the first record 
of the season (AKM). The species appeared at Rock- 
port on July 3 (CNH), south of Austin on August 
3 (J. Frank Dobie), and at Laguna Atascosa Refuge 
on August 19 (LCG). Roseate Spoonbills, at their 
several colonies along the coast, had a_ successful 
season. The large Vingt'un Islands colony produced 
no spoonbills this year due to disturbance by an un- 
authorized visiting group of people just prior to the 
start of the nesting. A small spoonbill colony near 
Gilchrist also suffered from disturbance. For the past 
several years a few pairs of spoonbills have nested 
at Eagle Lake. A very few individuals were seen in 
the area but none nested this year (FGW). 

Ducks, Hawks, Upland Game Birds —The Mottled 
Duck was present on Laguna Atascosa Refuge in 
fair numbers all summer. However, only an estimated 
24 young were produced. Nesting conditions, no 
doubt, were the poorest they have been in several 
years. McKay found Mottled Ducks in numbers above 
normal in the Cove area. About 100 Ruddy Ducks 
stayed on Laguna Atascosa Refuge through June and 
about 50 remained until the end of August. There 
is no evidence that these birds nested (LCG). McKay 
discovered 2 occupied nests of the Red-shouldered 
Hawk near Cove, one on March 20, the other March 
21. His last observation was on May 1, each nest 
still being occupied. A Swainson’s Hawk was seen 
just southwest of Houston on June 15 and several 
times thereafter into mid-July (F. G. Watson). Adult 
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birds of this species, in very small numbers, are regu. 
larly present each summer on the coastal prairies of 
Texas, although they are not known to nest. Nesting 
activities of the Audubon’s Caracara were noted just 
south of Houston in late February (FGW). A pair 
of caracaras seen on July 23 in southeastern Travis 
County represents a northwesterly outpost for this 
species in our Region (FSW). The seven or so pairs 
of Chachalacas present on Laguna Atascosa Refuge 
this season began nesting activities about the first 
week in May (LCG). Bob-white nesting on Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge, normally in full swing by mid-May, 
was not detected until June. Nesting continued into 
July, and on August 20 a family group with approxi. 
mately three-week old youngsters was seen (LCG), 
Although observations were few the Turkey appar. 
ently had a successful nesting season on Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge and numbers are increasing. (LCG), 

Coots, Plovers, Sandpipers —A summer population of 
about 70 non-nesting Am. Coots remained at Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge (LCG). In the same area the Wil- 
son's Plover had a very successful nesting season. 
Mrs. Hagar reported that, in spite of very dry condi- 
tions, the Wilson's Plover also did very well in the 
Rockport area this year. Mr. S. L. Griffith saw a 
Long-billed Curlew near Texas City on June 25 and 
6 at the same location on June 27. Carrie Holcomb 
found large numbers of Long-billed Curlews at Sar- 
gent on July 17. These birds represent summering in 
greater than usual numbers or perhaps early fall mi- 
grants. Mrs. Hagar noted that the Marbled Godwit 
was more numerous than usual at Rockport this sum- 
mer. 

Gulls and Terns —About 25 Herring Gulls and 50 
Ring-billed Gulls, all non-nesters, spent the summer 
at Laguna Atascosa Refuge (LCG). The Cabot’s 
Tern, which nests along the southern portion of the 
Texas coast, wanders northward in late summer. 
According to McKay this species appeared at Cove 
on July 31; it reached a peak of about 15, a greater 
than usual number, on August 21. The Black Tera 
was present in the upper coastal area all summer. At 
Cove northbound migrants were common until June 
17 and a few continued until June 30. On July 2 
flocks appeared, a few young among them, indicating 
southward movement (AKM). At Freeport most birds 
seen offshore on July 30 were young (FGW). Mrs. 
Hagar submitted July 30 as the date of first appear- 
ance of the Black Tern at Rockport. This species 
reached Laguna Atascosa Refuge on August 20 
(LCG). 

Doves, Swifts—On July 14, Fred S. Webster saw 
1 White-winged Dove in a hilly brush-covered region 
on the southwest edge of Austin. This observation, 
plus two sight records of single birds made by staff 
of the Texas Game and Fish Commission last sum- 
mer, constitute the only records of this species for the 
Austin area. The normal northern limit of this bird’s 
range is somewhat south of San Antonio. Mrs. A. H. 
Geiselbrecht .found an Inca Dove at its nest on Feb. 
23, the earliest reported nesting of any species in 
this Region this year. On July 5 at Mont Belvieu Mr. 
McKay found a nest of the Chimney Swift containing 
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3 eggs. This nest was located inside a well-lighted 
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oil field pumphouse on a wall near an open window. 

Flycatchers.—Mrs. Geiselbrecht found both the 
Crested Flycatcher and the Mexican Crested Fly- 
catcher nesting at Beeville. Several pairs of Crested 
Flycatchers were present in the Beeville area into 
early July. However, only one nesting, and that un- 
successful, was observed. The Mexican Crested Fly- 
catcher nested successfully at two locations, the young 
leaving one nest on July 13 and 14. The Ash-throated 
Flycatcher also nested in the Beeville area; fledged 
young were found on June 17 and June 20 (AHG). 
Fred S. Webster and others found the Ash-throated 
Flycatcher in three locations on the eastern edge of 
the Edwards Plateau where it extends into western 
Travis County on June 25, June 28, and July 2, 
respectively. The June 28 observation was of 3 birds, 
a large fledgling and its parents that were feeding it. 

Wrens, Thrashers, Shrikes—A late nesting Long- 
billed Marsh Wren at Cove had a nest with 4 eggs 
on August 7, these eggs having hatched before August 
21 when the nest was next visited (AKM). On July 
23, Fred S. Webster and Mrs. Fred S. Webster, Sr., 
found a single Curve-billed Thrasher in a mesquite 
and brush-covered section of southeastern Travis 
County. The Loggerhead Shrike does not normally 
nest in the arid southern portion of South Texas. It is, 
however, a2 common nester in the humid eastern 
coastal areas. This year Fred and Ada Marie Webster 
found a pair of Loggerhead Shrikes which raised a 
family of 5 young near El Roy in Travis County. 
This nesting, which was complete about June 12, 
represents an extension south and west of this bird’s 
normal nesting range. Mrs. Hagar noted the return 
of the shrike to Rockport on July 31, an unusually 
early fall arrival. 

Vireos and Warblers—Both the Red-eyed Vireo 
and the Yellow-throated Vireo were present in Austin 
throughout the summer in greater than usual numbers. 
This is suspected to be related to the heavy migration 
of these species through the area in the period, May 
18-21. Mr. W. D. Anderson, on May 28, found a 
pair of Yellow-throated Vireos feeding young. How- 
ever, a later pair observed by Fred Webster on July 
13 was seen feeding a young Brown-headed Cowbird. 
A pair of Red-eyed Vireos also was noted with a 
young cowbird on July 30 (FSW). The Kentucky 
Warbler had a notably successful nesting season at 
the Little Thicket Nature Sanctuary (Joe M. Heiser, 
Jr.). The success of this ground-nesting species is per- 
haps attributable to the complete fencing of this tract 
which keeps out foraging pigs and other domestic 
stock. McKay observed a Yellow-breasted Chat at 
Cove on July 4, the second time he has noted this 
species there in summer. 

Orioles, Grackles—A pair of Audubon’s Orioles 
which wintered in Beeville built a nest in April but 
abandoned it just after completion, They nested suc- 
cessfully there in 1952 (AHG). The Purple Grackle 
(Bronzed) nested in Eastwoods Park, Austin, Edgar 
B. Kincaid reporting a young bird being fed there 
on August 5. In the Houston area this grackle mi- 
grates north in large numbers through the last half 
of March. In the last three or four years a few,.in 
increasing numbers, have remained through the sum- 





mer (FGW). This species which, in this Region, 
nests in cultivated shade trees, appears to be extend- 
ing its nesting range southward. 

Finches and Sparrows.—Mrs. Hagar reports the 
Blue Grosbeak had a successful nesting season along 
the roadsides west of Rockport. The Dickcissel nested 
in increased numbers in localized spots in eastern 
Travis County. Fred Webster attributes this to late 
rains which provided heavy weed growth for nesting 
cover. McKay also commented on the successful 
season the Dickcissel had at Cove. Several pairs of 
House Finches were present in Beeville in the nesting 
season. Mrs. Geiselbrecht found a nest on April 20 
and nestlings were being fed there on May 12. Al- 
though it is not definitely known, it is probable that 
the House Finch has invaded the Beeville area in 
recent years. On six occasions, from April 25 to 
August 22, Mrs. Geiselbrecht and Mrs. Dolph Quinn 
found the Black-throated Sparrow ‘‘on the fringes or 
in the interior of a rattlesnake-infested prickly pear 
patch’’ near Beeville. Two fledged young were clearly 
seen on May 30. Since this species has previously been 
noted in the Austin region and has been found nest- 
ing at Kingsville, these three localities, which are in 
a straight north-south line, define the eastern limit 
of the Black-throated Sparrow's range. Mr. McKay 
found a Lark Sparrow at Dayton on June 12. The 
Cassin’s Sparrow completed two nestings at Rock- 
port this year (CNH).—FRANK G. WATSON, 4110 
Drummond Street, Houston 25, Tex. 


PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—An unusually backward spring, cold, wet 
and snowy, was experienced in much of the Region. 
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Weydemeyer at Fortine, Mont., noted a delaying 
effect upon nesting of species which usually begin 
nesting in April or May. Observers elsewhere seemed 
to note no pronounced effects, however. Abundant 
spring rainfall around Great Falls kept lakes and 
ponds at a good level, although the draining of 
Freezeout Lake near Choteau, Mont., is expected to 
affect adversely many migrating waterfowl (Tom 
Walker). At Bend, Oreg., on the other hand, Roest 
reported drought conditions, with only 414 inches 
of precipitation since last September, and a very poor 
outlook for the pine seed crop. Daytime temperatures 
were generally high there and nighttime temperatures, 
low, with 7 nights in July below freezing. 
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Loons, Grebes, Herons.—The only breeding record 
for loons was that of a nest, presumably of the 
Common Loon, at Thompson Lakes, Lincoln Co., 
Mont., June 24 (John Wilson). Jared Verner spent 
the summer working at Turnbull Refuge, Spokane 
Co., Wash., and obtained some very good records, 
especially of water birds. He told of 29 broods, con- 
taining 56 young, of Eared Grebes. He noted a pair 
of Western Grebes, but no young. He recorded 49 
broods, with 174 young, of Pied-billed Grebes. Tom 
Walker reported a few Eared Grebes breeding in the 
Great Falls area, not nearly so many as in previous 
years. An immature Double-crested Cormorant was 
seen on the river at Bend, July 25 (A. Roest). At 
least 6 Great Blue Herons were at Turnbull, but no 
young were observed. Verner estimated that 8 Am. 
Bitterns spent the summer there. One was seen near 
Browning, Mont., July 30 (TW). 

W aterfow]l.—Seventeen broods of Canada Geese, 
totaling 73 young, were produced at Turnbull (JV). 
Richard Gysendorfer noted a brood of 6 on Columbia 
Lake, about 65 miles north of Cranbrook, B. C., July 
7. Over 70 broods of Mallards were observed at 
Turnbull (JV). Sixteen broods of Gadwall were 
noted at Turnbull (JV) and a few bred at Benton 
Lake, north of Great Falls (TW). Twenty-three 
broods of Am. Widgeon appeared at Turnbull (JV). 
A single brood of Pintail was noted there but at 
Benton Lake this species was perhaps the commonest 
breeder (TW). Verner reported 13 broods of Green- 
winged and 46 of Blue-winged Teal at Turnbull, 
while Walker noted a few of the latter species breed- 
ing in his area around Great Falls. A few Wood 
Ducks were present at Turnbull (JV) and a brood 
was near Potlatch, Idaho, in late June (Thomas Bur- 
leigh, fide JV). Hand reported a female with 2 
half-grown young at Missoula, Mont., July 31. They 
have increased to at least 10 or 15 pairs on the Spo- 
kane and Little Spokane Rivers (Spokane Bird Club). 
Redhead broods numbered 54 at Turnbull (JV). Ver- 
ner also saw 5 broods of Ring-necked Ducks there, 
as well as 19 broods of Lesser Scaup. Five broods 
of Am. Golden-eyes a week or two old were ob- 
served at Fortine, Mont., June 4 (Winton Weyde- 
meyer). Nine broods of Ruddy Ducks had been noted 
there to date but more of this late breeder were 
expected (JV). Five broods of Hooded Mergansers— 
an increase over previous years—were recorded at 
the Refuge (JV), and at least 2 pairs nested on the 
Little Spokane River (SBC). A few young Am. Mer- 
gansers were seen at Missoula (Ralph Hand) and 
Flathead Lake, Mont. (Ep.) in late July. 

Hawks and Eagles—Roest found young Turkey 
Vultures just learning to fly at Bend, Oreg., July 29. 
The birds were seen occasionally at Turnbull (JV). 
A nest of Goshawk eggs hatched, May 31, at Bend 
(AR) and young birds left the nest near Lewistown, 
Mont., in late July (Clifford Davis). Only a few 
Cooper's Hawks were reported; one near Missoula 
appeared to have a nest nearby, June 19 (RH). Ver- 
ner found nests of Red-tailed Hawks, with young, 
near Pullman, Wash., May 21, and a nest with 1 
young at Turnbull on the same date. An adult and 
an immature bird on the wing were seen, August 4, 


390 







































on Wild Horse Island in Flathead Lake, Mont. (Ep.), 
Walker reported Swainson’s Hawks as fairly common 
around Great Falls although they are much shot 
there. At Bend young Golden Eagles were ready to 
leave the nest, June 29 (AR). The birds were noted 
near Great Falls (TW) and at Banff National Park 
Canada; Glacier National Park, White Sulphur 
Springs and Red Lodge, Mont. (RG). A nest of the 
Bald Eagle at Canmore, Alta., held 2 young on July 
6 (RG). Marsh Hawks appeared to be the common. 
est hawk around Great Falls during the summer, A 
nest found on June 14 contained 2 young only g 
few days old (TW). One Osprey nest was located 
along the Little Spokane River near Spokane, Wash, 
(Stephen O. Stanley) and another was on an island 
in the Bow River, Alta. (RG). Several Sparrow Hawk 
nests were reported during June and July. Verner 
found a nest in a nest box at Turnbull and Davis 
found a pair nesting on the campus of the State 
College, Bozeman. Mont. 

Gallinaceous Birds —Blue Grouse nested quite com. 
monly in the Little Belt Mountains near Great Falls 
(TW) and a brood of 5 young just out of the nest 
was observed in the Cabinet Mountains, Lincoln Co, 
Mont., July 5 (John Echo, fide CD). Broods noted 
at Fortine were later than usual (WW). A female 
Franklin’s Grouse with 5 chicks a day or two old 
was noted, July 10, at the Continental Divide in 
Glacier Park (RG). Broods of Ruffed Grouse were 
reported from Turnbull (JV) and near Bozeman 
(CD), Fortine (WW), and Libby, Mont. (Ep.). 
European Partridges seemed less common than usual 
around Great Falls (TW) and the Spokane Bird 
Club reported that their numbers have been greatly 
reduced there in recent years. Verner noted but one 
brood at Turnbull. He noted 5 broods of California 
Quail, however. Downy young were noted at Bend, 
August 3, and downy young of Rock Partridge, July 
22 (AR). Five broods of Ring-necked Pheasant were 
noted at Turnbull (JV). 

Cranes, Rails, Plovers—Davis reported the Sand- 
hill Crane on the breeding grounds at Red Rock 
Lake, Beaverhead Co., Mont., May 28. A pair was 
seen near Logan, Mont., July 9, where a farmer said 
they bred each summer (CD). Soras were abundant 
at Turnbull, where they no doubt bred (JV). Verner 
located a nest of the Virginia Rail there, May 21. 
He also noted 78 broods of Am. Coot there. Hand 
saw 2 broods at Ninepipe Reservoir, Mission Co., 
Mont., August 2. Unusually few were in the Fortine 
area (WW). Killdeer were noted breeding at Turn- 
bull (JV), Benton Lake Refuge (TW), Fortine 
(WW), and Libby (Mrs. W. C. Taylor). 

Shorebirds —Wilson’s Snipe are believed to be 
increasing in the Spokane area (SBC). Young were 
noted at Turnbull (JV). Upland Sandpipers were 
common and breeding at Benton Lake (TW). Young 
Spotted Sandpipers were seen at Turnbull (JV); 
near Bozeman (CD); at Fortine (WW) and at 
Libby (Ep.). Three very small young were found 
at Libby on the late date of August 17. Am. Avocets 
and Wilson’s Phalaropes bred very commonly at Ben- 
ton Lake (TW). 

Gulls, Terns.—California and Ring-billed Gulls 
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bred in small numbers in the Great Falls area (TW) 
and were noted at Flathead Lake in early August 
(Ep.). Walker noted small flocks of Franklin’s Gulls 
at Benton Lake. Verner found the nest of a Black 
Tern at Turnbull, July 7, and recorded flying young 
after July 14. 

Doves, Owls.—A Mourning Dove nest with 2 eggs 
was noted, May 14, at Wawawai, Wash., and 9 occu- 
pied nests were found at Turnbull up to July 8 
(JV). The birds were very common, as usual, in the 
Great Falls area (TW) and Roest reported half- 
grown young on June 16 at Bend. An adult Horned 
Owl was seen on a nest near Pullman, Wash., March 
27 (JV). A Short-eared Owl was seen near Great 
Falls, June 14 (TW) and one, July 11, at Big 
Timber (RG). Young Long-eared Owls were just 
out of the nest, July 4, at Bozeman (CD). 

Nighthawks, Swifts, Kingfishers, Hummingbirds.— 
The Common Nighthawk was not noted until June 
7 at Bend (AR) and June 14 at Libby (Ep.). Three 
nests were found at Turnbull (JV). Black Swifts ap- 
peated over Libby occasionally during the summer 
(Ep.). Three Vaux's Swifts were noted in the Ochoco 
Mountains northeast of Bend, June 22 (AR). White- 
throated Swifts were reported as breeding fairly com- 
monly in the Missouri River canyon just west of Cas- 
cade, Mont. (TW). A pair of Black-chinned Hum- 
mingbirds, the first in 35 years of observing, was 
noted at Fortine (WW). The species was noted occa- 
sionally at Libby (Ep.). The Belted Kingfisher was 
breeding commonly in the Little Belt Mountains, 
southeast of Great Falls (TW). 

W oodpeckers.—A Yellow-shafted Flicker was noted 
at White Sulphur Springs, Mont., July 11 (RG). In 
Banff, Alta., a female Red-headed Woodpecker was 
feeding young out of the nest, July 5 (RG). John 
Person got his first record of Lewis's Woodpecker, 
2 birds near Craig, Mont. Lewis's were unusually 
scarce at Fortine (WW). Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers 
were scantily noted. Verner found 4 nests with young 
at Turnbull and Stanley reported one nest in the 
Little Spokane River area. The birds seemed unusually 
scarce at Libby (Ep.). A nest of the White-headed 
Woodpecker was found near St. Maries, Idaho, June 
19, by Earl Pettibone. Another was noted near Ford, 
Wash., in May, by Irene Hunt and Alma Walker. 

Flycatchers.—Cliff Davis found young Eastern 
Kingbirds in a nest near Bozeman, July 15, and 
Verner found 7 nests at Turnbull, the first on June 
22. Eastern and Western Kingbirds nested commonly 
around Great Falls, the latter the more abundantly 
(TW). They were seen regularly around Spokane 
(SBC) and a pair had a nest, apparently unsuccessful, 
at Libby, where they are rare. Say’s Phoebe was 
found nesting at Wawawai, Wash. (JV) and Great 
Falls (TW) and was seen at Banff, July 6 (RG). 
Traill’s Flycatcher bred abundantly at Turnbull; the 
first occupied nest was found, June 20 (JV). Wright's 
(or Hammond's) Flycatcher was fairly common in the 
Little Belt Mountains and the Western bred com- 
monly there (TW). A Western was seen in the 
Libby area, where it is rare, July 9 (RG). Nests of 
the Western Wood Pewee were noted at Turnbull 
(JV), Great Falls (TW) and Flathead Lake (Ep.). 





Mrs. A. I. Buchecker observed an increase in Olive- 
sided Flycatchers in the Spokane area. 

Jays, Chickadees, Nuthatches—Four young Gray 
Jays were out of the nest but being fed by their 
parents on April 16 at Libby (Kyle Beebe). The Am. 
Magpie was reported as extremely common at Great 
Falls, on the increase at Spokane, and noted nesting 
(eggs) as late as May 14 at Pullman (JV). A few 
Common Ravens were noted quite regularly at Libby 
and the Am. Crow was increasing at Spokane. Roest 
noted the first young Pifion Jays following their par- 
ents on May 30 at Bend. Young Black-capped Chick- 
adees were observed at Turnbull, June 23, and a 
nest with eggs was found in a steel pipe in the Boze- 
man cemetery (CD). Mountain Chickadees nested 
commonly in the Little Belts (TW) and a nest was 
located in the Gallatin Canyon south of Bozeman, 
May 15 (CD). White-breasted Nuthatches were re- 
ported breeding only at Turnbull (young on June 29) 
and near Craig, Mont. (John Person, fide TW). The 
Red-breasted bred in the Little Belts fairly commonly 
(TW). A nest of the Pygmy Nuthatch near Pullman 
contained 7 eggs, May 21 (JV). The species was 
noted around Spokane and on Melita Island near Big 
Arm on Flathead Lake (Ep.). 

Dippers, Wrens, Thrushes, Kinglets—Two nesting 
records were obtained for the Am. Dipper along the 
Little Spokane River by Mr. and Mrs. M. C. Haggin. 
A pair evidently nested on Rattlesnake Creek on the 
edge of Missoula (RH). The birds occurred com- 
monly in the Little Belts during the summer (TW). 
Verner found a Long-billed Marsh Wren nest with 
7 eggs on May 21 at Turnbull, and Davis observed 
the building of a nest near Three Forks, Mont., July 
9. The Rock Wren nested very commonly in the bad- 
lands along the Missouri River below Great Falls 
(TW) and one nest was found near Spokane (Hag- 
gin). Am. Robins appeared to nest in the usual 
abundance. The first young out of the nest were noted 
at Libby, May 19. Hermit Thrushes seemed to be 
quite common in the Little Belts (TW). Olive- 
backed Thrushes were very common breeders there 
also, and Verner found a nest with young at 5000 ft. 
elevation on Moscow Mountain, near Moscow, Idaho, 
July 3. He also found two nests of the Veery at Turn- 
bull; one nest had a cowbird egg also. Walker re- 
ported the Veery as very common and breeding in 
the Big Belt Mountains south of Great Falls. A 
Western Bluebird nest at Turnbull held 4 young on 
June 16. Hand found a Townsend's Solitaire nest 
with 4 eggs near Missoula, June 19; they were 
hatching on June 27. A nest with four half-grown 
young was noted near Banff, July 7 (RG). Walker 
reported them nesting fairly commonly in the Little 
Belts. He also noted Golden-crowned and Ruby- 
crowned Kinglets nesting fairly commonly in the 
same area, the former the more abundantly. The first 
record of the Ruby-crowned Kinglet nesting in 
southeastern Washington was a nest with eggs found, 
May 27 (JV). 

Pipits through Vireos—Young Water Pipits were 
observed out of the nest, July 30, at 10,000 ft. eleva- 
tion on Hyalite Peak south of Bozeman (CD). A 
single Sprague’s Pipit was noted at Benton Lake, June 
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20 (TW). Cedar Waxwings nested commonly in the 
Spokane area and less commonly near Great Falls. 
The first young out of the nest at Libby were noted 
about July 31 (Olive Parker). Young Loggerhead 
Shrikes were reported just out of the nest, June 25, 
at Bend (AR). A few nesting records for Common 
Starlings were reported from Spokane. Starlings are on 
the increase there (SBC) and at Great Falls (TW). 
The Solitary Vireo is believed to be increasing in 
numbers at Spokane (Buchecker) and was common 
in the Little Belts (TW). It was noted at Turnbull 
and Libby. An immature Red-eyed Vireo with a par- 
ent bird was seen at Libby, August 16. A young 
Warbling Vireo nearly ready for flight was caught 
by a cat in Bozeman, July 25 (CD). 

Warblers —An Orange-crowned Warbler was 
noted at Libby, July 9, where it probably breeds. A 
few Nashville Warblers were noted in the same 
locality. Yellow Warblers were abundant at Turn- 
bull and Libby but less common than usual at Great 
Falls. The first young out of the nest at Libby was 
noted on July 14. Audubon’s Warbler was widely 
reported but with few breeding records: noted breed- 
ing in the Little Belts (TW) and an adult feeding a 
young out of the nest, June 11, at Missoula (RH). 
The Oven-bird noted in the spring in the Little Belts 
was observed until July 10 (TW). One nesting site 
of the Northern Water-thrush was located at St. 
Maries, Idaho, June 19 (EP). Macgillivray’s Warbler 
was reported as a fairly common breeder in the lower 
creek valleys of the Little Belts (TW). Verner re- 
ports as very unusual a record of a Black-capped 
Warbler at an elevation of 5000 ft. on Moscow 
Mountain on July 3. Roest noted one at Bend, May 
30. A young male Am. Redstart was noted at Mis- 
soula on the early date of June 12 (RH) and a 
young bird was seen at Libby, August 16. They 
are believed to be increasing around Spokane (SBC). 

Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Orioles. — Western 
Meadowlarks were widely reported. Weydemeyer 
found a nest with eggs, June 4, at Fortine, Mont. A 
nest with 5 eggs was noted at Three Forks, the last 
week in May (CD). Yellow-headed Blackbirds were 
unusually common at Freezeout Lake, Mont. (TW). 
Eggs were noted, July 1, near Manhattan, Mont. 
(CD). Walker got the unusual record of a male 
Baltimore Oriole in Great Falls, June 29—his first 
record. Bullock’s Oriole was unusually common and 
nesting in the Great Falls area, he reported. Davis 
noted young on the wing, July 9, near Bozeman. Two 
immature Brown-headed Cowbirds were seen at 
Libby, August 1, and a young one was being fed by 
what appeared to be a female Audubon’s Warbler, 
August 4, on Cromwell Island, near Big Arm, Flat- 
head Lake (Ep.). 

Tanagers, Fringillids —A flock of about 100 West- 
ern Tanagers was observed along the E. Gallatin 
River, north of Bozeman, June 17, a late date for 
them not to be paired (Martin Dwyer, fide CD). 
They bred commonly in the Great Falls area and a 
young bird was being fed by an adult at Turnbull, 
July 27. Verner reported Lazuli Buntings as abundant 
in southeastern Washington. They seemed more com- 
mon than usual around Libby, but only a few were 
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seen in the Great Falls area. Evening Grosbeaks were 
feeding young out of the nest at the headwaters of 
Ochoco Creek northeast of Bend, July 22 (AR), and 
a few were noted high in the Little Belt Mountains 
(TW). Cassin’s Finch showed an increase at Spokane 
(SBC). The House Finch bred commonly in the Pull. 
man-—Moscow area (JV). Pine Siskins were common 
and breeding in the Little and Big Belt Mountains 
(TW) and at Libby. Three fully fledged young Red 
Crossbills were still following their mother at Libby, 
April 30. They were much less common there than 
last year, but Walker reported them as becoming 
extremely common in the valleys of the Little Belts 
in late July. The Spotted Towhee was very common 
and breeding along the Missouri River below Great 
Falls (TW). The Green-tailed Towhee was present 
at Bend after June 1. Vesper Sparrows were noted 
breeding at Turnbull and around Great Falls. Lark 
Sparrows were noted at Turnbull and at Great Falls 
(TW, RG). Of special interest was a pair of Slate. 
colored Juncos near Spokane, August 10. Presumably 
they nested in the area (Mrs. S. O. Stanley). Oregon 
Junco nests were located in southeastern Washington 
(JV), and in northwestern Montana nests were found 
with eggs or young from about May 12 to July 21 
(WW, Bob and Bill Cole, Ep.). The (Pink-sided) 
Oregon Junco was found breeding east of the Divide, 
at Great Falls and Bozeman, and one was noted at 
Banff, July 6 (RG). An Am. Tree Sparrow nest was 
reported near St. Maries, Idaho, June 19 (EP). 
Chipping Sparrow nests were found at Libby (Bob 
Shelden) ; Turnbull, and at Great Falls and the Little 
Belts, where they nested up to 8000 ft. (TW). 
A colony of White-crowned Sparrows (est. 15 or 
20 pairs) was found breeding in the Little Belt 
Mountains (TW). Davis reported a nest near Hyalite 
Lake at 8800 ft., July 31, and Gysendorfer found 2 
nests at Canmore, Alta., July 6. Fox Sparrows 
were reported from Turnbull and Libby. Nests 
of Song Sparrows were recorded at Turnbull and 
Fortine, Mont. The earliest occupied nest was 
at Turnbull, May 21. McCown’s and Chestnut- 
collared Longspurs were noted at Benton Lake, the 
latter extremely commonly (TW).—\Tom _ Rocers, 
1306 Dakota Ave., Libby, Mont. 


GREAT BASIN-CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—The rainfall continued to be nor- 
mal or above normal over this Region. The summer 
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was comparatively cool and the breeding season late 
due to early wet and cold weather. In general the 
waterfowl season was highly successful. Some of our 
observers here in the West hold positions in National 
Parks and the unprecedented horde of tourists was so 
great that their field work was slim. It is fervently 
hoped that the government can be persuaded to stop 
using our National Parks as a source of revenue. 
Revenue derived from the Parks should be ploughed 
back into the Parks. Their personnel and facilities 
are becoming hopelessly inadequate for the job. 

Ken McLeod reports that wildlife is threatened by 
new trouble in the Klamath Basin. This time it is 
insect poisons spread by airplane over agricultural 
areas adjacent to regions where wildlife abounds. 
The fate of Klamath Marsh still hangs in the balance. 

Swans, Geese, and Ducks.—Carl Jepson, naturalist 
at Grand Teton National Park, reported that the 
Trumpeter Swan nested in four places in that park 
this season and brought off 14 young, a new high. 
The elk refuge just north of Jackson remains the 
easiest place to observe these spectacular birds. Re- 
ports of the breeding of the Canada Goose were 
spotty. At Bear River they were down from 300 
broods to 240. At Grand Teton National Park 
(Jackson Hole) they were up in numbers and at 
Pathfinder Reservoir in central Wyoming, down in 
numbers (Berlet). 

Leo Young at Bear River Marshes at the northeast 
end of the Great Salt Lake, reported enough rain 
to hold the water level of the units there at a reason- 
able level. This consequently produced an abundance 
of food and nesting cover. The result was more nest- 
ing ducks and an excellent breeding season. On 
twelve special nesting plots the count rose from 141 
nests last year to 240 nests this year. This, of course, 
is only a small part of the nesting population. At 
Monte Vista in central southern Colorado in the San 
Luis Valley, Bryant noted the best-ever duck nesting 
season with production at about 1500 birds in this 
new refuge. Ken McLeod observed that waterfowl had 
an excellent season in the Klamath Basin but no 
figures are available from this great ornithological 
paradise. John Warkley found the Harlequin Duck 
breeding on the Yellowstone River in Yellowstone 
Park in two places, July 12. One is just below Fish- 
ing Bridge and the other is not far from Tower Junc- 
tion. 

Cranes, Turkeys, Shorebirds —The Sandhill Crane 
bred in two places in Jackson Hole (Jepson) within 
the Park: one pair near Moran and another on the 
National Elk Refuge, both sites easily accessible to 
viewers. They were seen by many tourists. Wyoming's 
wild Turkey population is increasing rather rapidly. 
These birds now occur in the Laramie Range around 
Laramie Peak, in the Black Hills of Wyoming, and 
in the Big Horns. A hen was found on eggs at 
Devil's Tower National Monument (McIntyre). In 
fact, Wyoming just entered into a deal with the 
state of Montana by which Wyoming acquired moun- 
tain goats in exchange for Turkeys. There is some 
debate as to whether the Turkey was ever native to 
these regions. Bryant reported excellent shorebird 
breeding results at Monte Vista in Colorado. Warkley 





recorded 3 pairs of Black-necked Stilts nesting at 
Ocean Lake in July in central Wyoming, an unusual 
record. Hyde reaffirmed that the Mountain Plover is 
a rather common breeding bird around Laramie, 
Wyo., in the southern part of the state. 

Terns, Owls—The Caspian Tern nested at Ocean 
Lake in central Wyoming for the first § time 
(Warkley). The Great Grey Owl was again at 
Moose at Grand Teton National Park Headquarters 
(Jepson). Another was reported in Yellowstone 
Park near Lake by Warkley. R. J. Fleetwood observed 
no Short-eared Owl nests on Monte Vista National 
Wildlife Refuge in central Colorado, while in previ- 
ous years he had found up to seven. 

Starlings —The Common Starling continues to 
spread out in the Rocky Mountain Region. Oppie 
Reames found them breeding in Durango in south- 
western Colorado for the first time. Fleetwood found 
them nesting in the San Luis Valley near Alamosa 
to the east. 

Crossbills —The Red Crossbill continues to be a 
fascinating bird. After an avsence from its range in 
the Rockies for a year it turned up in great numbers 
this June almost everywhere. Don Thatcher reported 
them west of Denver first on June 11. They were 
abundant in the Laramie Range in central Wyoming 
by June 8 (Wyo. Aud. Soc.). Rawlins, in southern 
Wyoming, had some on July 25 (Lambertsen). Mrs. 
Waltman had them at Story in the Big Horns. Lara- 
mie had them at the end of July (Hyde). They were 
not seen at Devil's Tower by Grace McIntyre until 
August 14 after fourteen months’ absence. She main- 
tains an excellent feeding station at headquarters all 
year round and has many interesting species there in 
both summer and winter that can be seen by tourists. 
These birds include the White-winged Junco.—Dr. 
Ouiver K. Scott, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—June, as usual, was 
mostly dry and hot. Summer rains beginning late in 
June bade fair to break most records in amount and 

violence. Flash 
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rains (heaviest July 
rains in Arizona since 1921) have produced pro- 
digious amounts of vegetation, and ranges are gen- 
erally greener than since the record year of 1941. 
With watersheds almost bone-dry before the rains 
came, and reservoirs nearly empty, the precipitation 
has thus far failed to recharge river channels and 
artificial lakes to any extent, but this can be expected 
to follow. At any rate, there can be no doubt that 
the long-standing drought is finally broken. This is 
welcome especially in middle New Mexico and in 
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northern Arizona, where the situation was becoming 
really desperate. 

Cormorants, Herons, Ibises—The rookery on the 
Bosque del Apache Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex., 
contained only 12 Double-crested Cormorant nests, 9 
Am. Egret nests, and no nests whatsoever of the 
Black-crowned Night Heron (Raymond J. Fleet- 
wood). An adult Little Blue Heron was seen there, 
June 17 (RJF). A juvenal Least Bittern collected at 
the Salt River Marsh, about a mile east of the con- 
fluence of the Salt and Gila Rivers, Ariz., June 25 
(J. R. Werner) is the first real evidence of the 
species’ breeding in the state. Sixteen White-faced 
Ibis were found at Bennett’s Marsh, 414 miles south- 
west of Marinette, Maricopa Co., Ariz., June 15 
(J. T. Bialac, JRW), and 2 were still present there, 
June 22 (JRW). 

Waterfowl—Eleven Am. Widgeon were observed 
at Bennett’s Marsh, June 22 (JRW). The first mi- 
grant Pintails reported were 10 at Imperial Nat'l 
Wildlife Refuge, Ariz.-Calif., August 6 (Hal Irby). 
Blue-winged Teal spending at least part of the sum- 
mer in Arizona were 3 at Bennett’s Marsh, June 15 
(JTB, JRW); a male there, June 22 (JRW); and 
3 at Lakeside, near Show Low, June 12 (Florence 
and Ross Thornburg). At Bennett’s Marsh, there were 
12 Shovellers on June 15 (JTB, JRW), 9 on June 
22 (JRW), and 6 on July 13 (PRW). 

Hawks.—A Zone-tailed Hawk was observed 5 miles 
west of Apache Jct. on U. S. Hwy. 70 in Maricopa 
Co., Ariz., July 26 (Steve Gallizioli). A Harris's 
Hawk was found not far east of the confluence of the 
Salt and Verde Rivers, Ariz., July 11 (J. M. Simp- 
son, JRW). At least 2 Ospreys spent the entire 
period on the Imperial Refuge (Gale Monson), and 
one was noted at Lakeside, June 11 (Thornburgs). A 
Peregrine Falcon was seen on Hamilton Mesa, near 
Cowles in the Pecos Wilderness Area, San Miguel 
Co., N. Mex., July 24 (Patricia R. Snider), and one 
was circling over the Palo Verde Marsh, a mile south 
of Palo Verde, Maricopa Co., Ariz., August 15 
(JMS, JRW). Two early-arriving Pigeon Hawks were 
noted near Hopewell Lake, San Juan Mountains, Rio 
Arriba Co., N. Mex., August 14 (PRS). 

Rails, Shorebirds, Terns.—Virginia Rails were pres- 
ent all summer at the Palo Verde Marsh, with as 
many as 6 seen on June 17 and August 15 (JMS, 
JRW). A Long-billed Curlew was observed at a stock 
pond near Young, Gila Co., Ariz., August 11 (R. Roy 
Johnson). A straggler Greater Yellow-legs was found 
on the Bosque Refuge, June 23 (RJF). A Least 
Sandpiper at the Palo Verde Marsh, June 17 (JMS, 
JRW ), was another straggler. A Stilt Sandpiper was 
taken at the Palo Verde Marsh, June 12 (Maricopa 
Audubon Society) for an unusual Arizona record, and 
another was seen at Bennett’s Marsh, July 6 (Bixby 
Demaree). A Forster's Tern on the lower Imperial 
Refuge, June 22, was quite late (GM). 

Doves through Hummingbirds.—A large influx of 
Mourning Doves was noted on the Bosque Refuge 
in mid-July, with a maximum of about 3000 present 
(RJF). A Ground Dove was seen there, July 12 
(Henry Mathews, fide RJF), for the northernmost 
Rio Grande valley record. A Spotted Owl was ob- 
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served near Alto, in the White Mountains, Lincoln 
Co., N. Mex., June 25 or 26 (Jack Stewart, fide 
Lena McBee). Two Burrowing Owls were found 
about 12 miles west of Prescott, Ariz., June 1 (SG), 
Small numbers of Common Nighthawks were noted 
over 10,000 ft. in the San Juan Mountains, Rio 
Arriba Co., N. Mex., June 11 and August 14 (PRS), 
An estimated 5000 Lesser Nighthawks were observed 
feeding over the Salt River near its junction with the 
Verde River, July 11 (JMS, JRW). Eight White. 
throated Swifts were drinking at the Cameron Stock 
Tank, south of Ajo, Ariz., June 7 (GM). An imma. 
ture Broad-billed Hummingbird was seen in Tucson, 
Ariz., July 30 to at least August 11 (Allan R. 
Phillips). 

Trogons, Kingfishers, W oodpeckers.—The Coppery. 
tailed Trogon was again found in Arizona, being 
seen in Madera Canyon, Santa Rita Mountains, June 
22 (William Rees, fide Tucson Audubon Society) and 
June 28 (E. C. Trowbridge). A Belted Kingfisher at 
the Alcalde Marsh, north of Espanola, Rio Arriba Co., 
N. Mex., July 11 (PRS) was an indication the species 
may breed in that area. A Green Kingfisher was found 
near Patagonia, Ariz., June 25 (TAS). Downy Wood. 
peckers were seen at Colcord Lookout north of 
Young, July 23, and on McFadden Peak, Sierra 
Ancha, Ariz., August 7 (RRJ). 

Flycatchers and Swallows.—The Rose-throated Be- 
card was again present near Patagonia, Ariz., being 
observed there on June 25 (TAS). An Eastern King. 
bird was reported from near Espanola, July 11 
(PRS); it is more or less regular, although uncom. 
mon, in this section of New Mexico. A Cassin’s King- 
bird was seen at and near the Hoge Ranch, Ariz., on 
the Imperial Refuge, June 23 and August 15 (GM). 
The Lesser (Arizona) Crested Flycatcher was present 
at Yuma, Ariz., in July and was believed to have 
nested (GM). A Tree Swallow nest was found for 
the second consecutive summer at the Bosque Refuge 
(RJF, J. S. Ligon). One was seen near San Xavier 
Mission, Ariz., July 7 (JTB, ARP, JRW). An esti- 
mated 36 pairs of Bank Swallows nested near the Rio 
Grande at the south end of the Bosque Refuge for the 
second year (RJF). A family group of Rough-winged 
Swallows was noted at Hopewell Lake, August 14 
(PRS). A female Purple Martin was observed at 
Martinez Lake, Ariz., on the Imperial Refuge, June 
22 (D. F. Hoffmeister, GM); about 20 were seen 
at the Salt River bridge east of Roosevelt Lake, Ariz., 
July 25 (RRJ); and from 75 to 100 were found 
along the Black Rock Wash road about 10 miles west 
of Ft. Thomas, Ariz., August 2 (SG). 

Dippers through Pipits—Two Am. Dippers were 
noted along Canyon Creek on the OW Ranch, June 
11. (RRJ), and one was seen along Haigler Creek, 
July 1 (Gene Cleeland); both localities are near 
Young and below the Mogollon Rim. One was also 
seen near Alto, June 25 or 26 (JS, fide LM). A 
Carolina Wren was carefully observed on the Bosque 
Refuge, July 14 (FJF); the observer was confident he 
had heard ‘its notes at least four times in as many 
years. Several Long-billed Marsh Wren nests con- 
taining eggs or young were discovered in the Palo 
Verde Marsh, May 26 and June 6 (JRW); this 
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marks the first-known breeding of the species in 
Arizona away from the Colorado River. Cafion Wrens 
were found in the Agua Dulce Mountains, Cabeza 
Prieta Game Range, Pima Co., Ariz., July 12 to 14 
(GM). Several Catbirds were seen at the Alcalde 
Marsh, July 11 (PRS). A few Leconte’s Thrashers 
were observed in the upper Growler Valley on the 
Cabeza Prieta Game Range and the Organ Pipe Cactus 
Nat'l Monument, June 6 and 7 (GM). A Townsend’s 
Solitaire lingered at Boulder City, Nev., until at 
least June 7 (Nora Poyser). A flock of Water Pipits 
was seen in a meadow above the Canjilon Lakes in 
the San Juan Mountains, June 11 (PRS). 

Wood Warblers and Blackbirds —Four Olive 
Warblers (a pair and 2 immatures) were observed on 
McFadden Peak, August 7 (RRJ). A Red-faced 
Warbler nest with 3 eggs was found near Alpine, 
Apache Co., Ariz., June 5 (Anders and Anne Ander- 
son); this is a still further range extension. A Boat- 
tailed Grackle was taken at Ramsey Pond, 3 miles 
south of Marinette, June 15 (JRW); this lends more 
evidence to the spread of this bird north and west. 
A pair of Bronzed Cowbirds was seen at the Cameron 
Stock Tank, June 7 (GM). 

Finches and Sparrows—A Black-headed Grosbeak 
at Burnt Wagon Tank, Castle Dome Mountains, Kofa 
Game Range, Ariz., July 7, marked the beginning of 
the species’ movement to lower altitudes (GM). 
Hybrid Indigo-Lazuli Buntings were seen near Flag- 
staff, Ariz. (ARP). The Spotted Towhee nested at 
Flagstaff for the first time (ARP). A Lark Sparrow 
was found at Ramsey Pond, June 9 (Ben J. Clark, 
JMS), and one was also noted at Ft. McDowell, 
Ariz., June 21 (JTB). Botteri’s Sparrows were re- 
ported from near Ft. Huachuca, Ariz., June 26 (Bruce 
Harris), and at the mouth of Garden Canyon, 
Huachuca Mountains, July 9 (TAS). Two White- 
crowned Sparrows were seen at an elevation of over 
8000 ft. near Alto, June 26 (Ethel Noble, W. W. 
Wimberly), and one was reported from Indian Dam 
near San Xavier Mission, June 29 (Elisha Atkins, 
et al.) —GALE Monson, U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Box 1032, Yuma, Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—June and 
July were generally cool and overcast, with odd hot 
days. The precipitation was well above normal. The 
last of July and the first two 
weeks of August were sunny 
and warm, except for occa- 
sional overcast days. May, 
during which many resident 
and early summer visitors 
hatch their first broods, was 
one of the coldest on record. 
Although. there were no 
record lows the average was 
well below normal. Cloudi- 
ness was well above normal. 
Some ground-nesting birds 
had trouble with their first 
broods, but small birds on 
the whole seemed to have a 


























better nesting season than last year. 

Loons, Grebes, Cormorants —A pair of Common 
Loons and one young were seen at Comox, August 7 
(Theed Pearse). Young Pied-billed Grebes were out 
of the nest at Seattle, July 25 and August 14 (Mrs. 
H. L. Schumacher). Double-crested Cormorants had 
many completed clutches on Bare Island, off south- 
eastern Vancouver Island, July 2 (A. R. Davidson). 
Brandt’s Cormorants were feeding young at Point 
Grenville, north of Copalis, Wash. August 4 
(Walter Hagenstein). Of about 200 pairs of Pelagic 
Cormorants on Bare Island, July 2, most had com- 
pleted clutches: 2t Gordon Head near Victoria, nest 
building began about June 1, and on July 1 most had 
eggs. This species has increased as a nesting bird 
around the Comox area in the last 20 years; 120 were 
counted at a site that formerly had only an odd pair 
(TP). They may have moved northward because of 
persecution in the San Juan Islands of Washington. 
They were incubating on Colville Island in the San 
Juans, July 27 (Zella M. Schultz). 

Swans, Ducks.—Three Whistling Swans were in an 
open field south of Renton, King Co., Wash., June 
16; an injured bird was on Copalis Beach, August 
14 (WH). There were few broods of Mallards on 
Comox Slough; male Shovellers, Blue- and Green- 
winged Teal were seen, but no young. Wood Ducks 
seemed to have disappeared, and Am. Mergansers 
were much below normal. A flock of scaup (139) 
were seen at Blaine, June 24 (LHK). Male scaup 
summered at Comox in small numbers (TP). Surf 
and White-winged Scoters, adult males and non- 
breeders, were in goodly numbers off the east side of 
Vancouver Island the end of July; about 1000 were 
at Nanoose Bay (ARD). Two Ruddy Ducks were 
seen at Blaine, June 4. Newly-hatched Am. Mergan- 
sers were seen at Victoria, May 29 (ARD). Three 
adults were at Bellevue, June 5 (WH). 

Hawks.—Two adult Ospreys with one young were 
at a nest at Sidney, Vancouver Island, July 17. One 
ot possibly 2 pairs nested at Comox. They were nest 
building at Bellevue, June 11. Young were in a nest 
on Lopez Island in the San Juans, July 24 (ZMS). 
The pair of Bald Eagles at Comox brought off two 
young. Three last year’s birds had been around earlier 
in the season. 

Grouse, Quail—On the south part of Vancouver 
Island, an adult Blue Grouse was seen with 5 newly- 
hatched chicks, July 27 (ARD). On a 40-mile drive 
through logged-off areas near Comox, August 7, no 
Blue Grouse were seen. The first broods of California 
Quail at Seattle were quickly decimated by wet 
weather and predators; at one place a pair brought 
off a brood of 12 on August 9 (H. W. Higman). 
Quail were seen with young about July 21 at Victoria, 
where they were common. A second brood of 7 was 
seen at Bellevue, August 11. A male Ring-necked 
Pheasant with a brood of one-third grown young was 
seen on Lopez Island, June 4 (ZMS). Young pheas- 
ants were seen at Victoria, July 24. 

Coots, Shorebirds.—A newly-hatched Am. Coot was 
brought to Mrs. Schumacher, at Seattle, June 26. A 
nest with eggs of Killdeer was found in south Seattle, 
May 7 (Mr. & Mrs. R. B. Boggs). They were seen 
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with young at Victoria, May 10. Three pairs were 
breeding at Mrs. Kline’s place near Blaine from June 
1 to July 1; a chick 24 hours old was banded on 
July 4. Spotted Sandpipers were nesting at Comox at 
the end of the spring period. They nested during July 
at Rockport, Skagit Co., Wash., in the Cascade Moun- 
tain foothills (Fern Skinner). One non-breeder was 
seen on Lopez Island, June 4 (ZMS). 

Gulls.—Glaucous-winged Gulls were still laying 
eggs on Lopez Island, June 4; on July 23 most of the 
young appeared to be 30 to 40 days old (ZMS). 
About 1500 pairs on Bare Island had eggs and downy 
young on July 2 (ARD). A flock of about 300 Bona- 
parte’s Gulls, mainly yearlings with some adults, sum- 
mered at Comox; usually only an occasional bird is 
seen. One Caspian Tern was seen at Blaine, June 17. 
On August 20 a young Pigeon Guillemot about three- 
fourths grown but with the egg tooth still well defined 
was picked up in the Tacoma Narrows, and brought 
to the Museum. On Protection Island, off Port 
Angeles, Wash., July 9, young Rhinoceros Auklets 
ranged from one-fourth to three-fourths grown (G. 
Eddy & W. Goodge). 

Pigeons, Doves, Owls.—Band-tailed Pigeons did 
not seem so numerous at Victoria; the largest flock 
seen was 24. They did not appear in such large num- 
bers at Bellevue (W. H. Ransom). While specific 
records were not reported, there was a general feeling 
that Mourning Doves were increasing fairly rapidly 
in western Washington. Three were seen at Blaine, 
June 7; 2 pairs were nesting, July 3; and 2 nestlings 
were banded on August 9. At Victoria, 2 were seen, 
July 15; 8 on August 7. An injured Screech Owl 
about nine weeks old was brought to Mrs. Schumacher 
in Seattle, July 26; and a Saw-whet Owl about a 
month old was brought in, August 3. 

Nighthawks, Hummingbirds, Kingfishers, Wood- 
peckers.—Observers reported that Common Night- 
hawks were scarce. The first was heard in Seattle on 
June 9 (MRF); and at Victoria and Blaine, June 7 
Young were out of the nest at Grays Harbor, Wash., 
August 3 (WH). A nestling Rufous Hummingbird 
was received by Mrs. Schumacher in mid-May. They 
were nest building at Bellevue, June 5. Young were 
flying at Victoria, June 23; and they nested at Rock- 
port during July. A juvenal Belted Kingfisher was 
picked up dead in downtown Seattle, July 19. It 
was fully grown and feathered, but the bones were 
still soft (ZMS). Young Red-shafted Flickers hatched 
in Seattle about June 14, and were at the feeding 
tray about July 15 (Violet E. Cannon). A young 
Red-shafted was brought to the Museum, August 10, 
with the post-juvenal molt well under way. The 
Lewis's Woodpeckers at Bellevue had 2 young out 
of the nest, August 1 (WH). Young Downy Wood- 
peckers were flying at Victoria, July 3. 

Flycatchers, Larks—A brood of Eastern Kingbirds 
was noted at Comox, August 7; 2 other pairs of 
adults at different places in the same area indicated 
there might have been three broods. One adult was 
seen at Copalis Beach, August 14 (WH). Traill’s Fly- 
catchers were above average at Comox. A brood was 
out of the nest at Seattle, August 15 (VEC). Young 
Western Flycatchers were flying at Victoria about 


396 








June 14. The second nesting occurred at Blaine the 
third week in July. At Seattle, young Westerns were 
out of the nest by July 4 (VEC), and one just out 
of the nest was brought to Mrs. Schumacher, August 
9. Young Western Wood Pewees were flying at 
Victoria about June 14. They were scarce at Comox. 
An Olive-sided Flycatcher too young to fly was 
brought to Mrs. Schumacher from the Olympic Pep. 
insula, August 25. Horned Larks were nesting at two 
places on the airport near Victoria; a pair with small 
young were seen about July 28. 

Swallows —Mr. Pearse felt that the swallows suf. 
fered losses at Comox; there were few young birds, 
and the adult population was below normal. A Violet. 
green Swallow flew from a nest in his garden on July 
28, which was the latest date he has known. This 
may have been the offspring of a second mating of a 
male whose first mate disappeared during incubation 
earlier. Violet-greens were nesting at Blaine the second 
week in June; one young was banded, July 5; others 
hatched, July 31. At Rockport, 5 broods of young flew 
from nest boxes from July 30 to August 2 (FS). Two 
young were out of the nest at Bellevue, July 26 (J. B. 
Holyoke, fide WH). At Mrs. Kline's place near 
Blaine, 62 pairs of Cliff Swallows were nesting from 
May 24 to June 18; another nesting occurred from the 
last week in July to the first week in August. They 
left nests at Seattle, August 19 (ZMS). Tree Swal- 
lows nested at Blaine from May 24 to June 6. One 
Tree Swallow, feathered but still in the nest at Seattle, 
was rescued by Mrs. Schumacher on July 27, and a 
Barn Swallow brood of the same age was brought to 
her on the same day. Barn Swallows nested at Blaine 
the first week in June, with another nesting the sec- 
ond week in August. 

Jays, Ravens, Crows.—Steller’s Jay, formerly a 
rarity at Comox, showed an increase on logged lands, 
August 7. They have been coming back to their 
former haunts in Seattle. A Common Raven was seen 
on May 15 at Spanaway, south of Tacoma, a most 
peculiar place (ZMS). A pair of Common Ravens was 
nesting at Blaine, July 12, and feeding 2 young out 
of the nest, August 14. The Northwestern Crow 
showed no increase as a nesting species at Comox; 
rather the reverse. At Seattle, however, they showed 
a marked increase; at least 75 were seen on the 
University of Washington Campus, August 15 
(ZMS). 

Chickadees, Bushtits, Creepers, Dippers, Wrens. — 
A pair of Black-capped Chickadees was nesting at 
Blaine, April 17; the female was injured and the 
nest was broken up (LHK). Bushtits were nest 
building in a Seattle garden, March 27. The results 
of this nesting were not observed. The second nest 
was begun, June 26; young were being fed on July 
24, and were out of the nest, August 11 (RMB). A 
bushtit just out of the nest was brought to Mrs. 
Schumacher, May 29. They were flying at Victoria, 
June 7. A Brown Creeper just out of the nest was 
brought to Mrs. Schumacher, June 16, from Ed- 
monds, north of Seattle. On the Carbon River, Pierce 
Co., Wash., a pair of Am. Dippers was seen at the 
nest, June 8 (LHK). A pair had young at Rockport, 
August 10 (FS). Bewick’s Wrens left the nest at 
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Victoria, May 12. They were nesting at Blaine the 
first week in June. 

Thrushes, Waxwings—Am. Robins nested at 
Blaine from April 29 to July 15. They were fewer than 
usual at sea level near Comox, but were found scat- 
tered over logged areas, and young were flying, May 
19. Young Am. Robins hatched at Seattle by April 
19, and young were in the nest at Kingston, Bain- 
bridge Island, August 10 (WT). Olive-backed 
Thrushes seemed to be scarcer throughout the Region. 
Western Bluebirds were nesting at Roy, Pierce Co., 
Wash., June 7 (LHK). Mountain Bluebirds nested 
during July at Rockport (FS). Cedar Waxwings were 
common at Comox. Two pairs nested at Mrs. Kline's 
place from June 25 to July 28. 

Vireos, Warblers.—All vireos were below normal 
at Comox, except the Solitary. Solitary Vireos nested 
at Rockport during July. A nest of Warbling Vireos 
was completed in a garden at Victoria, May 21, and 
the young were flying, June 25 (ARD). They were 
carrying nesting material at Renton, June 7 (LHK). 
Young were in Miss Cannon's yard in Seattle, August 
15. A juvenal Orange-crowned Warbler was brought 
to Mrs. Schumacher in Seattle, May 27. Orange- 
crowns were singing at Comox, June 22, suggesting 
a second nesting (TP). (Orange-crowned and Audu- 
bon’s have a second short song period between broods 
—ZMS.) Yellow Warblers were unusually abundant 
at Comox. Young were flying at Victoria, June 26. 
At Blaine a pair nested the second week in June; and 
at Rockport they nested during July. Yellow Warblers 
at Seattle were carrying nesting material on June 12; 
the nest was completed, July 2; and the young left 
the nest, July 25 (RMB). Young Audubon’s Warbl- 
ers were first seen at Victoria, June 7. They nested at 
Rockport during July, probably a second nesting. 
Young Black-throated Gray Warblers were seen at 
north Seattle in mid-June, and again the third week 
in August (ZMS); at the south part of the city they 
were in a yard, August 15 (VEC). 

Blackbirds, Orioles, Tanagers—A Brown-headed 
Cowbird was seen at Victoria, May 17, and on July 
1 a juvenal was being fed by a Yellow Warbler. It 
was out of the nest, July 10 (ARD). A young cow- 
bird was picked up dead on the University of Wash- 
ington Campus, July 4 (William Goodge). This 
appears to be the first breeding record for western 
Washington. The Bullock’s Oriole which had been 
in the Bellevue area in spring was in Hagenstein’s 
yard from June 20 to 25. Red-winged Blackbirds were 
nesting at Blaine the second week in May. Brewer's 
Blackbirds seemed to be spreading out. At Comox 
there was evidence of their increase as nesters; young 
were on the wing, May 27. Banding records at 
Bellevue indicated an increase (WHR). They were 
nesting at Blaine the second week in June. Western 
Tanagers were above average at Comox. They were 
at their nest at Bellevue, July 25 (WH), and young 
were in a yard at Seattle, August 15 (VEC). 

Fringillids—A pair of Lazuli Buntings nested at 
Blaine the third week in June, and Purple Finches 
were incubating the first week in June. House Finches 
nested in several places in Seattle (VEC) ; 2 nestlings 
were brought to Mrs. Schumacher on May 31. Pine 





Siskins have an irregular breeding cycle. Young were 
flying at Blaine the third week in June. At Seattle 
2 young birds, approximately six week old, were 
brought to Mrs. Schumacher on August 10 and 14. 
Am. Goldfinches were feeding young off the nest at 
Blaine, June 24. At Seattle young were flying, July 
26, and young were still on the nest, August 14 
(HLS). Red Crossbills seemed to be doing well in 
British Columbia; 35 were seen at Victoria, August 
7. Fryer reported flocks up to 40 seen frequently 
around Comox; 50 were feeding on Yellow Cedar 
cones, August 7 (TP). A juvenal Spotted Towhee 
was at a feeding tray in Seattle, May 23 (RMB). 
Mrs. Schumacher received juvenals on June 22 and 
25; one 12 days old, July 26, and one able to fly, 
August 10. Three young well into the post-juvenal 
molt were banded, August 20 to 27, by Mrs. Schultz. 
Savannah Sparrows nested at Blaine from May‘30 to 
June 10, with a second brood the first week in 
August. The subspecies brooksi showed a marked in- 
crease within their limited breeding area at Comox. 
Oregon Juncos were nesting at Blaine the first week 
in June. Young at Bellevue were out of the nest, 
July 7, and seemed to be much more plentiful (WH). 
Four fully-grown juvenals were at a feeding tray in 
Seattle, August 15, accompanied by parents (ZMS). 
Young Chipping Sparrows were flying at Victoria, 
June 10, and independent young were seen at Rock- 
port, July 28 (FS); while a brood was being fed in 
the nest at Seattle, August 15 (VEC). Young White- 
crowned Sparrows were at a feeding tray in Seattle, 
June 14 (RMB). White-crowns were exceptionally 
plentiful on Lopez Island; young were out of the 
nest, but unable to fly on July 30 (ZMS). Young 
Song Sparrows were seen in the nest at Seattle, April 
29 (RMB). They were fully fledged at Victoria, 
May 31. Nesting was under way at Blaine the first 
week in June. Newly-hatched young were noted at 
Kingston, August 8 (VT).—MArTHA R. FLAHAUT 
and ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum, 
University of Washington, Seattle. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION—The sum- 
mer pattern of fog or low clouds along the coast, 
extending inland to coastal valleys and hills in the 
mornings, was a 
little more per- 
sistent than nor- 
mally, with 
maximum tem- 
peratures until 
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late records being itemized below. Tempera- 
tures were high over the whole central coastal 
region only from June 3 to 6, on a few days 
in mid-July, and for the only definite hot period, 
August 1 to 6. In the Central Valley, where high 
summer temperatures are normal, it was also rela- 
tively moderate from June 10 to July 10, but hot 
thereafter, with many days above 90° and 12 over 
100° up to August 15 (at Fresno). Lowland Califor- 
nia weather during the summer, which is essentially 
rainless, rarely has significance for birdlife, except for 
such long periods of high temperatures that may have 
severe effects if adequate surface water is unavailable. 
Weather records do not provide information on this 
most critical factor—and observers in urban areas 
rarely are able to discern how it affects bird distribu- 
tion or breeding success (but see below under Purple 
Martin). In the higher Sierra Nevada a widespread 
late snowstorm on May 31 probably had severe effects 
on early nesting populations; but no contributing ob- 
servers were in the area during the subsequent several 
weeks ! 

End of Spring Migration —A late movement of 
Hudsonian Curlews brought 60 to San Francisco’s 
ocean beach on May 23 and 16 on May 30, but only 
5 were there on June 2. Fifty or more Sanderlings at 
this locality on May 30 were the last noted until July 
(Betsy D. Cutler). At the south end of Lake Tahoe, 
whence very few observations are ever submitted prior 
tc June, Fred G. Evenden carefully tallied the occur- 
rence, departure, or arrival of a number of species at 
this 6230 foot altitude: Eared Grebe, 75 to 80 on 
May 16, down to 40 on May 20; Lesser Scaup, 
Buffle-head, and Old-squaw, one each on May 16; 
Northern Phalarope, 250 to 300 on May 16, none on 
May 20; Forster's Tern, 50 to 60 on May 16, only 
18 on May 20; Black Tern, 25 to 30 on May 16, 
gone by May 20 (both terns nested here, at least 
formerly—Eb.) ; Rough-winged Swallow, 15 on May 
16, none on May 20; Western Tanager, first (1) on 
May 18, several the next day, and many on May 
20; Chipping Sparrow, first 4 on May 17, 8 to 10 the 
next day, and 20 or more on May 19 and 20. At 
Whitehall, 3500 ft., 22 miles WSW of this Tahoe 
location, Ed R. Pickett first saw Western Tanagers 
(3 males) on May 14 and Chipping Sparrows (6) on 
May 7, these arrivals being 3 and 6 weeks later, re- 
spectively, than in lowland central California. On a 
sandspit at Pope Beach, Lake Tahoe, on May 29, Mr. 
and Mrs. W. K. Kirsher, Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Argante, 
and Muriel Kaminsky observed, for some time, a 
Brewer's Sparrow (typical sage-brush habitat a few 
miles away) and a _ Black-throated Sparrow. 
Although the northernmost nesting areas of the 
latter species are in NE California and Nevada, 
it rarely strays west of their low altitude sage-brush- 
salt-bush vegetation and this seems to be a first record 
in a mostly conifer-forest region, the first at any com- 
parable altitude and the first in spring in our Region. 
East and southeast winds across the Great Basin on 
the 28th may have been a factor in displacing these 
birds westward. 

Nesting Water Birds —Three miles W of Gilroy 
on July 8, at a reservoir built only a year ago, Emily 
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D. Smith saw a Pied-billed Grebe with 5 or 6 small 
young, and a Cinnamon Teal with 6 and a Wood 
Duck with 3 young nearly grown. If the latter were 
raised nearby, it is the first recent nesting recorded in 
the Santa Clara Valley. At least 2 female Gadwalls 
were on Tembladero Slough, S of Moss Landing, 
Monterey Co., on August 10 (H. L. Cogswell), show. 
ing continued presence of the species in an area where 
it was first found breeding in 1950 (Charles and 
Viola Anderson). At Point Lobos Reserve State Park, 
Superintendent James Whitehead reported (in “The 
Sanderling’” for Sept.) that Brown Pelicans again 
attempted nesting on the bird islands, the first time 
in several years. The first 2 nests were seen on April 
23 and by June 23 there were 15; but by July 24 all 
nests had ‘‘dissipated’’ with no trace left visible (from 
adjacent mainland), and no young were observed at 
any time. There were still over 100 of the species 
present in the area, August 10 (HLC). On SE 
Farallon Island on June 21 Paul Covel found Brandt's 
Cormorants with eggs in most nests and young in a 
few, and Western Gulls with many small young. At 
Point Lobos, Monterey Co., speckled downy young 
Western Gulls were numerous, June 18 (Monterey 
Peninsula Audubon Soc.) 

At least 10 nests of the Snowy Plover on salt pond 
dikes in southern San Francisco Bay were found to be 
successful this season by Etta Smith. No nesting 
record from the more typical sandy beach habitat was 
submitted, but the species was reported from June 
12 on, with maxima of 40 on July 18 at the mouth 
of Pajaro River (W. B. Minturn) and 24 on August 
10 at San Francisco (BDC). On July 10 at Twin 
Lakes, adjacent to Santa Cruz, there was an adult 
Spotted Sandpiper with 3 small young (WBM), a 
first breeding record for the area and the southern- 
most one at low altitude in recent years. Am. Avocets 
nested at the sugar factory ponds near Woodland, 8 
nests being found on July 2 (Rod Reynolds) and 
large and very small young on July 9 (E. A. Albert- 
son). Many adults and one large young, unable to fly, 
were at Moss Landing, August 3 (CA, VA). 

Along the east approach to Dumbarton Bridge over 
South San Francisco Bay there were a number of 
Forster's Terns nesting on July 10, at least some with 
young (L. R. Mewaldt), at a colony first reported in 
1952. On the same day at the nearby Caspian Tern 
colony a group of Western Bird-Banding Association 
members found about 250 adults and a few flying 
juvenals, 150 to 160 non-flying young (40 banded) 
of various ages, and at least 40 active nests with eggs 
(30 with 2, 10 with 1). Elsewhere Caspian Terns 
were widely noted at coastal localities, to which adults 
and juvenals seem to move as soon as nesting is over. 
Maxima were 88 at Pajaro Rivermouth on August 9 
(WBM) and hundreds at Moss Landing on August 
18 (CA, VA). Fewer Least Terns nested at Moss 
Landing this year because weeds grew on the area 
where they nested in 1953 and 1954 (CA, VA). 
There were 530 Common Murres on the Hurricane 
Rock colony, near the mouth of Bixby Creek, Mon- 
terey Co., on June 12 (Laidlaw Williams). 

Summer Water Bird Stragglers—Every year there 
are a few individuals of many water-bird species that 
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summer along the coast where they are not known 
to breed; but this year a number of such observa- 
tions involve either (1) an unusual number of indi- 
viduals or (2) species rarely recorded in this status. 
In the first category are: Western Grebe, 77, June 
1 (Joseph Kittredge) and 19, July 18 (WBM); 
Black Brant, 23 on June 1 and 9 on June 16 (JK); 
White-winged and Surf Scoters, numerous reports, 
White-wing, maximum of 13 on July 11 (JK); Surf, 
maximum of 76 on May 26 and 9 on June 28 (JK), 
3 on July 22 (WBM); Marbled Godwit, 58, June 1 
and 16 (JK). In the second category are: Common 
Loon, Bodega Bay, June 12 (Gordon Bolander), and 
1 at Santa Cruz, July 29 (WBM); Arctic Loon, 1 
at Bodega Bay, June 1 and July 11 (JK); Horned 
Grebe, 2 at Bodega Bay, June 16 and July 25 (JK); 
Herring Gull, 2 at San Francisco, August 2 and 3 
(BDC). 

Hawks, Quail—Two young White-tailed Kites 
flew on May 12 from a nest near Los Gatos that was 
being built on March 9 and 16, and an adult was 
seen on the same nest, June 27 and July 8 (EDS). A 
Ferruginous Hawk flew low over observers in Hope 
Valley, Alpine Co., on August 12 (Barbara and 
Bobby O'Neill), an unusual summer occurrence in a 
mountain valley, but not far from possible nesting 
areas in western Nevada. An adult Bald Eagle was 
seen in flight over Sacramento on August 16 by Ed 
R. Pickett, who also reported that Evenden has found 
the species in recent years at Clear Lake and at Marys- 
ville Buttes. After some delays, as reported in the 
last issue, California Quail apparently had a very 
successful nesting about San Francisco Bay. A nest 
on Silver Creek, SE of San Jose, held 9 eggs on 
July 19 (Milton Seibert). At least 12 broods of 
young were noted between May 24 and August 19 
within about 30 acres of the Mills College campus in 
Oakland (HLC), and others in the Montclair district 
of Oakland on June 26 and July 2 (Mrs. H. K. 
Trousdale). Two broods were seen in Hall’s Valley, 
near Mt. Hamilton, on August 7 and a very late one 
of chicks only one-third grown on August 27 in 
Strawberry Canyon, Berkeley (HLC). At Los Gatos 
a banded female (and unbanded male) had a brood 
of 11 downy young on June 8 and the same female 
was seen on July 30 with 13 young of two sizes, 
strongly indicating that she raised two broods suc- 
cessfully (EDS). 

Shearwaters, Herons.—Spectacular flights of shear- 
waters, most or all Sooty Shearwaters, occurred at 
points unusually close to the San Francisco shore, the 
earliest noted (1000) being on July 7 at Ocean Beach, 
where the same observer (BDC) saw them on 15 
days to August 12, with a maximum estimate of 
50,000 on July 30. At the Cliff House, an even better 
vantage point, thousands flew southward from the 
direction of the Golden Gate in a flock one-half mile 
wide for a half-hour on July 12 and 15; and on 
July 22 and 23 they were reckoned there in tens of 
thousands, on the water and in flight, the total 
number believed to have approached 1,000,000 per 
day (Herman Volz). On July 28 at the same locality 
R. H. Pray estimated the number passing to be 50 
per second for 40 minutes (4:00 to 4:40 P.S.T.), 





or a total of 120,000. The flight on that day was 
much narrower than on the others mentioned (HV). 
On August 9 a similar concentration, estimated to 
total 500,000 or more, was on the water and flying 
northwestward along the coast near Watsonville 
(HLC). On the same day “probably thousands” 
passed Pacific Grove, and similar numbers were off 
Moss Landing on August 18 (CA, VA). Great Blue 
Herons showed a big decrease in the Sacramento 
area (Don McLean, fide ERP) for reasons unknown; 
but 12 were at San Leandro Creekmouth on July 10, 
a good number for the location (HLC). At Santa 
Cruz “swamp” an Am. Bittern was seen on July 8 
and 2 on July 18, as well as a single Least Bittern 
on July 19 (WBM). 

Shorebirds (Fall Migration) —At the most visited 
shorebird habitat, Bay Farm Island and adjacent Ala- 
meda and San Leandro Bay, large-scale dredging. and 
filling operations were begun in new sections, perhaps 
accounting for further reduction in numbers and 
shifts in feeding spots due to the effects of shifting 
currents upon food organisms. Already there is 
scarcely any place for these birds to “sit out” the high 
tide periods when they cannot feed, and within a few 
years this major block of habitat for migrant and 
wintering shorebirds is destined to be all but obliter- 
ated by these “developments” for home and industry 
construction on what is now tide flat. About 100 
Black-bellied Plovers, all in ‘‘winter’’ plumage, were 
in this area on July 3 (HLC), an early date for so 
many, while on August 6 there were a number show- 
ing various amounts of breeding plumage (Junea W. 
Kelly). The number here on August 5 and 15 was 
carefully estimated to be about 400 to 450 (HLC) 
which compares very unfavorably with the 1000 in 
the same area, August 8, 1950 (JWK). There was 
an early return flight of Hudsonian Curlews as evi- 
denced by 28 on San Francisco Beach on July 27 
and from 1 to 25 there on 11 days in early August 
(BDC), and by 50 near Santa Cruz on July 18 and 
almost as many in August (WBM). Willets, appar- 
ently able to adjust to changed feeding situations bet- 
ter than some species, arrived in normal numbers in 
early July, about 700 being around San Leandro Bay 
on July 3 and 120 near Dumbarton Bridge on July 
10 (HLC), while 197 were at Bodega Bay, July 11 
(JK). About 150 dowitchers at Bay Farm Island and 
San Leandro Bay on July 3 (HLC) had increased to 
1000 by July 17 (JWK) and were present in nearly 
that number to the end of the period. Western Sand- 
pipers are usually the most abundant species at 
Bay Farm Island; but on July 3 only a small van- 
guard of about 300 were present (JWK, HLC), while 
on July 17 there were about 2000 (JWK). Only the 
September peak of their migration will disclose how 
serious the effects of changed habitat there may be. 
Marbled Godwits had increased from summer strag- 
gler levels to 90 at Bodega Bay on July 11 (JK) and 
600 at Bay Farm Island on July 17 (JWK), by 
which time they were widespread. Five were seen 
on August 6 at Pope Beach, Lake Tahoe (FGE), a 
new altitude record (6225 ft.) for the species in 
California. Both Red and Northern Phalaropes 
seemed to be late, 6 Reds on August 14 at Rodeo 
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Lagoon, Marin Co. (A. J. Bennett and Golden Gate 
Audubon Soc.), being the first reported. There were 
about 300 Northerns at Alviso, July 27 (Etta Smith), 
the first reported above straggler levels. By August 
10 they were at many localities, but only in ‘“‘hun- 
dreds” rather than the thousands present in some 
years by this date. Over 200 Wilson’s Phalaropes 
were at Moss Landing the first week of August (CA, 
VA), an unusual number for the coast. 

Reports of the following uncommon species are 
worthy of record in their entirety: Solitary Sandpiper, 
1 on August 12 at Big Basin State Park reservoir 
(Ken Legg); Lesser Yellow-legs, 1 on August 16 near 
Alviso (EDS) and 3 on August 19 at Moss Landing 
(CA, VA); Pectoral Sandpiper, 2 at Rodeo Lagoon, 
Marin Co., on August 14 (AJB, Chas. Hines) and 
10 with Western Sandpipers on San Francisco Beach, 
August 16 (CH), these dates being close to the 
earliest (August 12) for the Region; Baird’s Sand- 
piper, 3 on July 21 W of Santa Cruz (WBM) and 
I on August 20 at Rodeo Lagoon (AJB). 

Gulls and Terns.—A few Bonaparte’s Gulls arrived 
about a month early, 15 at the mouth of Pajaro River 
on July 22 increasing to 30 by August 1 (WBM). 
Single Sabine’s Gulls were seen on the beach at 3 
locations within a few days: San Francisco, August 12 
(BDC); Rodeo Lagoon, Marin Co., August 14 (AJB, 
CH), these 2 being in nuptial plumage; and an 
oiled bird at Twin Lakes Beach, Santa Cruz, August 
16 (WBM). Early by 10 to 20 days were 18 to 20 
Common Terns at Pajaro Rivermouth on July 18 
and August 1, and 6 at Santa Cruz, July 22 (WBM). 
On August 22 W. B. Minturn also studied 2 Arctic 
Terns at close range at Twin Lakes, Santa Cruz, 
these being the first reported in the Region since his 
record of August 11, 1946, at Pajaro Rivermouth. A 
Black Tern was seen at Moss Landing, where they are 
rare, on August 5 and again on August 17 (CA, 
VA). 

Owls.—A Spotted Owl sat on an oak branch 10 
feet from the observer near Clough Cave camp ground 
in the southern part of Sequoia National Park, May 
25 (Dick Holmes), this being a 24-mile southward 
extension of the known range along the Sierra Nevada 
for this secretive species. One was also seen in Yose- 
mite Valley, August 1, the first sight record there for 
a long time (W. J. Fitzpatrick). A Long-eared Owl 
was heard at Soquel on August 12, the first since 
spring (R. J. Richardson). At Carmel Highlands a 
pair of Saw-whet Owls was discovered entering a 
hole in a dead pine on May 15, and was watched for 
short intervals nightly until June 2. On June 8 or 9 
the nest cavity was found partly destroyed and the 
nest apparently deserted (LW). 

Swifts, Hummingbirds, Kingfisher—This year was 
a banner one for observations of Black Swifts. At 
Yosemite, where they are most regular, ‘large num- 
bers’ were seen at Crane Flat, 6500 ft., on June 18 
and at Peregoy Meadow, 7100 ft., on June 19 
(WJF). On the Santa Cruz County coast, the area 
where the nest of the species was first discovered at 
the turn of the century, 2 were over Natural Bridges 
Beach State Park on May 29 and 3 on June 12 (KL). 
Elsewhere along this same coast a nest was found on 
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July 14, the adult flushing from the one egg on that 
date (KL) but sitting tight despite a number of 
observers near it on July 24 (KL, EDS, GGAS): 
there was a naked, blind, sprawling young on Augus 
4 (KL) which was down-covered on August jg 
(EDS). The species was also noted on July 21 over 
Sacramento (DM, fide ERP), one of the few records 
for the Central Valley and the first for that city. Two 
Vaux’s Swifts were seen at Santa Cruz, July 17 
(WBM), where they nested in former years; and 2 
were near Wrights Lake, 7000 ft., Eldorado Co., on 
the same date (A. L. Curl), adding one more record 
of summer occurrence in the Sierra Nevada (but stil] 
no nest found there). Four White-throated Swifts 
were chasing .and calling high over downtown Oak. 
land, June 17, and on July 1 at least 8 flew repeatedly 
about an abandoned quarry by upper Leona Canyon, 
East Oakland, some of them entering and leaving crey. 
ices as though carrying food to young (HLC). Near 
Alum Rock Park, east of San Jose, 2 pairs fed young 
in a cliff on July 28 (MS). Two young Anna’s Hum. 
mingbirds left a late nest in Alameda on June 23 
and 24; the same female (apparently) began build. 
ing in another nearby tree on June 27, and on July 
4 this nest held 2 eggs which the female was still 
incubating on August 12 (JWK) after 39 days of 
unmatched persistence on sterile eggs. An estimated 
50 female and young Allen's and/or Rufous Hum. 
mingbirds were in a limited area on Panoramic Way, 
Berkeley, July 30 (JWK), and a like number at the 
Botanic Garden in Strawberry Canyon, August 27 
(GGAS), where they fed chiefly at the blossoms 
of several types of tobacco plants. A Belted King. 
fisher was far from nesting locations at El Cerrito on 
July 31 and August 1 (ALC). 

Flycatchers, Horned Larks.—Ash-throated  Fly- 
catchers were nest-building on June 4, 5 miles § 
of Los Gatos, near the main ridge of the Santa Cruz 
Mountains (Mary Ellen Shore), and young left a 
nesting box at Mt. Hermon on June 26 (Adist Boy- 
lan). Two appeared on May 26 at Westport, on the 
Mendocino County coast. (Mrs. R. Coy), somewhat 
NW of their known breeding area; and single birds 
were noted at Santa Cruz to at least August 19 
(WBM). A pair of Horned Larks in nesting habitat 
on Skyline Blvd., E Oakland, carried food on May 
24 (HLC). 

Swallows.—Several fledgling Violet-green Swallows 
begged from adults in Calaveras Creek Canyon, Ala- 
meda Co., on July 10 (I. R. Barnes, Enid K. 
Austin, HLC); the last young left a nest box at Mt. 
Hermon on July 14 (AB); and there were many 
apparently independent immatures at Wrights Lake, 
7000 ft., Eldorado Co., on July 16 (GGAS). Hun- 
dreds of this species were gathered on wires at Alviso, 
August 16 (EDS). At Westport on August 14 young 
Violet-green, Tree, and Cliff Swallows, and some 
Barn Swallows, were apparently independent; but 
other Barn Swallows were still feeding fledglings on 
that date. One brood of Barn Swallows left a nest 
there on July 11 (RC). At Monterey on August 10 
about 100 Cliff Swallows were still going to and 
from nests on a church (which held many more than 
50 nests), while at Berkeley only one was seen forag: 





1 that 
er of 
AS); 
ugust 
t 18 
Over 
COrds 
Two 
7 
ind 2 
)., On 
ecord 
t still 
Wifts 
Oak. 
itedly 
nyon, 
crev- 
Near 
oung 
Hum. 
1e 23 
uild- 
July 
; still 
ys of 
nated 
Hum- 
Way, 
it the 
st 27 
$soms 
King- 
to on 


Fly- 
les § 
Cruz 
eft a 
Boy- 
n the 
>what 
birds 
st 19 
abitat 
May 


llows 
Ala- 
1 K. 
t Mt. 
many 
Lake, 
Hun- 
lviso, 
oung 
some 

but 
2s On 
nest 
st 10 
and 
than 
orag- 








ing in mid-day on August 22 near the Life Sciences 
Building colony where several still had nestlings on 
August 3 (HLC). A pair of Rough-winged Swallows 
was feeding young near Santa Cruz on July 21 
(WBM). Purple Martins had young in nests in 
downtown Sacramento on July 20, but all had dis- 
appeared by July 27, although they were present last 
year until August 11 (ERP). It is suggested that the 
disappearance may be due to elimination of nearby 
watering stations (DM), perhaps coupled with ex- 
cessive heat. Near the coast, nestling Purple Martins 
were found at Bonny Doon on July 16 (EDS), and 
fledglings at Westport on July 15 (RC) and near 
Santa Cruz, July 24 (EDS, GGAS). 

Magpies, Chickadees, Bushtits, Nuthatches, Wrens. 
—A Yellow-billed Magpie was found dead on June 
18 at Natural Bridges Beach State Park, just west of 
Santa Cruz (KL), at the extreme border of the 
known range along the coast, where the species is 
rare at any time. Five Mountain Chickadee nests, all 
with young, were found at Wrights Lake, 7000 ft., 
Eldorado Co., on July 16, on which date only a few 
were heard in song (GGAS). A “‘flock’’ of Chestnut- 
backed Chickadees was found on July 21 by Alfreda 
Meuser in a new location in the Sierra Nevada— 
about 1 mile E of Pollock Pines, 4000 ft., Eldorado 
Co., which is about 15 miles W of the Whitehall 
locality of previous reports. Mr. Ed R. Pickett says 
that, in many years of residence, he has never found 
Mountain Chickadees at the latter locality, which is 
in a narrow canyon, an observation that might bear 
on the success of the invading Chestnut-backs there. 
Two exceptionally late nests of the Common Bushtit 
were reported in Oakland: one with large nestlings 
on June 5 at Mills College (HLC) and one from 
which the young flew on June 17 in Montclair 
(HKT). Several pairs of Red-breasted Nuthatches 
remained all summer on the Mills College campus 
and apparently nested, 2 adults accompanied by 2 
juvenals being seen there, July 2 (HLC). One was 
at a bird bath and feeder near Los Gatos, July 27 
and August 5 and 8, first summer record in the 
Santa Clara Valley, although a few nest a few miles 
away in the Santa Cruz Mountains (EDS). A pair 
of Cafion Wrens, uncommon in this area, fed young 
in a nest at Alum Rock Park, E of San Jose, on 
July 12 (MS). 

Thrashers, Thrushes, Gnatcatchers—The Mocking- 
bird continues to increase its numbers and localities 
of occurrence in the central coast area. At Santa Cruz 
they were noted through July and on August 1, with 
a maximum of 4, July 18 (WBM). One was at 
Watsonville, August 9 (HLC). A pair near Mills 
College, Oakland, raised 2 young which were fledged 
by July 14 (Gail Richardson), a first nesting record 
this far north near San Francisco Bay. In San Jose 
an adult carried food to a nest on August 23 (Fanny 
Zwaal). At some locations the first noted (since 
spring) were assumed to have moved since breeding 
elsewhere, such as one at El Cerrito, July 31 (ALC), 
and one near Los Gatos, July 20, and a second one 
on July 28 (EDS). At this latter locality Emily D. 
Smith made an especially valuable record of the breed- 
ing activities of a pair of color-banded California 





Thrashers (female blind in one eye, male with one 
stump leg) in their 4th-known nesting season to- 


‘gether. These birds fledged one brood on April 12, 


were last seen feeding these young on May 9 (27 
days fledgling care), then brought forth a second 
brood about June 1 and fed them until at least June 
25, the female parent beginning to molt by July 13. 
Another pair nearby that lost its first brood raised two 
subsequent ones successfully, building for the last one 
on June 14 and feeding young in the nest on July 9 
(EDS). Along San Francisco’s west shore, where the 
species is scarce (due to lack of trees ?), an Am. 
Robin fed a fledgling on June 2 (BDC). The earliest 
fledglings reported east of San Francisco Bay were 
on May 31 at Montclair, Oakland (HKT); and at 
Mills College and nearby parts of Oakland many new 
broods were seen from June 8 to July 31 (HLC). At 
Soquel a fledgling Am. Robin still begged food on 
August 15, having left the nest a few days earlier 
(RJR). A completely out-of-season Varied Thrush 
was seen at San Bruno on August 21 (AJB). Hermit 
Thrushes still sang persistently on July 16 on Ben 
Lomond Mountain and at Big Basin, Santa Cruz 
County (EDS). A nest of the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
which was under construction on June 19 in the 
Santa Cruz Mountains near Los Gatos held young on 
July 17 (Frances Dieterich, EDS). 

Vireos, Warblers.—A Solitary Vireo was incubating 
on June 4, 5 miles S of Los Gatos (MES), and an- 
other began nest-building near Boulder Creek, June 
17 (KL). Fledgling Warbling Vireos were noted on 
July 4 in Montclair, Oakland (HKT); July 12 at 
Mills College, Oakland (HLC); and August 13 at 
Redwood Regional Park, E of Oakland (HLC, Darl 
Bowers). A Nashville Warbler was flushed from a 
nest with 5 eggs under a Corn Lily near the south 
end of Lake Tahoe, June 25 (Rod Reynolds). A pair 
of Audubon’s Warblers nested for the third year 5 
miles S of Los Gatos, near the main ridge of the 
Santa Cruz Mountains, and fed young in the nest, 
June 4 (MES); a female was seen feeding a fledgling 
on Castle Rock Ridge, a few miles to the north, June 
20 (EDS). At Wrights Lake, 7000 ft., Eldorado Co., 
there were many independent juvenals on July 16, 
and at least one young still being fed by an adult 
male (GGAS). Also at this locality, which is above 
their normal nesting altitudes, an estimated 30 female 
and young Hermit Warblers were seen in about 7 
hours of slow foot travel (GGAS). In the Santa Cruz 
Mountains 3 male Hermit Warblers sang on June 
20 along Castle Rock Ridge, the area where the 
species was found nesting last year (EDS), and there 
were 4 male Macgillivray’s Warblers singing in 2 to 
3 miles there the same date. Black-capped Warblers 
fed young in a nest in Eureka Canyon, SE Santa 
Cruz Co., on July 25 (MPAS), and the species was 
still present in the Capitola area on August 19 
(WBM). 

Icterids, Tanagers—Two vagrant Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds were seen: 1 near San Jose, July 14 (MS) 
and a female near Watsonville, August 9 (HLC). 
Post-breeding dispersal of Tri-colored Blackbirds is 
apparently indicated by 50 with Brewer's Blackbirds 
near Salinas, July 16, and 35 and “hundreds” near 
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Moss Landing on August 4 and 10, respectively (CA, 
VA). The number of reports of Hooded Orioles in 
this Region continues to increase, those for this 
period involving at least 15 adults, all or most in 
residential areas from Salinas and Monterey to Santa 
Cruz and Albany. The population is apparently in- 
creasing yearly in this area, which the species first 
invaded 25 years ago. Most of those settled for 
breeding have been located near palm trees, usually 
those with palmate leaves (but a pair at Monterey 
on May 19 was near the same ‘‘date palms” that held 
a pair on the same date in 1952—LW). A pair was 
seen with 2 young in Albany, June 26, and on the 
next day a female with 2 young in North Berkeley 
where a female remained until at least August 16 
(C. G. Thompson). At Natural Bridges Beach State 
Park, Santa Cruz, Bullock’s Orioles had young in 
the nest on June 9 and fledglings on June 17 (KL); 
and a female with 1 young was seen at Soquel, August 
2 (RJR). Young Brown-headed Cowbirds (all fed 
by Song Sparrows) were noted on June 5 at Mont- 
clair, Oakland (HKT); June 16 at Alameda (JWK) ; 
July 10 at Soquel (RJR); and July 23 in Golden 
Gate Park, San Francisco (RHP). A pair of Western 
Tanagers fed young in a nest 5 miles S of Los Gatos 
on June 4 (MES); the food-call of a fledgling was 
heard near Los Gatos, July 13 to 18, and an adult 
seen feeding it, July 15 (EDS). 

Grosbeaks —Black-headed Grosbeaks had nestlings 
about a week old in one nest at Soquel, June 4 (KL), 
while on the same date at 5 miles S of Los Gatos one 
pair was incubating and another female fed a fledgling 
(MES). Several appeared, with fledglings, in an area 
where none nested at Mills College, Oakland, on 
June 24, and one immature still begged food from 
adults at Redwood Regional Park, E of Oakland, on 
August 13 (HLC). The greatest rarity of the period, 
a male Rose-breasted Grosbeak, was closely ob- 
served by Charles Hines and Kenneth Drybread on 
August 25 at Lake Merced, San Francisco, and de- 
scribed in detail to HLC. It is apparently the seventh 
recorded occurrence in California. Evening Grosbeaks 
became suddenly numerous in Yosemite Valley on 
August 1 and remained so until at least August 22 
(WJF); but none was found at Wrights Lake, 7000 
ft., Eldorado Co., on July 16 in seemingly suitable 
breeding habitat. Single female and male Pine Gros- 
beaks were located there, however (GGAS). 

Finches, Towhees—At Westport, on the Men- 
docino Co. coast, where the species is not common, 
a House Finch completed a set of 5 eggs sometime 
after June 14 and 4 young left the nest on July 11 
(RC). Cora Baker found a pair of Gray-crowned 
Rosy Finches on Freel Peak, near the SE end of Lake 
Tahoe, on July 4, the second record for that marginal 
area at the extreme north end of the breeding range 
in the Sierra (pair on nearby Job’s Sister, July 23, 
1950—HLC). Three young Red Crossbills were in a 
Mt. Hermon dooryard on April 27 (AB) and a 
female and apparent juvenal came to a bird bath there 
on June 19 (Lelah Miller). The species has been 
present there in small numbers since the summer of 
1954. There were also 9 near Sebastopol, July 11 and 
18 (JK). More of Emily Smith’s complete records of 
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color-banded birds nesting near Los Gatos showed 
that a pair of Spotted Towhees that was building g 
nest on June 8 and 9 had young which left it op, 
July 7; the adults were last seen to feed one of 
these young on July 30 (23 days fledgling care), and 
began to molt (male) by August 13. Similarly g 
pair of Brown Towhees fledged one brood about 
May 10, and a second one on July 6; both adults 
were last seen feeding young of this brood on July 
21 (15 days fledgling care), and began to show 
molt (female) by August 1. Another female Spotted 
Towhee at Los Gatos fed 3 fledglings of a very late 
brood on August 17 to 20 (Gladys Record) —~ 
Howarb L. CocswELL, Dept. of Biological Sciences, 
Mills College, Oakland 13, Calif.; and RussELt H. 
PRAY, 662 Santa Rosa Ave., Berkeley 7, Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION—A 
moderately late spring coupled with wet and cold 
weather as late as the end of April resulted in 
comparatively 
late nesting for 





many species 
of small land 
birds. Desert 


flowers were 
blooming from 
early April un- 
til early May 
and some even 
through — mid- 
June. Many of 

the migrant 
§ land birds of 
wz} the higher lati- 

tudes and alti- 
tudes lingered in these desert areas taking advantage 
of the insect forage available there. June was a month 
of below-normal temperatures and normal precipita- 
tion. July and August were, as expected, dry and 
warm. Despite the absence of usual summer thunder- 
storms in the southern Sierras and other mountain 
areas there was a relatively low fire incidence during 
most of the summer. Late in the summer a few small 
fires developed in the San Gabriel Mountains and the 
Santa Ana Mountains. A great fire which devoured 
more than one hundred thousand acres of oak and 
chaparral near Santa Barbara early in September was 
one of the worst forest fires in California history, 
as much of the badly-needed watershed for Santa 
Barbara County was destroyed. Included in this area 
was much of the territory used by California Condors 
for foraging. Spring and summer in the mountain 
areas were delayed from three weeks to a month 
later than last year (which was early). Mountain- 
nesting species in general began nesting operations 
about one to two weeks later than normal. Flowering 
of mountain meadows was at its peak in the southern 
Sierra and Southland mountains during the latter part 
of July, and during this time these meadows abounded 
with swarms of southbound Rufous Hummingbirds. 
The nesting of most species was generally successful 
and many of the mountain-nesting species such as 
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Oregon Juncos, Mountain Chickadees, and Am. 
Robins raised two and in a few cases even three 
broods of young. Quail and Rock Partridges were 
especially successful in raising large broods, with the 
jatter species adapting very well wherever introduced 
into suitable habitat. 

Grebes, Ibises, Herons —A small number of West- 
ern Grebes remained in southern California coastal 
waters throughout the summer; particularly at Malibu, 
Bolsa Chica, and San Diego. Nine Eared Grebes were 
on San Diego Bay as late as June 18 and a single 
straggler remained to July 2. A single White-faced 
Glossy Ibis was at the ponds near China Lake in 
mid-August (Donald W. Moore) and the first Wood 
Ibises began arriving at the Lt. Maxton Brown Sanc- 
tuary near Carlsbad in mid-July. About 40 had 
arrived by the end of the month. Wood Ibises began 
infiltrating into the Imperial and Colorado River 
valleys at about the same time. On August 20 a dead 
Least Bittern was found at the Carlsbad sanctuary 
(Mrs. Boyd Robinson). 

Ducks—Large flocks of Pintails started to arrive 
at the ponds near China Lake in late August and 
smaller flocks could be seen in other suitable areas in 
southern California at this time. Ruddy Ducks and 
Cinnamon Teal bred in smail numbers wherever there 
was water and food available. An increasing problem 
in California has been crop losses due to duck, goose, 
and coot depredation during the fall and winter. The 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the California 
State Department of Fish & Game have been actively 
engaged in research on the problem for a number of 
years. The problem has been brought about by the 
restriction of the wintering grounds of waterfowl 
caused by the reclamation of the land for agriculture. 
The shrinkage of the waterfowl habitat in California 
has resulted in the birds seeking agricultural lands 
for feeding and resting. Up to 1954 California rice 
farmers had reclaimed 485,000 acres of marshland 
for rice alone. Rice crops, prior to draining, are per- 
haps the most ideal of duck attractions. To offset this 
problem federal and state governments have acquired 
land to be used as waterfowl feeding areas. To date 
in California, the state has eight areas with a total 
of 45,000 acres while the federal waterfowl areas in 
California total 172,000 acres. Some of the additional 
measures that have been used to offset or obviate 
waterfowl depredation have been the use of bombs, 
rockets, lights, and noisemakers to frighten the birds 
from their feeding areas on agricultural land. Sup- 
plementary feeding of bulk grain on the federal and 
state areas has been attempted in an effort to increase 
the amount of waterfowl food available and hold 
the ducks, coots, and geese off the agricultural lands. 
Special widgeon depredation controls have been 
gtanted by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service for 
the Imperial Valley for the past few years in an 
attempt to cope with this situation. The special post- 
season shooting last winter in the Imperial Valley 
accounted for 4000 out of an estimated population 
of 40,000 widgeon. The harassment by hunters, who 
were allowed to hunt only over agricultural lands, 
did serve in large measure to keep the birds off the 
crop lands and cut down the damage done. Coopera- 






tion among sportsmen’s groups, conservationists, farm- 
ers, and government agencies is urgent for the solu- 
tion of this problem. A single Lesser Scaup remained 
on San Diego Bay until June 25 (Burt L. Munroe). 
A small number of Surf Scoters and Red-breasted Mer- 
gansers summered in southern waters from Santa Bar- 
bara to San Diego. 

Kites and Hawks.—White-tailed Kites again nested 
at the Audubon Center of Southern California (Mrs. 
Alma Stultz). A very late Sharp-shinned Hawk was 
near San Diego on June 12 and Peregrine Falcons 
were noted from downtown San Diego and near La 
Jolla, August 6 (BLM). A single Osprey flew over 
the Santa Barbara breakwater, August 17 (Waldo G. 
Abbott). 

Shorebirds, Terns—As many as two dozen broods 
of Am. Avocets were raised near the ponds of China 
Lake during the summer. A flock of several hundred 
Wilson's Phalaropes arrived there in mid-August 
together with a Solitary Sandpiper (DWM). Black- 
necked Stilts again nested successfully at Bolsa Chica 
and a few pairs nested in the marshes of Upper New- 
port Bay (Francis Raymond). Two Baird’s Sand- 
pipers were at the Santa Barbara Bird Refuge, August 
12, and 3 Lesser Yellow-legs were at Goleta Slough, 
August 16 (WGA). A few Black-bellied Plover were 
present through the entire summer on San Diego 
Bay and Malibu Inlet. A small number of south- 
bound migrants arrived in mid-August but most had 
departed by the end of the month. Three Ruddy 
Turnstones were on San Diego Bay on June 18, and 
8 birds were present on the southern arm of the Bay, 
July 30. A single Black Turnstone was on the south 
arm of San Diego Bay, June 18; fall migrants ap- 
peared at Point Loma on July 25 and gradually 
swelled to more than 100 birds by August 14 (BLM). 
Small numbers of Long-billed Curlew spent the sum- 
mer along the coast from Bolsa Chica to San Diego. 
Royal Terns were reported as being extremely scarce 
near San Diego during the summer. Caspian Terns 
had a successful nesting near San Diego and Elegant 
Terns appeared there early in the summer. Two Ele- 
gant Terns were at the Caspian Tern Colony near 
San Diego, June 18 (BLM, E. C. Trowbridge). A 
single bird appeared at the Naval Training Center 
on July 16 and 9 more on San Diego Bay on July 17. 
At the Naval Training Center there was a gradual 
influx of from 8 birds on July 18 to 294 on Sept. 1, 
while on San Diego Bay their numbers had reached 
150 by Sept. 1. These dates parallel last year’s influx 
which reached 1300 near San Diego by the end of 
October. Twenty-three Black Terns were at the 
northern arm of San Diego Bay, August 23. 

Upland Game Birds, Woodpeckers —Quail of all 
species and Mourning Doves were reported as very 
numerous from most areas of southern California. 
Mountain Quail nested near the Tucker Humming- 
bird Sanctuary in Modjeska Canyon during May 
(Fern Zimmerman) and a few birds of this species 
were reported as coming into the Lower Sonoran 
desert near China Lake during August (DWM). Rock 
Partridges did well near China Lake (DWM) and 
they were also reported from the central Mojave 
Desert near Mitchell's Caverns State Park (Burgess 
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W. Heacox). After an absence of several years 
Lewis's Woodpeckers (2) were again found at 
Mesa Grande near Pauma Valley, San Diego County, 
during May (Eleanor Beemer). ; 

Passerine Land Birds—Despite the severe fire 
which decimated much of the virgin riparian growth 
at the Audubon Center of California near El Monte, 
Alma Stultz reported that many of the birds then 
engaged in nesting activities resumed when the fire 
had been controlled. Since then most of the nesting 
species have returned to the burned-over areas. There 
has even been a 50 per cent increase in orioles since 
last year. The following species have nested and 
raised young since the fire: Blue Grosbeaks, a pair of 
White-tailed Kites, a pair of Red-shouldered Hawks, 
Black-headed Grosbeaks, Cardinals, California Thrash- 
ers, Brown and Spotted Towhees, Red-shafted Flick- 
ers, Mockingbirds, and Black-chinned Hummingbirds. 
Black-crowned Night Herons were observed fre- 


quently and Mourning Doves were reported as jp. 
creasing. However, very few quail were noted. There 
was a definite increase in Song Sparrows due Possibly 
to the burning of the very deep, dense brush. The 
population of the resident birds was about the same 
as in previous years. A small Purple Martin colony 
established itself on Palomar Mountain where they 
were unknown previously as nesting species (EB), 
Extremely interesting was the report of a Clarke's 
Nutcracker found dead on the beach near Encinitas, 
August 24 (Mrs. BR). It would be difficult to 
explain the presence of such a montane species so far 
from natural habitat. A Painted Redstart was present 
for at least two days near Cedar Falls in the San 
Bernardino Mountains, July 6 and 7 (Mrs. Jean §, 
Sutton). An adult Harris’s Sparrow visited a feeding 
tray in Encinitas, April 15 (Mrs. John H. Helmer) — 
ARNOLD SMALL, 5838 W’. 88th St., Los Angeles 45, 


Calif. 





A New Statewide Waterfowl Census 


The Federation of New York State Bird Clubs inaugurated this year a mid-winter waterfowl count which 
is to be continued as an annual project. The census is taken in mid-January in order to coincide with the 
New York State Conservation Department aerial duck count and to hit the time of year when counting can 
be most complete. At that time in New York many smaller lakes and streams are frozen, forcing waterfowl 
to congregate; and a static period in waterfowl movement is reached. In addition, the enthusiasm of birders 
left over from the Christmas Count and that fostered by the opportunity of building up their lists early in 
the new year helps to insure adequate coverage. 

In the original plans for establishing the census not too much was expected from the results of the first 
year. Several difficulties were encountered, a few flaws were apparent; but in general the census was a 
success: 231 birders spent 550 party hours in the field (compare with 866 observers, 2019 party hours on 
the 1955 Christmas counts in New York), counting 189,324 individuals of 36 species. Unusual birds in- 
cluded one Wood Duck, 2 Harlequin Ducks and 2 King Eider, 3 Whistling Swans, 5 European Widgeon, 
and 6 Red-necked Grebes. Some high counts were also tabulated, perhaps the most interesting that of 11,143 
Canvas-backs on the Niagara River. 

In the absence of counts from past years the most interesting comparison is with the New York State 
Conservation Department's aerial count. The pilot spotted 194,089 ducks, 2.5% more than the ground count. 
Despite this apparent record of accord, however, the counts were not as consistent as here implied. Two large 
rafts of ducks were located in areas not accessible to ground observers totaling almost 39,000 birds. A careful 
check of the two counts leads to an estimate of 230,000 as the true waterfowl population in New York and 
surrounding waters at the time of the counts. (It should be noted that few ducks are found beyond the 
range of visibility of land observers at this time of year. Most of the ducks missed in the count were behind 
the large islands at the Ontario end of the St. Lawrence River.) 

Plans are already under way for the 1956 count in New York. Groups in other states interested in 
extending this count to their area, desirous of further information about the organization of the count or de- 


siring a tabulation of the results are invited to contact Gerald Rising, 72 Allen’s Creek Road, Rochester, N. Y. 


Dates for Census — January 14-22, 1956 
Target Date: January 15 





Christmas Count Dates 


December 24-January 2 
(deadline for copy—January 15) 


Christmas Count forms are being mailed out to compilers of last year’s counts in early November. 
If you compiled one last year, and do not plan to do so this year, do pass the form along to your 
successor ! 


Send all inquiries for forms and the Counts, 
when completed, to: 
Miss Elizabeth S. Manning 
1130 Fifth Ave., New York 28, N. Y. 
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